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INTRODUCTION. 



Te THE Reader. 

I feel engaged to write to thee by way of introdactibn 
to that which follows, because I desire thy good ; and that 
thou mayest be a partaker of my rejoicing, by having found 
that which is good and is to be desired above all temporal 
things, even the knowledge of Truth. '< The woman that 
lost her silver, found it at home, after she had lighted her 
candle and swept her house. Do thou so to, and thou shalt 
find what Pilate wanted to know, viz : Truth.'' (William 
Penn's works, vol. 5, p. 269, London, Edition, 1782.) 

'< Friends of godliness must allow that all men are in 
the woe pronounced unto the world if they bring not forth 
faith ; which is the fruit of a conscience void of offence 
before Gk)d and man ] '^ according to that which the author 
has written at page 75. So that with him, I would entreat 
and invite thee << to kcrep the word of the Saviour's pa- 
tience," that thou mayest read and hear, with the under- 
standing opened by Truth, what is herein written. Be- 
cause substance must be first possessed, before it can really :< 
and experimentally be professed with confidence in the sub- 
stance of truth, called faith ; which is only received and 
known by spiritual evidence. 

Let me use the words of William Penn in his Preface to 
his <* Primitive Christianity Revived ;" which was written 
for the purpose that I write this, viz: " that prejudices 
may be removed, and the Truth and its innocent friends 
may be rightly represented '^ and understood, by hearing 
the Truth : (Vol. 5, p. 276.) 

'^ Bear with me, reader ; I know what I say, and am 



VI. 

liot high-minded, bat fear: for I write with humility 
towards God, though with confidence towards thee. Not 
that thou shouldst believe upon my authority, nothing 
less ; for that is not to act upon knowledge, but trust ; 
but that thou shouldst try and approve what I write : for 
that is all I ask, as well as all I need for thy conviction, 
and my own justification. The whole, indeed, being but 
a spiritual experiment upon the soul, and therefore seeks 
for no implicit credit, because it is self-evident to them 
that will uprightly try it. 

<*And when thou, reader, shalt come to be acquainted 
with this principle, and the plain and happy teachings of 
it, thou wilt, with us, admire thou shouldst live so long a 
stranger to that which was so near thee, and as much 
wonder that folks should be so blind as not to see it, as 
formerly thou thoughtest us singular for obeying it. The 
^ i day, I believe, is at hand, that will declare this with an 
uncontrollable authority, because it will be with an unques- 
tionable evidence.'' 

In order that men may learn the Truth, of the Spirit of 
Truth which only can teach the Truth in men, and by men, 
they must first receive the Spirit of Truth. The Truth 
" timself declared truly, (John xiv. 17), '* The world can- 
not receive (the Spirit of Truth) because it seeth him 
k ' not, neither knoweth him/' So that men in the world 
must be overcome (convinced) of the Truth, and be faith- 
ful when they are called, that they may be chosen out of 
the world : which no man can be whilst he remains in the 
offences of the world, because faith is only held in a pure 
oonscience. 

Until a man denies himself he cannot become learned 
of Christ. To learn of any man, or of Christ, a man must 
follow such teacher, and allow that himself must learn in 
order to know and believe that his teacher does know. 
If a man, learned in natural things, were to present to 
one unlearned, any thing which it would be of advantage 



id' be ioformed of, would it be wise io him to despise 
and reject it? How mach more then in spiritoal things f 
If it is needful for men to learn of those who have 
ability to teach in natural things, how much more is 
it needful to learn in spiritual things of Christ and hi» 
members ? Therefore, Christ exhorted, <' Come learn of 
me." And for the same cause the apostle wrote, (1 Cor. 
zi. 1, 2, 3); ^' Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of 
Christ. Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me 
in all things, and keep the ordinances as I delivered them 
uoto you. But I would have you know, that the head of 
every man is Christ ; and the head of the woman is the 
man ; and the head of Christ is God/' And (chap. xii. 6,) 
*^ Now oonoerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not 
have you ignorant/' He then (v. 2, 3) cites them to the 
knowledge they had, that they " were Gentiles, carried 
away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led." And, 
in teaching, he gave them to understand <' that no man 
speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed : and 
that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost." The same course of teaching is needful now. 
Every man who i» brought to the knowledge of Truth ^ 
must acknowledge he was a Gentile, carried away unto 
these (here present) dumb idols, even as he was led. And 
it ia very needful for men to understand that no man 
speaks by the Spirit of God, who calleth him accursed that 
saveth, neither him that is saved from evil. Nor can any 
man truly say that he that saveth from evil is Lord, only 
by the Holy Spirit. Because if any man receiveth not the 
Holy Spirit, but rejecteth it, how can that man say truly 
that he that saveth His people from their sins, is Lord in 
him ? 



vm. 

How reaaoDable then is it for a man wbo is learned in 
Christ Jesus, to say with the apostle, " Be ye followers of 
me, eY^n as I also am of Christ." And it b praiseworthy 
in the brethren to ^' remember him in all things, and keep 
the ordinances as he delivers them '/' thus acknowledging 
the good gifl to be of God. 

Now, dear reader, I want thee not to reject what is here- 
in presented for thy consideration and learning, because 
thou dost not understand it, but pray for an interpretation. 
There is an interpreter; even him who has given the 
knowledge of the Truth and what is here written for thy 
good. It has been submitted to some Friends who have 
knowledge of the writer, and, according to their measures, 
also have some knowledge and understanding of what he 
has written. They feel assured that it will conduce to thy 
comfort as thou comes to a measure of the same understand- 
ing. They are willing also to believe that thou will find 
nothing to thy injury or contrary to thf truth. They and 
the writer desire to be served by the brethren's gifts in the 
light ; that their works may be proved whether they are 
wrought in God, yea, or nay. But who can prove them ? 
Not the unlearned in Christ ; not the unstable ; not they 
who cannot understand them. It is proper for such to 
"learn in silence with all subjection/^ lest they wrest 
them to their own destruction. It has been thought best 
to put several of these tracts together in one book, so as to 
be in a form more readily referred to when suitable op- 
portunities for serious consideration may occur. 

Remember that, although Paul wrote according to the 
wisdom given unto him, yet, in his epistles there are some 
things hard to be understood, (2 Peter iii. 15, 16). It is 



thus in writing for instmotion in natnral, as well as Apirit* 
nal tbings. The teacher must know more than the nn< 
learned ; otherwise there could be no service in teaching. 
Children all need teacbiog. And withont children, wisdom 
could not be justified of her children, because she could 
have no children ; and there could be no fruit of love, or 
of God, who is love, by her. These are they who are bom 
again. It will hurt no man to remember that it was one 
who passed among men for a Master in Israel^ who did not 
uoderstand how a man could be born agaio. A man must 
first know that he was blind, before he can know that he 
received sight. A man must also know that he has been 
made blind, before he can be a witness that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh and taken away his sin. << If ye 
were blind, ye should have no sin ; but now ye say, we see ; 
therefore your sin remaineth,'^ (John ix. 41). Men must 
acknowledge the great mystery of godliness before they can 
know the great gain it is with contentment. 

Dear reader, as we are brethren after the fiesh, let me 
entreat thee to consider the following extracts from Wm. 
Penn's writings, Vol. 5, p. 266, 267 and 268. 

• ^^ Friends J — As you are the sons and daughters of Adam, 
and my brethren after the fiesh, often and earnest have 
been my desires and prayers to God on your behalf, that 
you may come to know your Creator to be your Redeemer 
and Restorer to the holy image, that through sin you have 
lost, by the power and Spirit of his Son Jesus Christ, 
whom he hath given for the light and life of the world. 
And O that you, who are called Christians, would re- 
ceive him into your hearts ! for there it is you want him, 
and at that door he stands knocking, that you might let 
him in, but you do not open to him : you are full of other 
guests, so that a manger is his lot among you now, as well 
as of old. Yet you are full of profession, as were the 



Jews when he came among them, who knew him not, 
but rejected and evilly intreated him. So that if you come 
not to the possession and experience of what you professj 
all your formality in religion will stand you in no stead in 
the day of God's judgment. 

" I beseech you ponder with yourselves your eternal 
condition, and see what tith^ what ground and foundation 
you have for your Christianity : if more than a profession , 
and an historical belief of the gospel ? Have you known 
the baptism of fire, and the Eoly Ghosi, and the fan of* 
Christ that winnows away the chaff in your minds, and 
carnal lusts and affections^ That divine leaven of the 
kingdom, that, being received, leavens the wTwle lump of 
man, sanctifying him throughout^ in body, soul, and spirit ? 
If this be not the ground of your confidence, you are in a 
miserable estate/' 

<*And, friends, let me intreat you not to deceive your- 
selves, in so important a point, as is that of your immortal 
souls. If you have true faith in Christ, your faith will 
make you clean; it will sanctify you : for the SBxnta* faith 
was their victory of old : by this they overcame sin within 
and sinful men without. And if thou art in Christ, thou 
walkest not after the ^csA, but after the «/)iWV, whose fruits 
are manifest. Yea, thou art a new creature : new-made, 
new fashioned, after God's will and mould. Old things 
are done away, and behold all things are become new : 
new fove, desires, will, affections, and practices. It is • 
not any longer thou that livest; thou disobedient, 
carnal, worldly one ; but it is Christ that liveth in thee : 
and to live is Christ, and to die is thy eternal gain ; 
because thou art assured, * That thy corruptible shall pat 
on incorruption, and thy mortal, immortality ; and that, 
thou hast a glorious house, eternal in the heavens, thai 
will never wax old, or pass away.' All this follows being 
i n Christ, as heat follows fire, and light the sun, 

" Therefore have a care how you presume to rely upon 
such a notion, as that you are in Christ, whilst in your 
old fallen nature. * For what communion hath light with 
darkness^ or Christ with Belial?' Hear what the beloved 



disciple tells yea : ' If we say we have fellowship with 
God, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not. the trnih.' 
This is, if we go on in a sinful way, are captivated by oar 
carnal affections, and are not converted to God, we walk 
in darkness, and cannot possibly, in that state, have any 
fellowship with God. Christ clothes them with his 
righleotisness, that receive his grace in their hearts, and 
deny themselves^ and take up his cross daily and foUow 
him. Christ's righteousness makes men inwardly holy ; 
of holy minds, wills, and practices. It is, nevertheless, 
Christ Sf though we have it ; for it is ours not by nature^ 
but by faith and adoption : it is the gift of God. But 
still, though 710^ ours, as of or from ourselves, (for in that 
sense it is Christ's, for it is of and from him ;) yet it is 
ours, and must be ours, in possession, efficacy, and enjoy- 
mentf to do us any good ; or Christ's righteousness will 
profit us nothing. It was after this manner that he was 
made to the primitive Christians, * righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, justification, and redemption :* and if ever you will 
have the comfort, kernel, and marrow of the Christian 
religion, thus you must come to learn and obtain it.'' 

If this is to be << learned and obtained," take heed how 
thou teachest that all men know and have the Gospel in 
possession, although they refuse it and rebel against it; 
thus putting thyself in the way of sinners repenting. ' 

"The light of Christ within, who is the light of the 
world, (and so a light to you, that tells you the truth of 
your condition) leads al), that take heed unto it, out of 
darkness, into God's marvellous light. For light grows 
upon the obedient : Mt is sown for the ^ righteous, and their 
way is a shining light, that shines forth more and more to 
the perfect day.' 

" Wherefore, Friends, turn in, turn in, I beseech you ; 
where is the poison, there is the antidote. There you want 
Christ, and there you must find him ; and, blessed be God, 
there you may find him. ' Seek, and you shall find,' I 
testify for God. But then you must seek aright, with your 



whole heart, as men that seek for their lives, yea, for their 
€t§mal lives, diligently, humbly, patiently, as those that 
can taste no pleasure, comfort, or satisfaction in any thing 
else, unless you find him whom your souls desire to know, 
and love, above aU, it is a travail, a spiritual travail, 
let the carnal, profane world, think and say as it will. And 
through this path you must walk to the city of God, that 
has eternal foundations, if ever you will come there. Page 
269. 

<' This we know ; but we cannot make another to know 
it, unless he will take the same way to know it that we 
took." Page 268. 

Bead also the following from the same volume, pp. 262, 



"And now, as for you, that are the children of God's 
people, a great concern is upon my spirit, for your good ; 
and often are my knees bowed^to the God of your fathers, 
for you, that you may come to be partakers of the same di- 
vine life and power, that have been the glory of this day ; 
that a generation you may be to God, ' an holy nation, and 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works,' when all our 
heads are laid in the dust. you young men and women I 
Let it not suffice you, that you are the children of the peo- 
ple of the Lord ; you must also be horn again, if you will 
inherit the kingdom of God. Your fathers are but such 
after the flesh, and could but beget you into the likeness 
of the first Adam ; but you must be begotten into the like- 
ness of the second Adam, by a spiritual generation, or you 
will not, you cannot, be of his children or offspring. And, 
therefore, look carefully about you, ye children of the 
children of God ! consider your standing, and see what you 
Are, in relation to this divine kindred,, family, and birth ! 
Have you obeyed the light, and received and walked in the 
Spirit, which is the incorruptible seed of the word and 
kingdom of God, of which you must be bom again. God 
is no respecter of persons. The father cannot save or an- 
swer for the chUd, or the child for the father ; but in the 
sin thou sinnest thou shalt die ; and in the righteous) 



than dost J tbrougli Obriat Jesti§i thou shalt live ; for it is 
the wilUng and obedient that sball eat the good of the land^ 
' Be not deceived, God la not mocked ; suoh as all oatioDfi 
and people aoWj Euch tliej shall reap at the hand of the just 
God/'* 

Jf thou art known as & minister or aa a profeasor 
amongat the people he wrote canceroiDgf suffer me to cite 
tby attention to the following, (pp. 259, 200, 261 :) 

" And, brethren , aa to yon ia eommitted the diapeoiation 
of the oraelea of Grod, which give you frequent opportuni- 
ties, and great place^ with the people among whom yon 
travel, I beseech yon that you would not think it sufficient 
to declare the word of life in their assemblies, however 
edifying atjd comfortable such opportunities may be to you 
and them y hut, as was the practice of the man of God be- 
fore-meotioned, in great measure, when among ua, inqaire 
i\ie state of t^he several churches you visit; who among 
them are afflkted or sick^ who are tempted^ and if any are 
unfaithful or ohstinate ; and endeavor tb issue those things 
in the wisdom and power of God, which will be a glorious 
crown upon your ministry. As that prepares your way in 
the hearts of the people, to receive you as men of God, so 
it gives you credit with them to do them good by yonr ad- 
vice in other respects ; the afflicted will be comforted by 
you, the tempted strength en edj the sick refreshed, the un- 
faithful convicted and restored, and such as are obstinate, 
softened and &tted for reconciliation, which is clinching the 
nail, and applying and fasteniog tho general testimony, by 
this particular care of the several branehca of it, m refer, 
enca to them more immediately concerned in it. 
^ " For though good and wise men, and elders too, may re- 
side in such pkces, who are of worth and importance in the 
general, and in other places; yet it does not always follow 
that they may have the room they deserve in the hearts of 
the people they live among \ or some particular oecasion 
may make it unfit for him or them to use that authority, 
But you that travail as God's messengers, if they receive 
you in the greater, shall they refuse you in the lesa f And 
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if they own the general testimony, can they withstand the 
particular application of it, in their own cases ? Thus, ye 
will show yourselves workmen iudeed, and carry your 
business before you, to the praise of his name, that hath 
called you from darkness to light, that you might turn 
others from satan's power unto God and his kingdom, 
which is within. And O that there were more of such 
faithful laborers in the vineyaid of the Lord ! Never 
more need, since the day of God. ; 

" Wherefore I cannot but cry and call aloua to you, that 
have been long professors of the truth, and know the truth 
in the convincing power of it, and have had a sober con- 
versation among men, yet content yourselves only to know 
truth for yourselves, to go to meetings, and exercise an or- 
dinary charity in the church, and an honest behaviour in 
the world, and limit yourselves within those bounds ; feel- 
ing little or no concern upon your spirits for the glory of 
the Lord in the prosperity of his truth in the earth, more 
than to be glad that others succeed in such service : arise 
ye, in the name and power of the Lord Jesus ! Behold 
how white the fields are unto harvest, in this and other 
nations, and how few able and faithful labourers there are 
to work therein ! Your country folks, neighbours and 
kindred, want to know the Lord and his truth, and to walk 
in it. Does nothing lie at your door upon their account ? 
Search and see, and lose no time, I beseech you, for the 
Lord is at hand.'' 

As this exhortation is taken heed unto, the glory of the 
day which he wrote and testified of (as follows, pp. 253, 
254, 255), may be renewed. / 

'^ And now. Friends, you that profess to walk in the way 
that this blessed man was sent of God to turn us into, suf- 
fer, I beseech you, the word of exhortation, as well fathers 
as children, and elders as young men. 

" The glory of this day, and foundation of the hope that 
has not made us ashamed since we were a people, you 
know, is that blessed principle of light and life of Christ 
which we profess, and direct all people to^ as the great and 



diTiQe i D stria me El t and agent of maa^s couv^ersioti to God. 
It wan by this that we were £rst tomched, and effectually 
CDllghtened, as to ourinward state; which put us upon the 
^sonBideratioa of our latter end, causing ns to set the Lord 
before our eyes, and to number our dajs^ that we may ap- 
ply our hearts to wisdom. La that day wq judged nut after 
tte Slight of the cye^ or after the hearing of the ear; but 
according to the light and Bense this blessed prtueiple gave 
ue, so we judged and acted in reference to things and per- 
sons, ourselves and others; yea, towards God our Maker, 
For being quiekeued by it in our inward man^ we could 
easily discern the difference of things, and feel what was 
ri^ht, and what was wrong, and what was fit, arid what not^ 
both in reference to religious and civil concerns. That 
being the ground of the telle wahip of all saints, it was in 
that our fellowship stood. In this we desired to have a 
flense of one aoother, acted towards one another^ and all 
men I in love^ faithfulness, and fear^ 

** In feeling of the stirrings and motions of this princi- 
ple in our heafta, we drew near to the Lord, and waited to 
be prepared by it, that wc might feel drawings and mov- 
ings before we approached the Lord in prayer, or opened 
our moutbs in ministry. And in our beginning and end- 
ing with this, stood our comfort, service, and edification. 
And as we ran faster, or fell short, we made burthens for 
ourselves to bear^ our services finding in ourselve!^ a re- 
bukej instead of an acceptance j and in lieu of vteli done^ 
*■ Who has required this at your hands ?' In that day we 
were an exercised people, our very countenances and do- 
portment declared it, 

^' Care for others was then much upon us, as well as for 
onrselvea; especially of the young convinced. Often had 
we the burthen of t lie word of the Lord to our neighbours, 
relations, and acquaintance ; and sometimes strangers also. 
We were in travail likewise for one another's prci^ervation ; 
not seeking, but shunning occasions of any coldness or 
misuaderstanding; treating one another aa those that be- 
lieved and felt God present. Which kept our conversation 
innocent, serbus, and weighty j guarding ourselves against 
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the (fares and friendships of the world. We held the tmth 
in the Spirit of it, and not in our own spirits, or after our 
own will and affections. 

" They were bowed and brought into subjection ; inso- 
much that it was visible to them that knew us. We did not 
think ourselves at our own disposal, to go where we list, or 
say or do what we list, or when we list. Our liberty stood 
in the liberty of the Spirit of truth -, and no pleasure, no 
profit, no fear, no favor could draw us front this retired, 
strict, and watchful frame. We were so far from seeking 
occasion of company, that we avoided them what we could ; 
pursuing our own business with moderation, instead of 
meddling with other people's unnecessarily. 

*' Our words were few and savory, our looks composed 
and weighty, and our whole deportment very observable. 
True it is, that this retired and strict sort of life from the 
liberty of the conversation of the world, exposed us to the 
censures of many, as humourists, conceited and self-right- 
eous persons, &c. But it was our preservation from many 
snares, to which others were continually exposed, by the 
prevalency of the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the 
pride of life, that wanted no occasions or temptations to ex- 
cite them abroad in the converse of the world. 

'< I cannot forget the humility and chaste zeal of that day. 
0, how constant at meetings, how retired in them, how firm 
to truth's life, as well as truth's principles ! and how entire 
and united in our communion ! as indeed became those that 
profess one head, even Christ Jesus the Lord." 

Mark the words, " how constant at meetings, how re- 
tired in them, how firm to Truth* s life, as well as Truth* s 
principles I and how entire and united in our communion ! 
as indeed became those that profess one head, even Christ 
Jesus the Lord'* May the same be renewed more and 
more, to the praise and glory of the Father and his Son 
Jesus Christ, is the prayer of thy friend, truly, 

Joseph Bancroft. 



An explanation of the Saviour's scourge of smcdl eordSj 
which he uses for the salvation of the house of God^ through 
prayer and fasting from the bond of iniquity made manik 
fest in vain form, by temple m^erchcmts ; who do not the 
truth, neither bring their deeds to the light, that they may 
be made manifest thai they are wrought in God, the only 
one good, and the pure fountain of Life thai giveth lignt 
for the purpose of sight, and thcU mun may be a true wit- 
ness through sight, thcU God is man's only saviour, and 
gives light to ful his whole body ; thai there may be no 
cause of stumbling in God's true and faithful witnesses, by 
whom every word must be established out of their own 
mouths for a testimony, as a rod of iron against the evU 
doer, and a^cnnst thai nation thc^ is laden heavily with 
iniquity ; and thai must be smitten with the rod of the 
mouth of the just one, because the breath of his lips can 
only slay the wicked. 

Written in Phaadelphia, 9th month, 1864, by 

ABRAHAM LAWTON, 

of Athens, Greene County, New York. 

Explanation principles are as follows^ against principles 
'and powers of darkness ruling : — 

All falsehood lies in wickedness of the world, therefore 
baa no real standing in the holy place : so only presumes 
to stand to establish self-will in the power of darkness, 
and also in the ignorance of God's righteousness, by teach- 
ing ignorance, or the traditions of men, whose leiiming of 
the will of the flesh never leads any man to the knowledge 
of the Truth, but from it; so scatters abroad from just 
judgment, the spirit Of Truth; that leads into all Truth 
for the very purpose of scourging all error, by making 
error to appear in the garment of error only, as God and his ' 
godly followers do see error by their Father's light, that 
makes all things manifest by himself, who leadeth the 
humble into the paths of true judgment : and that certainly 
is only righteous which he leadeth into, to establish his 



everlasting sceptre; and likewise -to overthrow the seats 
and tables of the mammon servers and all vain worshippers, 
.that beguile men of their reward, and that spoil them 
through vain deceit, and by teaching the rudiments of 
tikis world, that are after tne manner of men's teaching 
a^ learning, and not after Christ^^ who is the wisdom 
and power of Ood hid hi his Son, to confound man's 
learning, and to bring that undeTStanding to nothing ; that 
no flesh may glory in man's presumption before him, but 
in the temple he glorifies ; and that men may there behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and make inquiry in the same 
form that he honoreth by their fruit, which they bring 
forth for his praise by doing his work in the Truth, and 
by knowing they serve the Saviour, that makes free from 
sin and death, and that bursts their bands asunder, be- 
cause it is impossible that he should be holden of them, 
and who triumphs over them ; and who, when he ascends 
with his church above all principalities and powers, leads 
captivity captive, and gives gif^ unto men, which they 
hold in the measure of his fulness, for the ministration of 
his grace and spirit, that i^ only given for the purpose of 
grace, and that salvation may be by love, the bond of peace, 
and not by the bond of iniquity, or the service of any vain 
worship, while the heart is far departed from the Lord, 
and tli^re is, by the deeds or service of such, adding sin 
to sin by taking counsel of men (not of God,) and cover- 
ing themselves with that counsel that is not of the Lord's 
spirit and power, which separates the precious from the 
vile, and gives ability to minister or speak as with the 
Lord's mouth, as the prophet said : which must be surely 
80, to be a swift witness against evil, and for a foundation 
that is in God's judgment; who lays it to the work of the 
builders, and brings the line and plummet of righteous- 
ness thereto, that all may bo scourged that is of the hiding 
> places of liee for a refuge, that they may be washed away 
by that overflowing judgment that blessed the land all the 
time of Israel's harvest : fear where judgment stands afar 
off. Truth perishes in the street and equity cannot enter, 
and the true harvest is not shown to men's eyes and 



reaped, beeaase they are not lifted ap in prayer to the 
Lord of the harvest; who mast send the increasOiOf la- 
borers into his harvest to reap, and also to receive wageSy 
aqtd to gather fruit unto everlasting life by the covenant 
of the house of the Lprd's praise, present, at hand ; called 
in- truth Judah and Israel^ by the Lord's mercy to their 
nnrighteousness, and by this present day's witness of God 
writing in their hearts his law, to make them be the Lord's 
people ; who is not a covenant-breaking God, but who de- 
clares, I will be their God by a sure covenant of mercy, in 
everlasting righteousness that is of me, saith the Lord, to 
his heritage, for a portionj and that no weapon formed against 
them shall prosper, and that every tongue that rises up in 
Judgment against those that he leads in the paths of true 
judgment may be condemned ; because they follow him^ 
the Bon of Man, to execute judgment. 
^ ^' Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne ; 
mercy and truth shall go before thy face/' Ps. Ixxxiz . 
14. Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ? 
And farther, who shall presume to hold up any men by 
their hands, that have gathered together, " but not by me" 
rthe elect fountain,) such shall fall for the elect (founda- 
tion's) sake ? ' Who hath known the mind of the Lord, 
and who hath been his counsellor ? Or is any man worthy 
to profess that he knows any thing that he has not learned 
of the Truth, or in his counsel of tried (riches of faith) 
gold, or mystery that is only given to the doers of the 
truth^ learned scribes in the kingdom of heaven, to know ? 
Because he teaches them what they da not know, and 
anoints their eyes to see his spirit, that makes them mes- 
sengers of whatever he gives them to teach : the same 
baptism they put on or learn by this day's bread, that is 
the power which makes them one body that holds the one 
head fitly, as he joins them by bands of peace, or the 
elothing that keeps any man from seeing shame ; because 
shame cannot appear in the form of God or in his work- 
manship. 

God's workmanship is a scourge of manifold gifts in his 
mystical body, that holds his Father to be greater than all 3 



even as the workman is greater than those he has joined 
together, and who are his own work to praise him in the 
assemblies of his saints, whom he comes in to judge the 
world also, even his only Son's members : that he may be 
the great husbandman, and may be all in all, in planting 
and in reaping the same faith, by his given and received 
power from on high ; and who doeth the work of scourg- 
ing and of rooting up every plant that he has not planted in 
and through his house, and in his courts ; nor required 
any vain treading nor presumptuous teachings to make the 
word he begets of none effect, at the hands of those who 
work the works of men and not of God ; who makes them 
manifest to be a den of thief-makers : and not true 
peace-makers, who shall, in truth, be called the children 
of God, because he is their Life, that is everlasting in 
every virtue that is fruitful in the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ : of whom all his servants do learn, by fol- 
lowing their captain and scourger of evil, into the den of 
thieves or against the refuge of lies ; because these steal 
a neighbor's words, and will not labor for the bread that 
perishes not, and that must be revealed from faith to faith 
for daily bread, to convince the world, by what the bap- 
tism, that is everlasting comfort, leads those into who put 
the Saviour on, to clothe them with light : for as many as 
are baptized into Christ do put on Christ, and are teachers 
of their house that they are clothed with from above, that 
they may teach the mystery in which they have fellowship 
with and in one another ; as the apostle said, " Surely our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son, and one 
with another." 

Now suffer me to say that all learning is made of none 
effect, and it is vain and futile to talk, read, or speak of the 
great gain of godliness or the worship of salvation, with- 
out men will come to the full ^psurance of understanding, 
and acknowledge the great mvstery of godliness, without 
controversy, with them in wnom that fellowship of the 
mystery is hid ; that they may see the mystery of the 
Truth, or know jrhe learning of him that is a meek and 
lowly state of heart to every learner of his Father's be- 



ffetting by his spirit, tliat shows bim, or makes him mani- 
fest : as Paul says of the power of the sabstance which is 
unsearchable riches, to make all men see (by learning 
mystery In regeneration,) what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ, (the 
learned body.) 

All things were made by the Sayionr of men; and 
also for the same Saviour of men, to keep or save them 
from sin, the power of darkness ; that none might perish 
by the destroyer^ that is of the faithless and perverse 
generation; and wh<o always comes with those that he 
entices to consent to sin, and to be a carcassi (a dead 
body,) or that which is of a defiled bed, separate from the 
marriage of the Lamb ; who comes in and with those 
whom he teaches his ways, and who learn his true judg- 
ments as he leads them to judge, and is their spirit of 
Judgment, and the strength of those who turn the battle 
to the gate against temptation ; and that strive to enter 
that gate which so few* do find a passage through to the 
life of godliness, and to be justified in the spirit; by which 
God is manifest in the saved flesh of the elect, who do 
eonfess that Jesus Christ is come in their flesh to be seen 
of angels ; (not of the carnally minded that say all men 
know him, and who do lie to rob him of his teaching ;) 
and comes to call sinners to repentance ; that their 
spirits may be made teachers and angels that see spirit; 
and that he makes a flame of fire to purify those that 
abide the day of his coming, and that stand when he 
appears in the earth as a refiner's fire, and as a fuller's 
soap, to purify the sons of Levi, that they may offer an 
offering in righteousness ; which the Lord will accept, 
because he does and has prepared the heart, and makes 
it pure ; to see the worahip of salvation, and to preach 
unto the Gentiles that belief that saves the world by 
quickening the mortal body, and by leading that bodily 
temple safely and confessedly to acknowledge that the 
hidden man is within it, and that the spirit is alive 
because of righteousness ; and that the great mystery is 
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learned of Um who gives to his followers power to he his 
scribes; and who is received up into glory, yet now 
comes down to glorify the church. 

Ood is the Father of all our sure mercies ; and no man 
can see his sons or Christ's brethren but those to 
whom he makes them manifest, because they are 
his angels of innocence ; or because he blotteth out 
their transgressions and remembers not their sins, or 
imputes them not; such do know him, from the least 
to the greatest of them, by a new and living covenant 
that is not broken, but lived in by them doing the truth 
and hearing God's words ; because they are of Ood ; and 
such are his children by faith, and are not strangers to 
his covenant, and do not live in the world without God, 
and as strangers and aliens do; who know not the true 
riches which are held in a pure conscience by the just, as 
they are given to know what every scribe is taught by, 
and are thereby instructed and do learn how to be bound 
or knit together in the goodness of God, and to be rooted 
and grounded in his love, that edifies the body, and that 
puffeth not up ; as in that knowledge which is naturally 
learned, and is always received of men by their teachings, 
demands, and commands, and in their times, and by 
observations of men. 

Has the baptism of John yet passed away from the 
sinner? If it is from heaven, how can that pass away 
that gives the knowledge of salvation by the remission of 
sins 7 It is now, alsOy that the axe is laid to the root, of 
every corrupt tree by the baptism of repentance, for giv- 
ing the knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins, 
and bringing forth the same fruit of repentance that God 
looks towards mercifully, in a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit, and that trembleth at his word; and who will 
revive the spirits of the meek ones of the earth, and bless 
them in whom his judgment wdrketh eontrition and makes 
them blind ; because they that see with their father, the 
devil, see with an evil eye or with a wicked spirit; and 
not with a single eye, and only hope unto the Lord, by 
their expectatJMi for his GO||ii0el| that is learned by what 



iB seen and heard wlien good only comes for bread that is 
broken together by the followers of Troth in the service 
of Christ; that they may strengthen one another by the 
knitting together in what they taste and see that his 
goodness is manifest in, for their deliverance from the 
thieves that come to steal, and to kill and destroy, 
because they will not fear his name, that is holy, just, and 
trae; and is also bread to all his virgins who savor the 
healing ointment of his love ; and who sends his Son 
into their hearts^ because they love him that blesseth 
every provision of Z ion, and satisfieth her hungry with 
good things ; and who preserves them, and enables them 
to trample under foot those that are good for nothing else 
but to be so made manifest that they are examples ; not 
in Ood's grace, who is mystery ; nor in Christ, in whom 
he has hid it with his members ; and who all learn what 
he gives them to know ; that they may hold what he has 
hid in them, to teach only what he leads them into for 
daily bread, as they are clothed with }iim in his fishing 
garment, to fish for men ; that they may also become the 
life of the world through the word of those that believe ; 
and be the same bread of faith that giveth life unto the 
world, by holding the mysteries which have been hid 
firom the foundation of the world, but that are now given 
to his followers to know them; who learn them fo9 
bread, and that they may teach the same name and bap^' 
tism, by breaking bread from hou^e to house; and by 
blessing the same cup of blessing, they drink into the 
same spirit as the Apostles did, in the mystical body 
which the world koows not of; (so must be judged by 
the saints, and scourged out of the temple, and not 
acknowledged to be his church ;) by being baptized or 
knit together; and by acknowledging that all Christ's 
followers must learn a renewal of daily baptism, to teach 
his name under, and to learn the knowledge God feeds 
by his pastors that he gives. 

The saints' glory is an inward hope that is worked 
by experience of the understanding of . good in man, 
because tho love of Otod is shed abroad in our hearts for 
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tn imolior to the soul, and that there is somethiDg that 
maketh not ashaiiied ; even the Truth, that keeps the 
ship of faith from wrecking ; because he is sure and 
steadfast, or is the rock within, that is spiritual substance } 
aftd that is Ghrist, the wisdom and power of God in every 
one that believeth } and that surdj is the sword of his 
follower's mouth, to return the precious from the vile } or 
(o drive out traditional teachers bj scourging them, and 
by making their roots appear to be dead to righteousness, 
and of a sinful spirit^ that must be rooted up by the Son 
of man who has dominion in his members, and uses them 
for the building of his church, as he walks in the midst 
of them who are candlesticks ; that they may not walk 
without him ; and if any one does continue to walk with* 
out him, that candlestick must be removed out of his 
place by those members who learn of Truth that know- 
ledge of being interwoven or folded by twisting separate 
and together firmly ; and who are pastors given to feed 
the flock with knowledge after the Lord's mind and 
understanding. 

The children of Zion are far from oppression, because 
Ihey are all taught of the Lord, and are in his righteous* 
ness by that sure teacher they see (present) ; him that 
ahall not be removed into a comer. It is faith that has 
power over unbelief, and that sees unbelief to be in the 
corruption of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sad- 
ducees, and that it is hypocrisy that is the den thereof, 
&c. Unbelievers cannot see faith, nor hope's anchor that 
is immovable and steadfast in Truth's advocates, ever 
fhounding in the work of the Lord; which is by him 

5 bo leads into all truth by his life everlasting. The work 
! Ood is to teach men to be his sons and daughters ; and 
to be Truth's mother, sister, and brother, is only known in 
the experience of regeneration; or by coming out from 
among the world's people by touching not, tasting not, 
and handling not the unclean thing; and twill receive 
euch, saith the Lord Almighty ; and then ye shall be the 
household of faith, that inherits substance, that is born 
of God, and that overcomaa the world, and that oasts out 



unbelief, and that drives oat every temple merchant who 
cannot, in trath^ call Jesus, Lord ; nor the true God, 
Father. 

The faithless do not know the baptism of repentance by 
experience, or by the preparation of their heart to receive 
a son through reformation, or the time when the seed of 
the woman or the son of man comes to stand where his 
Father puts him, upon the head of the serpent's wisdom, 
with his saving bodily force, having under his heel the 
enmity which his Father has placed between faith and un- 
belief. 

God, as Father, I am bound to say with Paul, is a great 
mystery ; and they that are in godliness dwell with him in 
his secret place, that they may teach his great name only 
in that which he makes great in faith, as he made Abra- 
ham's name great in himself; and to bless him that was 
begotten in faith that is in the believer, and that is in the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost; that while it remains upon any 
man, the same is he that begets faith, or sows the good 
seed in the world, or that baptizes with the Holy Ghost; 
and that is a fire unquenchable against every thing that is 
useless, though it may have been used ; as the chaff and the 
stubble, it must be separated from the bread or seed : or 
that which is proud or wicked within must be consumed, 
with the breath of his lips that slays the wicked by wrest- 
ling with their principles and powers of darkness in the 
rulers of this world, spiritual wickedness in high plaoeS| 
casting down imaginations of high thoughts. 

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual, 
and are mighty through spirit only, that is mystery to the 
flesh. Flesh knows nothing but by fleshly manifestation^ 
and by the form such manifestation appears in, to prove 
what a man learns of form ; and by evidence that proves 
that the existence of the things of a man are known by 
the spirit of a man naturally ) and in a natural mind that 
comprehends natural things that are made known or re- 
ceived, and are natural gifts, which are taught and learned ; 
so not known before the time of receiving that teacher's, 
instructor's, or schoolmaster's service, to teach such some- 



10 

thing that is not known^ forllieir great gain, and often at 
great coat to the learners ; who have a time when they 
learn knowledge, and a season for their fields to be sown witn 
knowledge ; and a time for the key to work and to open the 
mystery, by experience in practice of figures, to prove the 
mle to be true, and that it agrees in principle and practice, 
both in figures and in sounds of words; by their elementa- 
ry rule to qualify them for teaching, by and through first 
learning the truth of gain, before men that profess to teach, 
have hope by experience, that they have received ability to 
administer knowledge for a service of learning and teach* 
ing, which must be received to be known. 
- The things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of 
God. His teaching is in his only Son, his taught body; 
and every member learns his daily bread by seeing him 
descend who is the teacher from his Father, and who de« 
olares his Father's name and power in the midst of those 
be descends upon^ and remains upon them to shield them, 
and to keep them from perishing who believe by receiving 
power to become the sons of God ; and who thereby bap- 
tize also into the name of their Father, that men- may 
learn to call God Father, by conversion, and by being 
Kealed that way in truth, or their infirmitiea iMuped, to 
judge right, by first being made blind. 

A man needs no oounsel to buy of the Truth that which he 
lias already in possession honestly ; neither does he need 
any rebuking and chastening to be zealous and repent, 
that he may receive that by which he is already saved from 
xnisery and from nakedness, if truly covered ; and no des- 
titution of gold tried in the fire, nor of bread of faith, can be 
within, while supping with the Saviour. He that stands 
at the door and knocks is not an inward sapper, but an 
ont-stander at the door ; and a rebuker and a chasten- 
er in his love to as many as he receives ; which only is by 
repentance and letting the ^reprover come inside the cup 
aiMi platter ; and that uncovers nakedness, and shows the 
want of that supping and strengthening. They who say 
they are increased in goods and have need of nothing, are 
tbey that do not sup with the hidden man of the heart, and 



til at do not leam daily roystory : Huch caimot hold that 
wlsich they have not yet received from that spirtual meat 
wittin, in truth, of thia day's bread ; and while yet the 
bread and the body of the Sariour is without themj and 
must fight against them with the sword of his mouthy to 
rebuke, by his standing without the door^ for zeal to re- 
pent, that he may come in. 

The ground and pillar of Truth ia the great mystery of 
godliness ; and it is blessed ground to every messenger of 
the everlasting covenant in the SaYiour's body : and there 
can be no divine worship without some duty or service to 
do to save something lb at is lost, or, without ilj would be 
lost, or else it is no message of salvation ; and message 
must be communicated to be eomnnmion \vith the Father, 
and with the Son, and one with another j and to be the 
form that does appear, by the power of God, to show forth 
that which he has formed for himself; they shall show 
forth his praise, being tliat people he has formed for hia 
glorions bouse. All that will not be knit together by the 
goodness of God to acknowledge the mjstcry of the Father 
and of Christy in whom all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge are bid, and that do oontroveit that doctrinej 
and go about to establish such principles of destruction, 
must be scourged and driven out of the church, and their 
seats and tables overthrown by the select Body's authority. 
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THE USE AND CALLING OP THE GENE- 
RATION OP LIGHT SET PORTH, 

FOR THE aREAT GAIN OF THE CHILDREN AND GENERA- 
. TION OF THIS WORLD WHO ARE WISER IN CALCULA- 
TION THAN THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT. 



PREFACE. 



TO THE SINGERB AND HONEST INQUIRER AFTER THE TRUTH. 

There can be no light unto men, without real generation 
tod the being of men. Exclude that being and generation, 
and man has neither part nor lot as a witness, neither faith- 
ful nor unfaithful. 

All faithful witnesses of the truth see through a single 
(mind's desire or hunger and thirst after right judgment; 
and to see purely in heart by one glory of good, and .to 
follow singly the) eye that God has ordained truly to fill 
both the natural body, which is first, and secondly, to fill 
the spiritual body by the life or spirit of God, by which 
man now becomes a living soul, or is renewed from the 
dead by the second Adam, the quickening spirit ; through 
man's generation in the will of God, when it is done on 
earth as it is done in heaven ; and without which will done, 
there can be no sanctified body for the Son of man to ap- 
pear in, and who only comes savingly in any man, solely to 



represent hin Father in tlic flcdh, and to confess with the 
mouth saviDglj tha,t he forms the weapons of truth agaiast 
rulers of darkness of this world^ by wreatling agamst im^ 
aginations of high thought (Nob against flegh and blood 
to destroy the body j but to save it, by overcoming the evil 
or uncleaa spirit by praj^er aud fasting, or leading him cap- 
tive and casting those high thoughts down, whose table la 
a anare to those that will not fast and pray to destroy or 
sever the force of his generation that is in the will of the 
flesh and love of the world ; of whom Jesas said, '* smh 
have not the love of the Fatber in them/'J 

Theso imaginations and high thougbts preclude all gene- 
ration of ligbt. There can be do generation of iigbt with- 
out repentance of that which beguiles men's eyes in evil 
desireSj and plucking that evil eye out and casting it from a 
man so far that he servos not tbo power of darkness, but 
him tbat gives the knowledge of salvation by the remis^aion 
of eina^ and thereby to see clearly. 
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The use and calling of (he generation of light set /orthj for 
the great gain of the children and generation of this 
world who are wiser in calculation than the children of 
light. • 

Jesus lays down the principles of the generation of light 
by true sight, in that his Father makes those that are his 
brethren manifest by his own wisdom and power, and 
orowns eyery mother of the generation of light, as a trae 
witness of Ood in the cause of immortality and in the dig- 
nity of eternal life, and leads them for witnesses of power 
with dod and man, and as princes whom his spirit gives 
power over darkness : and that power is in truth called 
revelation to the understanding of men, by the sight in 
their minflsi to know him, the only true Ood, and Jesus 
Christ whoin he hath sent, and for the same purpose which 
the Prophet said : <* I, the Lord, have called thee in right- 
eouness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and 
will give thee for a covenant of the people, and for a light 
%o the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisonen from the prison, and them that sit in darkness 
out of the prison house." Isa. xlii., 6, 7. That which is 
born of the spirit is spirit; and that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and is in its own generation of wisdom and 
prudence of natural sight and mind. Where then does 
the wise and the prudent of the generation of this world 
dwell ? Surely they do not abide in the true and living 
vine that the husbandman and Father purges to bring 
forth more fruit in his abiding branches of the truth 
(whose dwelling is one vine,) by the same cleansing judg- 
ment of him who is the great planter of the vine that 
abides in himself for sustenance to the church, called the 
house of the Lord ; and which flourishes in tho courts of 
our God : who is the Father of all his faithful witnesses, 
that testify of whjtt they do know by seeing, and hearing, 
and understanding, through conversion, and the same 
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covenant : first acknowletlgbg God their Father, and then 
one anotlicFj in the gift of his covenant, and by walking 
in the same light which ngreea in the principle of the 
spirit of truth, as John says^ ** If we walk in the lights aa 
he ia in the lijj;ht, we haTO fiil! 'Wi^hsp one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ, bis son^ cicanseth its from 
all sin,'' 

The prkoD house yet remains with many blind eyes; 
and verily, verily, these are In a «jeat necessity of the gift 
of light, by receiving living sight, that can only be ap- 
plied to men splritnally or natamlly through the eye ; 
which 13 the only medium through which God eniightena 
tbe body or the mind. 

This is given also unto Gentiles, by the same covenant 
and blessing through the Lord's people whom he will teach 
himself in hia own generation as a husband and a fatber ; 
and who redeems hia church through his everlasting cove- 
nant of Father and Sonship, and through the medium of 
witnesses, as Jesus directed those wbo saw his works^ to 
testify of them, for a manifestation of his true generation, 
by sight of the reality and substance of things. This im- 
plies the same birthright, in the righteous of all natioua and 
families of the earth ; (through God the Father, and man 
the molher that is a prepared body;) and who are all 
Bauctificd by the same will that glorifies Truth's Father ; 
who leads the son of every rigHteons man to build his 
church in his own kindred of the seed of Abraham^ aB 
Jesus describes the whole family of light that put him on 
for an armor of light as Paul says, and then stand in the 
ability thereof to quench every thing that ia quenchable ; 
and that the sure rock of God's word of comfort may re- 
main \ that burns against all ungodliness of meuj and is 
.nnquenchable by sinner's deeds without men. God's 
generatit>n and day leaves neither root nor branch, nor 
thought, nor deed, in the day that burns within the mind, 
as an oven burns inwardly that which prepares it for use- 
fulness and com fort J to the deatruction of the principles 
of action or the elements within it^ which the son of man 
comes to destroy uu quench ably by a birth and a mother 
only of good. 
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Father of good, in truth, implies a mother in godliness. 
Qodliness, in truth, implies inseparably (as aforesaid of 
Jesus Christ and Paul's testimonj) the generation of light, 
or the begotten word, sword of the spirit, &o., which can- 
not exist (the principle being entirely made void and of 
none effect,^ without mother, sister and brother in truth, 
and by spintual affinity, as witnesses in God's kingdom, ia 
nen's minds who comprehend the things of Groi that are 
ipiritually discerned within, by God the Father, Man the 
Jlother, Sister, and Brother, of the same mind jointly that 
was in Christ Jesus; which forms his generation completely 
IB. that image which lacketh nothing in any branch which he 
is the entire head of, and owns by times and seasons : and 
which branch is also the hiding place of the same hand and 
inamoyable rock that flesh and blood can neither search 
out nor reveal ; and which he must be the Father of by 
covenant in the whole family compact and joint heirship, 
without which man hath no witness of relationship spiritu- 
ally with G^ in the earth, as God manifest in the flesh, 
by the image of God in the Truth begotten, as follows : 
<( Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in 
ll^ven, the same is my Brother, and Sister, and Mother ;" 
Wliioh includes all the children of light by the gloriotis 
iiord. Judge, and Lawgiver, in his kingdom, that is light 
in his own kindred of faith ; which giveth first life, and 
then sight, by the birth of the spirit within the minds of 
men who have once been blinded, and renewed in faith ; 
or their eves opened to see their own Son and Lord by the 
Immanuel state, God with ub in covenant; and in cove- 
nant likewise with all his house of Judah and the house of 
Israel ; who gathers the elect by grace from all the people 
of a strange language, as it is written of the house of 
Jacob ; when the Lord called him out of Egypt, from among 
a people of a strange language, Judah was his sanctuary, 
and Israel his dominion ; the sea saw it and fled ; Jordan 
(or the river of judgment) was driven back; the mount- 
ains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs, at 
the presence of the mighty God of Jacob. The Lord's 
lanotoary yet ruleth with Gk>d, in his kingdom on earth. 



and is faitiiful with tte sainte ; aud by the same faith only 
ehall men draw water out of the well of salvatioti, which 
the Lord hath prepared before the face of all his chosen 
witnesses, (and not behind those that despise him,) as he 
did to Simeon, who saw the Lord's ChrisI and his saving 
serviee of peace ; and alao saw the sign for wbieh he was set^ 
even for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, that 
the thoughts of many hearts may he revealed by his gene- 
ration of light, and in the will of his Father, which must 
be done in enr&h, that there may be a heavenly witness of 
God^s covenant with bis people ; and who must agree in 
the name of his Son, to be made witnesses that it is verily 
done for them by their Father that rules in heaven, as he 
said uiUo bi^ breihreu in the same will : ^' I ascend to my 
Father and your Father ^ and to my God and your God ;" 
in which life or spirit, he was not ashamed to call them 
brethren, as being bouod with them in the same body by 
his Father's gifts aod covenants of life, that he will glorify 
and honor in them that honor him in truth; and who are 
Abraham's children by doing his works of faith : being 
those blessed kindred that are all bound together in Christ 
the fulness; of whom we have all reeeived, and grace for 
grace f that the election may be of the grace of God, who 
shortens judgment^ that be may save by his elect seed that 
he binds together; and also records in heaven every sure 
agreement in men whom he leads yet, even as many as are 
hiiB Sons, into all truth ; and who also seeketh their wor- 
ship in spirit, and in the galvation of man, who surely is 
the Mother of the same true Saviour in all generations that 
keep the truth, as Isaiah says, of the song and the land of 
Judahj aod the gates, &c. Isa. xxvL 1, ^J, 

All true light must be made manifest by life, to be 
God's witness on earth, and also to be the light of life and 
truth unto meUp 

The only true God has hid all things io himself, to bo 
revealed only nnto his own kindred who are held in God'a 
hand, who appoints his times and seasons for his own pur- 
poHCH, and which no man can commaod^ for witneeses of 
the day spring from on high. This is God's appointed 
2* 



(time or) wall of aalvalion and bulwark; eyen the Truth 
that must be kept, for the righteous to enter within the 
gatea of praise. Thej that keep the Truth are led by the 
Truths and do open the gates of righteousness by follow* 
iug their own master in spirit and m truth. Truth ealla 
all inheritors of his life and substance the generation of 
light f as Abraham^ Isaac, and Jacob were the children 
of God, because they lived unto God ; and thus were his 
cliildren by the resurrection and the life from the dead; 
which dead know nothing. 

Then, the good will of him that dwelt in the bush and 
oonsumed it not, is now the Saviour from the dead and the 
deliverer from evil : aa he was Joseph's Saviour in tempta- 
tion, the living stone and shepherd of his Father, that 
blessed him and made him a Saviour of the world in his 
generation of innocence before God and men ; and whose 
bow abode in strength, and his branch ran over the 
wall to bless the nations in the stone of his Father's 
strength that he abode in ; to gather the people together 
with the power of his generation over offenders in the 
prison-house; as he said: "I have done no harm; and 
when it is well with thee, remember thou me." So said he 
tat the witness of G^d's virtue through an Israelite indeed, 
and an interpreter of truth for the salvation of men, and 
fat manifestation of the judgment of God upon the 
oppressors of the harmless, whose groanings the Lord 
heard, and delivered them. 

Now is the appointed time, now is the day of salvation. 
Harden not your hearts, as in the day of temptation, and 
proving God's works, which he has given, that men may 
see and know his ways that are hid from the wise and 
prudent, and only revealed within the walls of salvation 
in the land of Judah, and the city that hath gates to open 
only unto the righteous nation that keepeth Truth ; as it 
is written of the Lord's people that are his sanctuary and 
his dominicm only through the birth of light, in which 
they are a heritage unto the Lord, and because their 
nj^hteousness is of him that appoints it a wall of salva- 
Imui ; and for bulwarks against all ungodly men's deeds. 



tbat the spirit of tcntli comes to reprove } and to oonvinoa 
the world by judging their ud godly speeches and ways of 
walking) like Cain^ who walked withoat God, and with- 
out his testimonjin light, and without faith, which Enoch 
liad} because he pleased God. That same spirit now 
comes iu those that walk with htm, and Dot without 
Mm, who is the spiritual Father of bis heritage that 
he leads to open his gates of praise in those that do 
sing with the spirit, and with the understanding, also, 
in the land of Judah, saying : " Wo hate a strong city ; 
sal ration will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open 
ye the gates^ that the righteous nation that keepeth the 
truth may ecter in," 

They that keep the Truth have no night in their city, 
and the gates are not shut by day, because they are chil- 
dren of the same ligbt, and of the day they walk in for 
God's glory ) and the Lamb is their light that do follow 
him who is in the midst of the throne, and who leada 
them to his FathcTj the fountain of living water, by a 
birth of his spirit in every chaste mother whom he keep* 
eth fiom being defiled in person, (as Cain and Esau were 
profane in person). 

That which 38 first is natural, and is of the earth and 
earthy. That which is afterward is spiritual. Man's 
tody was made for the Lord, and not for defilement of 
person. Those who corrupt good muaners through evil 
communications of sinful thought^s^ have no expression of 
God's manifestation in their persons. There ia a natural 
body and there is a spiritual body. The spiritual body 
haa the dominion ove^ the natural body, and bodies also; 
beeanjae he that is born a prince with God, and is in the 
great gain of godliness, which is profitable unto all things, 
can see those bodies; and what the Lord has written 
upon those natural bodies that are not converted and 
changed,, as Jacob was when the Lord ehined upon his 
understanding^ and made him a Prince in his generatioa 
of holiness ; and which all rhe children of Israel keep 
holy, and also regard the halticg which is by the powef 
of God*fl wisdom as a weapon of lightj and surely dia- 
jointing his own power hy the blessing ; and changing his 
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name, (in the Lord's time, no longer to be called Jacob,) 
to Israel ; tbe Lord's dominion and blessing, to open the 
gates of the land of Judah, who yet ruleth with God as 
his Prince, when Zion's King reigns in righteousness and 
his princes rule in judgment. '< And a man shall be as a 
hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tern* 
pest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land. And the eyes of them that 
see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall 
hearken." Then, the Son of man is God's authority of 
light, in all that walk by sight in God, their Father, who 
sanctifies the mother of all his own works by his word and 
prayer, that he may reign, and his Son shine in every 
member he purges. 

All light comes to men by God, and it shines out of 
darkness through life quickened to birth and respiration, 
for the manifestation of the senses of a man, by which 
the things of men surely witness his being both 
naturally and convertingly bom of the spirit of life, and 
in dominion as a prince of peace ; and in the kingdom of . 
God over the persecutors of the Lamb, who verily, verily, 
cannot see what God hath thankfully hid. 

I now feel in the love of God fervent desires for the 
special well-being of his creation, over which he has 
placed man as the head thereof; that he, by his Maker's 
grace, may be so taught in this present world, that men 
may thereby possess a thankful heart, and render unto 
him the things that are due ; and not rob him of his 
glorious kingdom which Jesus Christ came to establish 
for ever and ever, on daily received bread, to be given by 
the Father of all who ask it unfeignedly and hallowedly 
in his own kingdom ; who leads his children to ackoowledge 
that his' is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, by 
doing his will in earth as it is done in heaven. 

An heavenly generation must exist on earth, or else 
' Jesus Christ, the Saviour of men, that sanctifies by 
prayer, is made void as a leader and putter forth ; and 
taian, also, does not have an abode with him and with his 
Father, to call him Lord in truth by the Holy Ghost. 
There must be, Unequivocally, Mother, Sister, and Brother 
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ia ipirit, in order to have a fuU acknowledgment of 
nn^mtanding in the Tmth ; for without that asaaranoOi 
men cannot claim true prayer as Brethren with their 
Heady and say << our Father " hallowedly. 

Further^ the Church must individually be the mother 
of the Saviour, to be a saved mother by their own Son, 
that only can call God Father in spirit of life, that is a 
sure and faithfnl witness unto his Father in behalf of his 
Mother, that must also be a spiritual witness of Mount 
Zion, that God reigneth ; first as a subject individuallyi 
and then sisterly, by a Eedeemer that is both a husband 
and a maker; the Holy One of Israel, the God of the 
whole earth shaU he be called. Then, all light UDfeignedly 
is by Life; and is manifest in the flesh through belief 
unto birth and senses joined together of Mother, Sister, 
and Brother. 
•Let me repeat once more^ this is the greatest of all 
gain, and is that which is so profitable unto all things ; 
and the only way that true witness of godliness can be 
established; and is so appointed by God, who hath 
ordained it through his babes and suokliugs mouths, to 
whom he reveals his secrets; which truly and surely 
belong unto the L^rd, and do not belong unto us and to 
onr children until they are revealed in duty and in grace, 
that is God's manifestation of teaching: and which must 
also be learned, to be great gain ; instead of a curse by 
choosing to walk in darkness, and so refusing to walk in 
the light, by turning the back upon reproof. 

There can be no duty required of man from God in the 
way of his service, enjoining any man to teach men 
grace, who, as a servant of God, has not first received 
grace freely, before he can give freely, or so teach grace. 

It is against the Truth and is anti-christian presump- 
tion, and in the woe of ignorance, to suppose that God 
sends men to teach grace and truth that come by the 
wisdom and power of God only, who yet are not acquainted' 
with him, neither are in God's peace ; in which his chil- 
dren are peacemakers only by being established in their 
learning of him, and thereby are far from oppression. Is 
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it not tbe height of folk for men to transform this trath, 
and make a lie of the Truth of Ood, by changing it on 
religious account, to shun learning under the cross oe 
yoke of Christ ? Neither God nor the godly by his grace 
or favor, can truly teach men anything that they do knowv 
Men are perverters of God's ways, and do stand in the way 
of Binners, and do walk in the counsel of the ungodly, and 
entirely take away the key of (David or) knowledge, and 
have not the morning star that God shines through, when 
they do say there is no mystery in godliness, and do 
change it into a lie ; for no man can teach or serve truly 
that which they know ndb; nor learn truly what they 
do hold the knowledge of surely for a rock and refuge, 
daily given only ; like the lightning comes, so the Son of 
man comes to teach : this day have I begotten thee ; thou 
^Mt my Son only. 

Abraham Lawton. * 

Athens, Greene Coanty, New York, 2d month, 1865. 



THE PERSECUTOR'S ROCK UNCOVERED; 

OR THE SON OF PEUDITION MADE MANIFEST J WHO LIET- 
ETH UP HIS HEBL AGAINST TEE BRET H REX TO ^ ' 
AOflUSB THEM. 



PEFEACE TO THE READER, 

oa 
An introduction^ setting forth the wa^ to receive pure s^i^ht 
iTimen*s hearts and be blessed with understanding in the 
pomeMion thereof^ which si(/ht is held % the son of the 
Just man only : that the Lamb ma^ reign ^ and that the 
innocent ma^ Judge the guilty^ and not the guilty am* 
denm the innocent hi/ perverting the trtUh. 

Pure sight 13 ordaiaed of God the author of all good, utid 
who is the orderer of the good man's waySf to Be th^t sighl 
whieh he glvQB la men's miadswhen his spiritual life, thfti 
is the light of men, shines out of d^irkness ia the heart, to 
give them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in tbe fuce of Jesus Christ. They who see the face of 
Jesus Chriflt in their own son of man, of whom the true 
church is bmltj must he drawn into their standi og by his 
Father; who shields or clothes them with his whole armor 
of truth, that thej may be able to stand in the trjiDg day 
against all the wiles of the devil, and that all his fiery darts 
may be qacnehed by men standing ia the namo and glorj 
of Truth's Father : so that their sou's face and oou ate nance 
in his stren^^th of light is direct j (face to face ;) and causes j 
by the reflectioti of God or good, the same ioipression or 
image, which his Father only shines through to beget the 
same thing, as an everlasting Father } or who gives ability 
in the same life that ia light in the pure heart; and who 
sows the good seed in the world, which ia only seen of 
angels, and ia also reaped by angels who do behold the face 
of their Father which 13 in heaven, and ere in his mysteri- 
ous kingdom that is hid from the wii^o and prudent, and is 
revealed unto the babes and sucklings in and through every 
mother that supports the truth ; and who are made pillars 
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by their own son sitting down with them, and judging 
for them and leading tbem into all trtAh and thankfulness ; 
even so now : and who must hold their Father's name for a < 
gfe&t mystery that is only in wisdom's Father's hands ; and 
is only for those children (not by sonship of Zebedee) for 
whom it is prepared of the Saviour's Father ; that the Son of 
man may have power to judge in the Father's only way and 
time, and which leads, as Paul said, as many as are his 
sons, by his spirit ; or the same in snhstance. Paul Uke- 
wbe exhorts and strengthens the ohurch as follows : Eph. 
vi. 10. " Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his migbi.^' And, v. 17 and ;20, " Take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, which 
is the word of God; praying always with all prayer tfnd 
supplication in the spirit, and watching thereunto with tdl 
perseverance and supplication for all saints ; and for note, 
that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth bpldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel, 
for which I am an ambassador in bonds ; that therein I 
may speak boldly, as I ought to ^peak/^ 

Suffer me to say that the light of life is the blessing of 
the pure in heart, and is sure unto those that see God with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, and do understand with 
their hearts, and truly because they are converted ; and be- 
cause the Saviour has taken their infirmities upon him, who 
himself bears our sickness, and among the people there is 
none to help him ; who treads the wine press alone, that 
the virtue may come from his own vine of the church, and 
through his Father's purged branches ; that they who re- 
ceive his bodily members that he puts forth, may receive 
their Master, and also receive him tnat sent Him (the Son 
of man ;) who now continues in his Father's love, and goes 
before his own brethren that they may continue in their 
Master's love, and may go forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, in his wisdom and harmlessness, who leadeth into 
all truth, and abideth with his followers forever, and will in 
no wise leave them comfortless. 
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The persecuiars rock nitcopsred^ or the son of perdition 
m>ade m^ant/eBt ; iclta lifieik mp hU ked against iha 
brethren t^ accuse tk^Tn^ 

To cliargo persecution upon brethren or upon friend a of 
Trmtb^ is & erime tkat cbanges the truth of God into a He, 
«.nd perrerta the Lord^s ways ^ and ia done bj mem who 
follow their own devices to Mind the minds of others br 
teacbiii^ their own kingdom of this world^s righteousness, 
against the Truth ; which i^ the Lord's sword in tbe montK 
of every mother of the Truth, and the hreath of their eon's 
lips to destroy the wicked with spiritual weapons of war- 
fure; and to wrestle against such priociples and powers of 
darkness ia such ruters of darkness of this world ; and to 
cast down their imaginations of high thought and kee^ tho 
dominion over them* 

They that charge persecution upon innocent persons, do 
rise up m judgment against the heritage of the servaiits of 
the Lordj wiiose ** rtghteouanessis of me " as the Lord said 
by Isaiah his prophet : Every such tongue ihou shalt cou- 
deranj and their weapons formed against thee shall not 
prosper, of to that import. 

Saul of Tarsus was a persecutor while he kicked against 
the true rock, and accu^^cdthe brethren hy authority of let- 
ters, &c.^and held the raiment of the slayers of the witness 
of God, who was in the testimony of hm only son, whom 
they had hy wicked hands betrayed, &o ; so were destroyers 
of that way with Saul, who persecuted brethren uoto 
«trange cities. 

Ke who holdeth the times and the seasons of his wisdom 
tn his own hands^ saw meet to hide his wisdom from Saul and 
to confound him suddenly, like lightning cometh unespeo- 
tedly \ and out of his own time and season, and by that 
which J rebukingly, was a light from heaven, above the 
UQOQ-day sun that pertains to the body only, it pleased 
God ID this heavenly vtsioD to judge bimj and to make him 
blind in his own way that he was going with kttert from 

a 
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the chief priest, not expecting to meet Jesus in the way, 
who hath the keys of death and hell, to open and to shnt, 
to loose and to hind hy his woM ; and who comes into this 
world for judgment, that they '< who see not might seCi 
and that they who see, may he made blind '* by the judg- 
ment of the Son of man, to whom his Father hath com- 
mitted all judgment ; that all men may honor the Son, even 
as they honor the Father; whose way is hid in all the 
Saviour's brethren, who receive Christ as Paul, who was 
called Saul, did ; who found the Truth through the grace 
of €k)d, and in the gifts of the brethren whom he was fol- 
lowing to persecute, in their service to their Head and 
Master : who led them, (but met Saul), aod was their 
treasure and mysterious way ; hidden to Saul who had as 
it were scales over his eyes, until a disciple could call him 
(who was met) brother, in conversion and consolation of 
seeing and receiving that which he had not before his own 
wisdom was confounded, and he had been so met in his ex- 
ceeding madness, and the way of the destroyer's authority 
against the Truth ; who is the reprover of the world's 
righteousness, which does not go to, nor come from his 
Father, who said unto Saul, " Why persecutest thou me ?" 
Here Jesus appeared as Lord and Judge ; and Saul fell at 
the words, " I am Jesus whom thou persecutest ) it is hard 
for thee to kick against the pricks/' Thus ended the king- 
dom of Saul's service of persecution ; who verily thought 
he did Gk>d service in his hidden things of dishonesty, 
which the Lord of life and glory called him to renounce 
by the grace of God ; which kept the church then from 
fainting, and in the Truth, for a testimony by Christ's 
manifestation, which turned him from darkness to light, 
for a witness of Jesus, as one bom out of due time; who 
heard a voice in the Hebrew tongue, and who saw a light 
that shone from heaven suddenly : he, not consulting with 
flesh and blood, gave up unto the heavenly vision for 
knowledge, saying. Who art thou, Lord ? 

Thus the revealer of persecution was made manifest to be 
Jesus, the persecuted in all his brethren accused by Saul ; 
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who Ml to the groaad and was shswti how great things h^ 
ehould Buffer for Cbrbt's name's sake, as a ciioeen vessel to 
convert meii, or to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, 

Paurs brethrets had the raanifeatation of Truth hy j^race 
that kept them with him from faiutiug in their diversity 
of gifts, h J the one Lord, whom tbey served by following 
him, their peace and joy in the holy Ghost; nwi who fiiti 
down with all whom he leads to overcome likel^aul did, by 
the spirit of Truth, for the church's commeudation, io what 
they were really lu the sight of God ; nnd not in the si^ht 
of men that rejected the counsel of G jd against them- 
selves^ and refused also the eye-salve thnt conief^ tinto the 
mother, sister and brother, in the revelation of their own 
Son of man | who justifies his mother of wisdom, hy birth , 
and also glorifies his own Father ; and likewise refuiea to 
call any man upan earth, hia father of wisdom, or master 
builder; for one is your master, even Christ, and all ye 
are bTefchren by the same Son of man who Imilds his 
eborob upon what his Father works by hia Son, who is hia 
workmanship ^ and a master workman tiU% that needs noi 
to be ashamed in hia brethren, begotten by the eanie life 
of immortflhty,' and who are brought to light through the 
Gospel tb=it is the wisdom and power of God io the 
believers, who do live by the Gospel that is the Image of 
God, and also is the flesh aud hlood of the Son of man j 
which is likewise God manifest in the flesh, and is justified 
in the spirit, seen of angels, (by the birth of the spirit 
only), believed on in the (present) world, preached unto 
the Gentiles, and received up into glory- 
Such is the personification of the Son of raan and Son 
of God, that as a living substance of Truth, must be living 
]Q this present world, to be one Saviour truly and without 
hypocrisy, born king of the Jews for their salvation ; and 
whose goveroment must rest upon his shoulders, the same 
Son given unto us and received by us. So he really is in 
possession of his spiritual bodily brethren, by inward for- 
mation, for a Prioce of life, and by the breath of the in- 
spiring word of God, or respiration of a liying soul : which 
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sares the bodies of men, or ererj mother, sister, and 
brother that is gOTerned bj the Lord God, and his fruit of 
the spirit in men ; or Christ, the tree of life in every over- 
eomer by the generation of good, that is given onto everj 
mother who fasts from the serpent's wisdom^ who is from 
beneath only. 

The church's true desires are unto the Lord to be fed 
by his dai>y kingdom coming, and doing God's will for 
spiritual meat ; and with true desires to be ]ed from tempta- 
tion and delivered from evil, by his own raised vp seed ia 
spiritual men from the dead ; who when he appears (in the 
flesh) <^ we shall be like bim,'' and shall confess his name^ 
" God with vs,'' in covenant ; or God manifest in the flesh, 
wbich Paul says, is Jesus Christ ; and which without coo- 
trorersy, is the great gain of godliness. Why then do any 
controvert and persecute Paul's foundation ? For tbe same 
is he who is the sinner's advocate with the Father, through 
repentance that goes before the knowledge of salvation by 
God's grace, who now hath commanded that all men every 
where should repent ; then return, and live. 

Kick not against Paul's rock. The persecutor is out of 
God's house, and has become a hireling in a far country to 
serve swine. God's son abidetb in tbe house ever. They 
that will not bring their deeds to the light and bereproved> 
are they that will not sup with Christ, and have his light 
of spirit, nor let him come within ; but are lukewarm, and 
filled with their own iu creased goods, and say tbey need 
nothing. 

There is no real persecution in God, neither in the 
godly who have the great gain of godliness, that surely is 
profitable unto all things, and is U)r an armor of light to 
be stood in by God's heritage, and for his servants' por- 
tion, whom he will uphold ; and he delights in soul with 
bis own elect. The serpent^s rock is a covered one, and 
they that are hid with him in darkness are such as purify 
themselves behind one tree in the midst of the garden, 
and by their own inventions and forms, whicb they offer 
as upon altars of brick. Sucb must perish together with 
the mouse and the frog, that become a prey unto the ser^ 
pout's wisdom. 
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True and living wisdom of God oomes in tlioa© thatfwr 
htm ; and his secrets are with thcm^ as David t^aid : *^ The 
fear of the Lord is the bcginiiiap: of wiadoajj and to depart 
from evil is nnderstaiidiiig," Of a truth, surely G-ud U 
the father of wisdom, and man is the mother of wiBdom 
in grace and truthj that Justifies the church in good fruit, 
which is Mount Zion that is from above^ (so is below, and 
is taught by grace in this present world j) who brings 
forth as soon as fche travails spiritually, and who gendereth 
not to bondage^ (nor corruption in manners,) but is in alt 
manner of holy life and conversation. The wisdom that 
Cometh from above is first pure, fhen peaceable (not before ;) 
easy to be entreated, and is full of mercy and good fruitflj 
and h without paTtialitj and without hypocrisy; yet h 
separate in (Christ from the siniiRrj for sioaera in Zion are 
afraid, and fearfulness hath takt^n hold of the hypocrite. 

They are persecutors that have a feigned faith and • 
feigned love. Surely an 1 truly the Father of Truth is not 
in men^s own created works ; whose good seed they perse* 
ente, is Grace, or Jacob's wrestling seed with men. It is 
Esau that God hateth, because he calls man father of faith 
upon earth profanely, and his own bow and quiver, his 
strength by cunning hunting j but ala& ! he comes too 
late for the bleesing; for hia earthly father's body was a 
birth by fhiili, and in received strength, which was the 
coufirmation of the Lor Ta promise by covenant, called tha 
birth right of promise, not from man ; and so was the seed 
of the promise to establish the Lord's imme through Abra- 
ham and hia aeed by (rrace, and not by frfuHtions of men 
without covenant, who naturally can neitliur bless, nor, as 
laaae said^ reverse the blessing of Jaeob. who is rightly 
called the supplanter both nf tlie birtliri^ht of Tiith and of 
the blessing also ; that faith truly nMV not stand in th& 
power of rncTt, bat in the power of G Fiji's Grace j wherein 
man's election stands sure, bv Fitiug^liog fur the righteou?! 
11 ition's inheritanee, and to be that mann<*r of people whj 
bear the inscription upon their earthen veSi^eU, of hoUneas 
unto the Lord by their g-^neration, in which he has chosen 
tbem ro put bis tre^sme in their eartbeii vessels, whkoh is 
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both aDcient and new, in every scribe that is insfcracted in 
the kingdom of heaven ; in which Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob had a birthright spiritually, as the children of God ; 
with a testimony against persecution, by the Grace of 
God, that saved Egypt from ^mine, and Joseph in harm- 
lessness and virtuous dignity, and in authority over Egypt 
for a blessing in testimony ; and whose innocence with his 
father's pure seed of covenant was set before Pharoah by 
Moses to judge the persecutors^ saying, *< I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ; that 
is my name forever, and my memorial unto all genera- 
tions;'' and that nation to whom this seed is kept in 
bondage, will I judge, saith the Lord : and which seed now 
hath a sacrifice to offer unto the Lord, with the mothers, 
and with the little ones ; and not a hoof that pertains to 
them shall be left behind ; but with a mighty hand, and 
with a stretched out arm of judgment, must Israel be de- 
livered from their persecutors, by the ark of the testimony 
that moves with and rests upon God's tabernacle, for the 
dollverance of his people, that he may establish them upon 
the ark of his strength that he begets when men inherit 
his wisdom for a sure defence. 

There is a very important meaning in the word perse- 
cution, in the truth. Truth can be no oppression, but is 
far from it, as the prophet saith of the Lord's heritage 
whose righteousness is of himself, and by Truth's leading 
into all comfort, that is substance in spirit. No rejoicing 
in iniquity U of the truth, nor of charity, that never faileth 
in priociples of kindness. Persecution is not a service of 
the godly in Christ Jesus, neither is it of his lowly meek- 
ness, nor is it under the Truth's cross taught or learned in 
any man, but is contrary to Christ's kingdom, and is against 
Christ's lowliness coming by God, his Father judging man, 
to take man's judgment away in humiliation, and to declare 
his own generation under the cross that slays the enmity and 
every high thought against God. No man can serve two 
masters, (and be free ) By that which a man is over-p 
cume he is brought into bondage, as he that commi^tet]) 
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sin ia Dot in Chrlst^s body, and Bervea him not that is in 
the houee ev^^^ with his Father, 

Then, as Piiul aajSf '' If any man will Myq godlj in 
Chrbt Je^ns he shall suffer peraecution f^ for we cannot 
escape persecution if we wrestle with those high thoughts 
and imaginations that are in the rulers of darkness of this 
world ; and whose principles and powers of dark cess cap- 
tivate and destroy the bodies of the mothers of Truth, and 
the brethren by accusing the guiltiess. The Son of God 
and Man comes to save men's livea^ and to ovcTcome their 
spirits of uncle anness^ and uncover their rock and serpent 'a 
wiadom, Abraham Lawton« 

Athena, Greene Co,, New York^ 2d month, 1866. 
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An Exposttdation^ hy Abraham Lawton, of Athens, Crteene 
County, New Jork, for the consideration of those that 
are offended in the TnUh, and who desire to condemn the 
guiltless. 

Beal offences, which cause the woe to the world, which 
must be upon the man by whom they come, do exist 
through guile that always blinds men's minds. Feigned 
offences are such as cannot be proved, and are in self-will 
desires or prayers ; so appear to exist only through pretences 
that are bottomless, and are heathenish in principle, and are 
untrue ; wherein the words of such presuming witnesses 
cannot be established for a righteous testimony that is 
saving before God and men. Innocence truly is J3lc2>sed, 
and is as far from guilt as light is from darkness ; guilt 
comes by guile through unbelief, in which state men's 
minds are blinded, as Paul says, by the Grod of this world in 
them that believe not. Men must iu reality stand in 
Truth righteously by their own faith, that hath the victory 
unfeigned ; such faith as Jesus said to a possessor of it, 
** thy faith hath saved thee." Surely that saving power 
must be a shield that makes men whole by the whole 
armour of light ] and only to those that do stand in their 
light of the Son of God, whom they follow to serve, and 
in whom they are complete, lacking nothing, because 
where his servants are there will the one master be their 
comforter, and also the one leader to all his own brethren. 

Surely now men do fall because of unbelief, which the 
Apostle says all sin is in ] or " whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin." Faith is substance, or the rock of God's spirit in 
union with men of a pure heart, and by which men only 
please God by his own kindred spirits and in his own 
house, where the beauty of the Lord is seen by those that 
dwell therein, and are blessed in that house of prayer to 
behold the face of their Father spiritually, who reveals the 
Son as the Son doth also declare the Father, being in his 



bosom ; and the same la not separate m will from his 
Mother in whosoever doea that will perfectly. Chrbt can- 
not be separate from hts Father, because he ie oolj in hia 
Father'^ love and spirit, (called his boaom.) Neither can 
man be separate from the Son of God^ aod be in the wilt 
of hia Father and be doing it^ because whosoever truly do 
the will of the Saviour's Father, always have their own 
Son for a true and faithful witness that the only true God 
ia the Father of the same eternal life j and which life is iti 
Ilia Son, and the same cannot be separate from the Mother 
tbereof without unbelief, " He that livetb and believeth 
in me shall never die/' Death hath no domluion over 
Hving faith; but surely such faith bath really dominion 
over death, though death hath passed upon all men* 
" The hour cometh and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live " 
Briefly, I will say, God's Sou^s Sife is a gift to exeoute 
judgement, because ho is the Son of Man, (by spiritual kin- 
dred of God's house of prayer in all nations.) Man or 
men have no knowledge of God naturally, so are brutish 
altogether in their sensual being, which is earthy. In that 
lensaal dark state, men do not see, neither ever would ^ee, 
but for the grace of God that teaches men by leading them^ 
when it appears judging or condemning ungodliness in 
men. This is the Truth of God 'a visitation that is given 
to briug salvation ; it is as a Hght to increase man's woe 
because of ufftnces, in judgment upon the man hy whom 
they do come. Take notice; Giaco, the Lights is 
quenched hy men^ if it does not te (;h themj and if mea 
do not learn of Grace* So the candie of the wicked is 
often put out, and they still walk in darkness, because 
they love it rather than let a light come within, that re- 
proves men, as Jesus said ; which light they do hate. 

They that have lost the love of God are not worthy of 
bim, because they love the world hefore bim, and bavo 
but nine commandments, haviog lost their first love j the 
commandment that binds the nine together in the joy of 
all their friends and neighbors j as Jesus said, Luke 15 eh, 
8 V.J '* What woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose 
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one, doth not ligbt a candle^ and sweep tbe house, and 
seek diligently till she find it V* Surely a clean spirit that 
leads into true judgment, lets the lamp come inside; and 
that capacity or house was dark, which had lost the first 
commandment; and an unclean house, that of necessity 
must be swept to be clean ; and such eye and mind must 
be enlightened with grace, to see salvation and to inherit 
the blessings of the joys of heaven and earth, over that 
which was lost, when it is found; '^ Likewise I say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth/' 

G-od only is true ; who makes and proves all men blind 
in and by tbe Truth before he makes them to see by his 
grace. Every man must be a false witness of tbe grace of 
Qod who perverts grace. Such do deny the truth of reve- 
lation by changing wantonly the grace thereof, when they 
do say that every man sees spiritually. The word Grace, 
truly comprises men'a necessity in every sense of Truth, 
and also of justice, and in substance; because belief is 
entirely dependent on God's abundant goodness in mercy. 

It is arrogancy from the mouths of vain men who speak 
proudly, and who do not humble themselves before the judge 
of all the earth, but who do hold the Truth of God in a lie, 
when they deny mystery in godliness ; because such denial 
is of the principle and power of darkness, by which men 
quench the spirit, despising it, through the rulers of this 
world, and do cause the peeple to err in judgment. Gt)d sows 
the good seed and judges the world by his Son of Man, or 
innocent life in the just, who live by faith that is hid with 
Christ in God. These just men pray and fast from evil 
by following their one master that never leads to serve 
sin, but out of the darkness thereof, and into that wisdom 
which is without partiality and without hypocrisy, and of 
which God is the Father, and his house also is the Mother, 
or Mount Zion, whose wisdom cometh from above ; so is 
above every mountain, and above every hill, and cannot 
be hid, because the Lord's glory shines upon her to call 
the people unto her joy; for <<outof Zion shall go fortii 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem ;*' 
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which li the citj of the liYing God^ or the heaveDly Jeril- 
palem the saints do coma tiDto, as Paul said in siib^taDce 
to the Church J (Heb. 12 ch,) to the Judge of all thioge, 
and uDto hia mediation of the new eoveuatit in Chriit^ 
their bond of peace, and abiding Bauctuarj^ that is trulj 
pitched of God and not of men, for hii own wisdom and 
power to minister therein, being hb own house of glorj 
and for his own true praise. 

It is the ionocent that God descends in and through, 
for a blessing unto the meek and the humblej who all 
learn together in God's ways ; and whom the comforter 
leads, first into all Truth, and then to follow their master 
to condemn a in in the fleshy by reproving the world of 
Bin, of righteouaneis, and of judgment, in such rulers oc 
princes of this world that have nothing in the Saviour'a 
seed of faitbj neither in his house of faithful witness. 

There is a great conflict between faith and sin ; for the 
body is dead because af ain ; so is faith made void bj sin 
that rules in man's mortal body, and aurely makes the 
body an unclean vessel by the possession of an unclean 
spiritj which keepeth possession of his goodi, and his 
palace in peace, until the Word which begets a stronger 
generation comes in ; who is Judge of ali the earth, and 
is the revealer of secrets, and the shewcr of all that li 
rightly possessed by men in his goodness^ both in heaven 
aod truly in earth ; and who delighb in his own kindred, 
the Elect } that truly do call him Father, because ihey do 
walk with him in clean raimentj who washes them in the 
laver of regeneration ; and they by this word or command, 
do look for a better houssj and a city whose builder and 
maker is God. 

When the Lord appeared to Abraham be said unto him, 
get thee from thy father's house and from thine own kin- 
dred unto a land that I wiU shew thee. Surely such a 
revelation is none other than the gate of heaven; becanso 
it was and is by the throne of God, which is heaven j and 
also by generation aud kindred of spirit, to as many as are 
led by God, as Paul said, such *' arc the Sons of God f* 
and they are joint heirs with Christy who is the true seed 



of God's eoyenant in which all (he families of the esrth 
are blessed ; and who was and is born king of the Jews 
in spirit and in understanding also, and who rules through 
prayer and fasting from evil; and by keeping in that 
which strikes not with the fist of wickedness, but breaks 
every yoke by the fast which the Lord chooses, and by 
refusing the evil, and choosing the good land and the good 
seed, unto whom the promise is ; even unto all that sup 
with him in his kingdom. 

To pretend to see God's kingdom without his gift that 
is in his Son, the reconciler of the fallen creature to God, 
and through man's death to sin, is altogether vain and 
idle thought ; because the purchase of the true eye-salve 
is by the sacrifice of man's self, and by following the same 
mind that was in Christ Jesus. 

The children of Abraham do his work in spirit and in 
Truth, which goes before them to bless them by the power 
of an endless life and kingdom of peace and righteousness, 
and whose dispensation is truly a priest that abideth con- 
tinually over God's house for ever and ever ; so never 
ceases to minister gladness by the same work of God, that 
is righteousness in men; the effect of which revelation 
Abraham was a witness of in his own seed which God 
gave him ; and he was blessed therein by the Lord, who 
made his name great in himself, the power of multiplying 
his own name through his own seed ; that must be of the 
most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, to be 
blessed and to be a blessing of gladness in faith ; even as 
his own work glorifies himself in Abraham ; and in hu 
everlasting name, and his memorial } which are in God's 
own marvellous doing, and by his name through his ever* 
lasting covenant ; so are of the most high God, and are 
not separate from their righteous kindred in spiritual pre- 
aence and in the ark of his testimony for a defence of his 
own name ; and which is the armour of Truth to the 
faithful, against the perverse and faithless generation; 
and hath this dominion by the Judge of all the earth, and 
in all his children, by his good will that dwelt in the 
bosh for a Saviour by grace in testimony, to acknowledge 
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tte oMdren oftte resarrection ; wlioall do live utito him 
who ooly is the God of the iiying, and not the Ged of the 
dead J yet who quickeneih whom he will quicken by the 
Sou of Man, who always owns hia mother and his brethteo, 
because they do all see him by the parne will that sancti- 
fies them by the same baptism into the one body and one 
bread of life (or faith) which the juat ahall 11 to of, m it is 
revealed by the power of an endless life which is brought 
to light through the gospel ; or in which the righteous- 
ness of God is revealed from faith to faith by the gospe!, 
for the life of the just, aa it is written, ^' the just aball 
live by faith ;^* and farther, aa Paul said, ** the life that I 
now live, is by faith in the Son of God/' 

The Truth and the Mfe that hath dorainiou over death 
and bis corrupt bands, that reign in sin and by corruption 
in principle, said, ** Gome unto me all ye that labour and 
mre heavy laden, and I will give you rest; take my yoke 
upon yoUj and learn of me, for I am raeek and lowly la 
hearty and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For roj 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light/' To receive rest to 
the soul by the btirsttng of the bands of iniquity, and 
breaking of that ehain^ and the yoke of oppreaaion, men 
mmt Icaro grace, and be gracious; to be able to give 
freely through learning to hold that riches. So that 
*' freely ye have received, freely give," only belongs to 
those who have learned of Ohrist by prayer and fasting 
from the geoeration of unclean spirits^ which go not out, 
but by ceasing to do evil, and learning to do welL They 
that do the works of him who ** was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not m the truth/' and who is the 
father of all such labourers and heavy laders, have not 
rest to their souls ; neither can have, while they do lie 
mgainst grace, which men must find in God, and only whero 
it is hid J even with Christ, God's life, who muattea«h that 
rest to any man's soul who posaeases it ; or reveal it to 
man's mind ; or at least man must truly be made tho 
object of that manner of God's love, to be called by his 
Sou's name ; who only knows the only true God's gi^nera- 
tioti of spirit; and who always comforts his mother and 
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his brethren, and leads them to publish peace and salvation 
by ascribing greatness to our God ; who makes the name 
of all his children great in their Father, who does surely 
come with his Son, unto any man who loyes the truth and 
works truly in his Father's light, as Jesus said, '< and will 
make our abode with him/^ 

Oh ! that men would learn not to kick against the rock 
like Saul, who was a kicker and despiser thereof, and a 
laborer and heavy lader ; and a destroyer also of that way 
by despite, because he held not the mystery of the great 
God, whose name is secret ; and whose grace only can give 
ability to learn salvation, by generation of God's kindred; 
house, and church of the first-born written in heaven. 
Which generation, church, and the children of God and of 
Mount Zion from above, Paul addressed, saying : <^ Ye 
are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels ; to the general assembly and church of 
the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made per- 
fect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel/' This they did through the wisdom and 
power of God, who raised them from dead works to serve 
him in temples not made with hands ; and whose work- 
manship they are and were in Christ Jesus ; a house of 
prayer truly, and of the kindred of Abraham's seed by 
generation of Father and Son ; whose blood cleanses every 
member of faith, and whose saved flesh by the judgment 
of their just Father do all confess themselves to be true 
brethren, by following their one master into all truth, 
which is believed with a pure heart unto righteousness : 
which righteousness is their Father's glory, and is as white 
as the light of their Lord and master's raiment, who sure- 
ly must wash them with his judgments to redeem them 
and make them worthy to walk with him in his own glori- 
ous power, to all the beholders of the beauty of the Lord 
in his holy temples, built up together by walking in his 
light as he is in the same light of life, for fellowship one 
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witli another in tbe body and blood of Jeaus Christ hia 
SoTif who cleanses sach from all sin. 

Then suffer the word of e^hortadon^ and let the word of 
God have free course among you, and quench not the 
spirit, nor despise its prophcajiDp:, whereby ye may he 
eealed to the day of redemptioo, Peraccute no longer the 
Apostle's and Prophet's foundation j by bringing vain obla- 
tions that are an ofTence unto God and nnto hia godly 
in Christ Jesus* 

It is the flame glorious cause of immortality that crowns 
every member who holda the seals of the kingdom of God 
truly ; and it is his Christ, the Lamb of Godj who opens 
those seals of man's uoderstandiDg; who must sit upon the 
white horse, in that which is true and faithful; and who 
must receive a crown and a bow from the giver thereof, to 
go forth conquering and to conquer, and have a seat with 
him that judges with equity for the meek of the earth. 

Surely it is m God humbles man^ hy his gracious good- 
ness in truth^s cause which the Saviour comes in j after he 
makes men blind in their own way through judging self 
down and of no reputation , hj his humiliation^ that he leads 
bis followers into true judgment; because the Saviour i a 
the Son of the man and of the brethren among whom the 
Lord raises up hia generation that declare their Father ; 
and which is cut o^ from men's generation of the world. 
Yet such shall see hia seed, aod bis seed's seed that shall 
prolong his days and Ms years to many generations among 
those that are faithful unto death and shall receive the 
crown of life* Wherefore God hath highly exalted his 
Sou's name, and given him a name above every name that 
self has reputation in. 

Self-willed men will own no mystery in godliness, neither 
will acknowledge in godlioess really the power of being 
knit together in God^s geoeratiou as Father, and also in 
Christ, where all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
are hid. Grace is the seal of God's mercy to those who 
learn humiliation, or who do follow hia goodness to repent- 
ance, and that which gives the knowledge of salvation by 
the remission of sin a. Grace teaches the humble, and 
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brings Balvation by reviving tbe spirits of tbe contrite ones 
in the time of reform, when tbe seed shall and does come. 
The Lord beholds the strongholds of high mindedness by 
imaginations afar off, and their vain oblations are an offence 
unto him. He will not give grace to the proud and vain, 
but scatters them in their hearths imaginations. He knits 
those together in his goodness, who hold what they have 
learned in godliness ; and it is great gain to hold it fast, 
and let no man take their crown which they have attained 
already. 

David was a true witness of the substance of faith and 
the evidence of things not seen, and rejoiced in that day, 
in which he served the Lord ; and he called men to em- 
brace the same Son who is Lord in spirit ; saying, Ps. ii. 
11, 12, << Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with tremb- 
ling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a Uttle. Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in him :" and, 1 — 3, "Why 
do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thins 7 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointedy 
saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast their 
cords from us." Who are they that do really rule over 
the guilty, but the innocent that do follow the Lamb, whom 
the Lord hath set up for a decreed king, and whom he hath 
declared unto his people ? " The Lord hath said uato me, 
thou art my Son ; this day have I begotten thee." The 
Life is the Light of men, this day present ; and man is the 
witness surely and faithfully of the Son, by the life of the 
Father's generation. There is no other day of light 
truly, or way of the godly unfeignedly, but in the follow- 
ers of the Life that enlightens the innocent. Further, 
there can be no true authority in the rulers of darkness of 
this world, that imagine vain things against the innocent 
people of the Lord meeting together in God's decree of a 
king, and being the subjects of his rule on his holy hill. 
Ps. ii. 4, " He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : 
the Lord shall have them in derision .'' Can vain men 
break the bands of the godly, and cast away their cords t 
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Will it please bitU; or rez him ia bis sore displeasure, and 
prevent him from settiag up his king on his holy hill of 
Zion ? What are the bands of the godly^ and the cords of 
the just, in truth and righteousness; but the cords of 
Mount Zion, that shall not be loosened, but her cords 
lengthened and her stake strengtbened ? ComOj then^ let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lordj to the house of the 
God of Jacobj bis prince by overcoming the profane man. 
So bad he power as a Prince with God and men ; because 
God taught him bis ways, and Jacob learned to walk in 
his house, and did halt from his natural sense in the name 
which the Lord called htm in himself, sajing, " I have 
called tbee by thy name, thou art mine/' In that received 
name and power he had dominion over Esau, the profane 
person, whose aflcctions were set oa things below, and who 
cared for peri.shiog meats, more than an eternal inheritance 
by the gill of God; which is true faith by the birthright 
of God only; and which traditions of nature can really 
neither grve nor reverse : as Isaac said of Jacob, be ia 
blessed, and I cannot reverse it; for he is rightly called a 
sap planter J or to that import. 

True and living faith is really only ioherited in the king- 
dom of God through the riches of God*s grace that is only 
given to the bumble in soul, and those that are of very 
Joff degree in spirit; as Jesus said, *^ Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for their's is tbe kingdom of heaven/' So surely 
such must be subjects of Christ, and princes ; whose 
mother and brethren do rejoice in God their Saviour, who 
hath raised np a born of salvation in the bou^e of bis ser- 
vants David and Abraham ^ and all his living princes that 
rule in judgment when a king is beheld to reign in right- 
eousnessj by that one holy seed that girdeth on tbe sword 
by his generarion in bis Father's power of Sonship, and 
upon whose veshirc and upon his thigh bis name is sealed 
and written, and in truth is called the word of God. Tbe 
same is he that shall rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and deliver us from our enemies all the days of our lives. 
Tor surely he hath remembered bis servant Israel in help- 
ing bis house by the same dayspring from on high visiting 
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us, that fillets graciously the hungry with good things, 
but sends the rich empty away ; and who scattereth the 
proud in the imaginations of their hearts and high thoughtS| 
which must be led into captivity to the judgment of him 
that sitteth upon his throne to order it and establish it in 
righteousness, to overturn, overturn, overturn ; until he 
comes whose right it is to reign, " and I will give it him.'' 

The just and innocent break not the bands of peace, but 
do strengthen their brethren in every work of conversion 
the Lamb of Qod leads them into ; to take away the sins 
of the world through their gifts, and follow him into all 
comfort, who will not leave them in any wise comfortlesSi 
nor without truth, but lead them into all truth. 

Let truth, justice, and innocence meet together freelyi 
to give that which the grace of Qod bestows and strengthens 
them by in the Lord's name, and by which only we can 
rightly call Qod Father ; who gives a pure testimony that 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in the truth, and is charity 
that never faileth ; because the fountain of blessing is not 
in men's tongues nor in angels' hands; neither through the 
sight of carnal mindedness among the unthankful. 

Men that cry grace, grace, unto the work of the Lord, 
who buildeth by his begotten word for a head stone of his 
building, must say truly, not by might, nor by power, but 
by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts Zach. iv. 6. 

Let the Lord send by whom he will send, and gather by 
whom he will gather together in his name; to cast out evil 
spirits, which go not out but by prayer and fasting in the 
name of the Son of Qod and Son of man, tabuild his house 
by the revelation of his Father, and in his brethren, whioh 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against. 
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THE HEALING VIRTUE OF THE PLAIN 
LANGUAGE DESCRIBED. 

M^ ABBAHAJd Lawton, qfAihenSj Greme County^ New 
Yorh. 1th months 1865. 

Th© plain language of the everlasting Truth 13 the only 
testimoDj that changes not ; and that virtiie is God's rock, 
God*s banner, and hia holy easign, and sure standard of 
weight and measure of faith that pleases him, the head 
thereof 3 and who giveth that standard to snhdue and to 
overthrow every other sanctuary j because he dwelleth not 
in any thing that h perverted and degenerated from bis 
kindred house of truth, and that manner of eonversatioa 
that ia holy, and is seasoned with salt to administer grace 
to the bearers of faith^ which is mutual comfort in Christ 
Jesua, among all that are made to sit together in his 
heavenly places, and who are the brethren that have peace 
one with another, by walking in the truth ; who prepares 
their shoes when they walk in peace, and do follow peace 
with all men, to bless those that are peaceraEikers, and hold 
them together by joints and bands of love, to edify the 
same body, and one bread or support ; also one pillar, that 
ataods upon the aame grouod of overcomers by the good 
standard and ensign to the nations, that need no ehangeof 
yea, in truth, or nay, in truth } for whjit soever is more than 
truth J hinds a heavy burden upon men* a shoulders j and to 
take anything away from the truth, is an act of robbery to 
God, that makes evil come into man's possession by vain 
thoughts I and by which man becomes a bound subject to 
vanity, as Paul says, not wilHogly, but by reason of him 
who hath subjected the same in hope, 

The one hope of our calling ia by grace, that leads to the 
door called Truth, Truth pives rest to the soul from lying 
vanities^ which they who fuilowdo forsake their own morcies 
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wbioh they have received for grace, to bring forth Truth, 
by doing tmth. They that keep a single eye to the light, 
and follow it straight forward, do not look back, to turn 
their back on the light, either to the right hand or to the 
left, by turning from it, and stiffening their necks against 
it, in another way that is astray from the straight and the 
narrow way that leads to life, which is renewed by grace. 

They who follow the light of life straight forward, have 
no condemnation ; because they walk not after the flesh, 
but after the spirit ; and are upright in their generation of 
good and just men, to whom there is no condemnation. 
But alas ! when men pervert the truth of God, and hold 
it in a lie, they fall to the ground whose fruit is sin, and 
make their own crooked form of unclean spirits, and do 
not see righteously ; but are a crooked and perverse gene- 
ration of vipers, by eating the wisdom of this world, in the 
desires of animal love, by serving the god of this world, 
that blinds their minds in unbelief; for surely men stand 
by faith, and fall by unbelief into the condemnation of the 
devil, and the generation of vipers ; who, being evil, cannot 
speak good things out of the evil treasures of their hearts ; 
so their fruit condemns them by witness when their words 
are vain, and hypocritical in Zion ; and such sinners are 
afraid, and fearfulness hath taken hold on them. 

The upright, straight road of duty and peace, is a safe 
path; where the munition of rocks is man's (foundation) 
defence. Again, if men sin and turn their faces from the 
light of life, and their backs to the truth, they should re- 
turn, return straightly back, narrowly, with tears of re- 
pentance and contrition from a broken heart ; an offering 
which the Lord will accept, and command light ; which 
enlightens or fills men's whole bodies, so that there is none 
occasion of stumbling in them that follow the comforter, 
the light of life, and do not walk in darkness, but will be 
saved from the power of Satan, by being transformed in 
person, and by speaking the truth in soberness, for the 
service of the Lord, by the pouring forth of his spirit upon 
both his servants and hand-maids, who are his sons and 
daughters : and whom he hath received^ and hath drawn 
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tbem to his Son ; the first principle, and th@ last also ; the 
Alpha^ and Ome^a, that hath not changed ; so ia the ever^ 
laatiDg rock of God's revealed power ; or to-da^^s bread 
deseetidiBg in the prayer that his father gives the nndeT- 
standing of. and ia the source of that fruitfulneas which ia 
the field pf every right ofierlng to his father; who makea 
them joyful in the house of prayer, whieK la the house the 
Lord dwells in to reveal himself nnto the babes and suck- 
lings of all nations ; and who bath seen meet to hide these 
things from the wise and prudent, that he may confound 
their wisdom and bring to nothing tbeir uaderstanding^ 

Let the ban DOT of truth be the ensign lifted up to save 
the nations of the earth, that they may all flow unto Mount 
ZioUy and be saved by Truth's victory over sin, and his 
bealing wings upon them that fear the Lord's name, who 
dwell in the Truth for a banqueting house ^ where he 
draws them to his Son, and his banner over such is love; 
who sit down under his shadow to taste the Lord's good- 
ness, that gives sight of evcxythiog that is preciousj and 
that BO comforts mea^ ia tlio rest of their eoulsj by his 
substance, that they are enabled to go on brpakiDg their 
bread from house to house ; they being renewed from fuitb 
to faith by waiting on their ministry for a renewal of their 
Btrength, which the Lord gives as he does wiogs to the 
eagle to mount upward^ and ieet to the hied to rue lightly* 

Let Trutfa'j aimple batmer, or eQeigo^ to the nablooa stand, 
For God doth plant it, aad will aupport bim, with Almighty band. 
God's law ia perfect, and will eooTert man's guUty aoul from sio, 
And m this pure annexed testlmoDj make tbem wIbg and whole 
within* 

Yea, it is the sick that do need a physician, and the 
wounded by sin that need the healing Yirtue of this balm 
of Gileadj by the fountain he has opened there to turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob. 
tnrTij O tarn, smite not the rock in wilful strife ; 
Kick not the piercor, nor perflecnto tbe pripce of life. 
The rock is high, it is broad^ it is long, atid very deop j 
The door Is hid in secret, and only opens to the low and meek. 
The Lord poara his name upon such secret loving hearts, 
From whoae coiinsd aad ej«-&alrej ia tried geld, and garment, 

Ibey wiU ml depart. 
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The rock of truth b far above every other moantain^ and 
is not hid to the jast. Yea, it is deeper than any other 
rock, and cannot be measured by any power but by the 
Truth thai leads into all truth, and gives the power of 
comprehension to the generation of wisdom, that prepares 
her maidens, and hews out her pillars from the rook from 
whence they are taken, and that shews the hole of the pit 
from whence man is digged, and his feet set upon a rock 
higher than <<I" (man's self), and whose goings are es- 
tablished in the Truth, that is equal on every side, because 
G-od's way is in him, and his righteousness upholds him^ 
and his right hand of wisdom sustains him forevermore. 

The door of the secret place of the most high shuts the 
wise virgins in only, (and will in no wise cast off any that 
love the appearing of Jesus Christ the Truth :") but the 
hypocrites are all outside the good door of tnat secret 
knowledge, neither is there any communion between light 
and darkness; and the light says, depart from me, thou 
that workest iniquity : in substance, I own not thy power, 
I agree not with thy corruption, thou shalt not inherit in* 
corruption ; thy seed is not my seed, my father has put 
enmity between thy carnal mind^ and my spiritual mind* 
edness. 

Inside the good shepherd's door the pasture is found, 
and his sheep follow him into the fold to receive his 
eternal life that he giveth unto his sheep, whom hi3 
heavenly Father holds in his hands to speak the truth 
through himself, who gives them unto Christ ; as he says, 
John xvii. 6, *' Thine they were, and thou gaveat them me, 
and they have kept thy word." 

The word unchangeable yea, and nay, has power over 
every other word or words. Let the same sure rock re- 
main your yea for testimony, and your nay be your nay 
truly, unchanged, by abiding in that shelter and fortress. 
Add nothing to the truth, and rob him not of anything; 
and the truth will remain entire, lacking nothing for your 
reward ; and he will not forsake thee if thou dost not for* 
sake truth, he will cover thee with his shield, and under 
his wings thou shall trust; and in him and with him for a 



4T 

rock of defence, thou shall be a gatherer together from all 
nations to Jacob's fountain, whicii the Lord opens to turn 
away Tingodimesa from him, and to defend him bj the 
Lord'g sure word and law of teautnonjj that justifies every 
one that doeth the truth by speaking the truth un feign- 
edly, as a reward that is Jacob's portion and battle-axe ; 
even his present reward when he passes through the fire^ 
and through the water to save him whom he loveth ; he 
being his own, he loveth him unto the end^and overcomes 
by bis weapons of war; to go with him, as it is written : 
'' With thee (Jacob's portion and suro defence) will I 
break iu pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy 
kingdoms/' &c,, by separating the precious from the Tile j 
gathering the good into (men's earthen) YeBsela, and cast^ 
ing the bad away. 

The simple plain language is Grod's wall around his holy 
city ; yea, it is the testimony that he walks wi h this peo- 
ple trnly^ and his subjects leave him not; and his power 
that is their sure reward, and their captain to overcome the 
world; (which is to destroy the world's kiDgdoms ; not 
men's bodies by wrestling with fiesh and blood ; but against 
their principles aod powers of darkness^ that are in this 
world's rulers, &e.; which must be overcome and led into 
subjection, or into captivity by being subdued ; and the 
body resigned to be the Lord*s pitched taberDaele,and where 
Jeeus Christ is God's minister , by transforming man's body 
in the renewing of their minds; that is now made known 
unto us by the operation of Grod, through faith that he is 
the author and finisher of.) 

There is a good fight, and a portion that is a battle-axej 
needed to overcome ; and this ii the victory even our (own) 
faith J which the j ust have renewed for daily bread, which 
they labor for, that it may be given and received experi- 
mentally; which is a sword against all traditional teach- 
ing of men, and against making flesh man's arm ; which 
faith is a righteous man's substance, that can only be given 
of Grod, aod rightly received by man in God's grace ; that 
not only brings salvation, but inspires man's soul to mag- 
nify the Lord in thankfulness that he hath helped hh ier- 
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Tant Jacob in remembrance of his mercy; and raised np 
an horn of salvation in the house of his servant David ; 
yea, snrely, and in the house of all his chosen out of the 
world, that they may serve him without fear all the days 
of their lives ; that he is the salvation of such Jews, and 
leads them into all their consolation of truth and all their 
worship ; and into all their fruitfulness in their fields 
of offerings ; and who covers them with joyful healing 
wings, and is their house of prayer ; as it is writteoi " I in 
them and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one," (in desire) even as thou and I are one (in thy word of 
sanctifving truth by whom they are kept and given to me, 
the bridegroom, by the keeper through thy word of truth, 
or to the same substance) unchangeable rock, on which the 
Son of man and Son of God builds his church, which the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against. 

O, look unto this great rock that hath such an Almighty 
shadow in a weary land, when a king does reign in right- 
eousness, and his princes do rule in judgment ; and a man 
shall be for a hiding place from the wind and a covert from 
the tempest ; and (as a refreshing stream or) as rivers of 
water in a dry place. Is. xxxii. 1, 2. Then surely the 
holy nation does come, and may be beheld by the new maa 
in the virtue of the king's reign, and through his right- 
eous prince's rule ; which applies to the believer's body, 
and bowels of compassion for the salvation of every one that 
needs healing, such as the vile person ; and the stammer- 
ing tongue shall be ready to speak plainly by virtue of the 
holy nation that speaketh the truth in righteousness, which 
is of the Lord, who leadeth his heritage to condemn every 
tongue that rises up in judgment against them, and the 
word of truth from their hearts ; and that justifies them by 
their words of truth, that are no more than that their yea 
is yea, and their nay is unchangeably nay, in the innocence 
and out of the offence, and in the blessing of every one 
that will not be offiended in the Truth, and will not add to 
it, or take from the Truth ; which perverts man's ways 
by pretences and makes men a perverse and poisonous gen- 
eration by speaking the deceit and devices of their own 



49 * 

heart's evil treasures; as Jesas said, ** By thy words sliaff 
thou be juBtifiedj aad by thy words shaU thou ba cod- 
demued," for out of the abundance of the heart ibe mouth 
speaketh, '*0, generatiou of vipersj how can ye, beiog evil, 
speak good things 1"' 

Truth is really the strength ftud riches of faith in the 
Society of Friends, made free indeed from pretences ; and 
who are made free by the seed that conaes only by reform, 
and which leads out of darkness into light^ and out of the 
power of Satau iuto the power of Grod's plain language, 
OTef the worldj over the flesh, and the destroyer of men*s 
bodies by the God of thia world, whom his prince and 
power of darkness subjects to carnal minded ness, and every 
corrupt principle of the power of darkness, aod of every 
hypocrite's beam in men's eyes and men's judgment after 
the flesh that is deceived, and that goes on deceivingj until 
Ms grave is made manifest by the Truth ^ that comes with 
trightness to consume that wicked oae by the power of 
God, and of the king's daughter who is all glorious 
within, and her clothing is of wrought gold ; which is the 
strength and riches of her covering, in which she rejoicee 
with her bridegroom, that she is adorned to meet ; who 
makes men free indeed, and keeps them, through his 
prayers, in his everlasting covenant of promise that builds 
eue another up (by the bond of peace and in the peace- 
maker's authority J as children of one God, who comforts 
all his comforting and strengthening brethren) in the 
most holy faith, that works by love; and gives such an in- 
heritance among those who are sanctified by the word of 
Truth, which the Lord^s free children do always apeak, to 
cure or heal every false tongue, aod to consume the Image 
maker, or the beasts mark, name, and number. By the 
breath of his lips shall the Truth slay the wicked, and cut 
off the tongue of the Egyptian sea ; that tongues and 
peoples and multitudes ride upon, because their bodies are 
estranged from the truth, and are not offered up unto the 
Lord who made them, not for fornication, (to commit for- 
nication with the beast ;) but for the Lord, that they may 
not be conformed to this world, (and the fashions or forQWc 
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.thereof), but, as Paul says, " Be ye transformed by the re- 
newiDg of your mind that ye may prove what that good, 
and perfect, and acceptable will of God is/' by which the 
church is sanctified and kept in the inheritance of the just, 
who are fed by the everlasting Gk)spel of peace, and have 
their feet prepared by it, to preach it, as they are called to 
publish their peace from the beauty of Mount Zion, the 
city of the saint's solemnity, and whose situation the Lord 
hath appointed for the joy of the whole earth ; and that 
his name may go forth from that joy or consolation of 
Israel, by his covenant with the Jew inward, whose wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth their father seeketh, and lead- 
eth them into, to glorify them within, that put on God's 
strength, and riches, and rejoice in the marriage of the 
Lamb ; because they dwell with him in his kingdom that 
is come on earth, that the tabernacle of God may be with 
men, as it is written << I will dwell with them ;" and again, 
by his sure covenant, *< I will be their God and they shall 
be to me a people ;'' in that day when << I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will I 
remember no more/' Such overcomers shall all know the 
Lord by conversion from the tongue of the Egyptian sea, 
and men shall go over dry shod when they are saved from 
the tongues of the evil doers, that come from the elements 
that shake, rend and destroy man's comfort and peace, be- 
cause they follow their own imaginations, and sow to the 
flesh, (and through the spirit they mortify not the deeds 
thereof ;) and, as the Prophet said to such that were laden 
with iniquity, are ^' a seed of evil doers," that might learn 
knowledge by the ox, and the ass ; and an acknowledge- 
ment of considered reverence, and turn from rebellion, and 
not trust in lying words, but thoroughly amend their ways 
and their doings, by putting away the evil thereof; and 
then he would cause them to dwell there. Then speak the 
truth that is unleavened with malice, hypocrisy, and 
wickedness, and the God of all truth, who is without in- 
iquity, and is just and right, will feed you with the word 
of his mouth, which is spirit and is life ; and he that 
eateth the Truth shall live by the Truth ; which is a 
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flsming sword, and turns every way to keep tba way of 
the tree of life. 

The teBtimony of God is the fruth that he speaks in h!a 
churohj to overcome the nations with, and to destroy king- 
doms with, as he maketh his aagels spirits and his minis* 
tera a Same of fire^ and is a swif^ witness against the eyil 
doer, that they may return, repent and live, by learning to 
do well; which is the only ground and pillar of Troth, by 
overcoming death throngh the daily death of tbe oross^ to 
reoeive Christ's daily crown of life in the name of the 
Father's one baptism, as that word and will is revealed 
from faith^ to faith, within the just man for a muni- 
tion of rocks, where the gift of God is their bread, and 
their water is sure, if they do dwell with devonrin^ fire, 
and everlasting hnrning. When men speak righteously, 
they also see righteousjly^ to do their deeds in God their 
light, whom they must he wrought in to walk uprightly; 
and such do also shut their eyes from seeing of evil, and 
do stop their ears from hearing (the destroyer's voice) of 
blood; such shall dwell (above the world) od Iii»^h,in their 
rock of defence and healer of the generation of vipers evil 
thoughts and ways, who being evil aod perverse cannot 
speak good thiogs. Then first make the tree good and 
the words will be good Yea, thy yea will be everlasting 
yea; and thy nay will be the same blessed decision of nay 
nnchangeahly. 

There is no fruit of evil coming forth from the rock that 
cures evil-eye desires, and thinking vilely, or in double- 
mindedness. Truth orders man's convt^rsarion aright, and 
judges evil rhoughts down^ by kef- ping the door of man's 
lips that love him, and by takiog the curse from under 
man's tongue j and also overcomes that perverse genera- 
tion's speech, by casting out his un clean spirit, and God's 
judgment sweeping man's housCj and making the vessel 
e!ean inside by judgment; that the outside may be an in- 
dex of the kingdom within ^ by the isanctifying word of 
truth, that makes men free from sin : Yea from all unholy 
conversation, by holding fast the form of sound words, and 
by ftbstainiog from every appearance of evil, (or evil form, 
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8«o1i as idle words, which must be given account of in the 
day when the Trnth judges.) Then out of a clean heart, 
or pure mind, good things are ieen to come, and good 
things are handled of the word of life, by hearing the voice 
of the Son of man ', and who is the Son of the living God, 
who builds his house, not on the traditions and teachings 
of men, but upon the revelation of his Father who is in 
heaven ; and who now feeds his little flock through his 
ministration of truth, or good shepherd ; who feeds all hia 
flx)ck in lit throne of his father, and who builds them by 
hps wisdom, to support one another, and to be a reAreshing 
dew from the Lord one unto another, as he is their daily 
bread, and sure water, which is given tbem ; and springs 
up within them unto eternal life ; and which life sustains 
all men who do cast their burden upon the Lord for i^ 
shield and sure defence, by the sword of his mouth that 
men shall live by, in the testimony God dwells in, minis- 
ters in, feeds his flock in, and clothes all his children in ; 
and who is the same rock be builds his church upon ; as 
he said, *' He that eateth me, shall live by me, even as I 
live by the Father/' " I am the (spiritual) bread of life, 
that giveth life unto the world ;" So, as Paul says, " He 
is made a quickening spirit ;" and quickens these mortal 
bodies, that they bring forth fruit unto holiness, or do 
glorify God by their chaste conversation, being coupled 
with fear; and that to them, by patient continuing in well 
doing, and looking for immortality, at the end of the race 
is an incorruptible crown of eternal life. 

Strive then for the mastery or dominion, (not in corrup- 
tible, but) in the incorruptible treasures of man's heart, 
where moth and rust cannot corrupt nor thieves break 
through and steal ; and where man's life is hid with 
Christ in God ; even as ye are Christ's (members) and 
Christ's are God's ; to whom the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory is given, as he seeketh spiritual worshippers, and 
leadeth them by his refreshing streams, that flow from his 
presence and wisdom, that is with his power and glory ; 
and who hath given his name to his own kindred in this 
manner of love, that such should be called the sons of God|^ 



tbat arc born of wisdom, and do justify wisdom by walking 
iQ her wajs, that are ^pleasaotDe^s^ and all ber paths are 
peace ^ and at her right hatid are riyers of pleasure, gy^u 
life foreTermore. 

The begiDQing of the kingdom of Jcftag Christ the Son 
of God^ and the Sod of man, is on this wi^e ; (because the 
true seed must come in the time of re form ^ and by the 
cross of Christi that saves any man by deitrojiTig mao'a 
enmity with God.) '^ If any man will be my disciple, (and 
have the eon of man glvenj) let him first deny him^elfj 
and take up his gtose daily and follow me.*' And further^ 
** If any man will serve me, let him follow me ;" (that he 
may not be without me ;) *^ and where I ain, there shall alio 
ray servant be/' and I will be bis leader in o all truth, 
comfort and peace, that prepares men's feet with ahoes of 
(Rubstance) iron and bra^ ; and as thy day m^ m shall thy 
strength bo;^ to publish salvauon in the Lord'a mountain | 
yea to publish peace^ and tosa,y uuto Zion beholi thy God 
reigneth. But woe to the inhabitfints of the earth who ara 
in the wrath of the beast or evil spirit^ whose time m short 
when the sou of man is reve^ilod^ who maketh Satan mani- 
fest to he Satan, the deceiver and the destroyer : So Truth 
must consume that wicked one by proving Satan to be in 
the deceivableness of all unrighteousness, both in speech 
and all manner of subtlety that is ia the wisdom of the 
flesh by the carnal mind, that desires to he made wise by 
the God of this world, to fulfil the lusts thereof, and to 
make provisions for the flesh by loving the creatures, and 
adoring created things more than the creator j for by vila 
affeciions mnn*s body is dishonored and given over to a re- 
probate mindf because men do not like to retain God in 
their knowledge^ and their own foolish hearts are darkened ; 
and thus professing themselves to be wise they do beeomo 
foolSj and pervert thetr generation by corrupting thcm- 
selves, to perish in their own corruptions^ by choosmg their 
own way that is perverse before the Lord ; who hath givoQ 
man the law and testimony for a blessing, and for a school- 
master to bring men to the time of tefcrmatioQ, and that 
the seed may be raised up from among the brethren that 
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/speak the plain language of the friend, (not muttering and 
peeping ; Isaiah viii. 19,) and that destroys the enemy by 
the commandment of God only. 

God's name changes not, and is not divided from one ; 
Troth is God's house, and Trath is also one in God, and 
Ood is one in the Truth ; God and the godly led, do the 
truth without variableness, or shadow of turning ; because ^ 
there is no change in the truth, which does appear for a 
record, and hath an appearance for a witness that truth 
doth exist. The truth is a great mystery, a great rock, 
and a great fortress, or a munition of defence to rely upon. 
God is that rock ; bis work is perfect, and he works not 
out of that strong tower of justice and judgment, where 
every man is safe in his redeeming name. 

jSpiritual meat and drink is the virtue that flows by 
God s word of truth begotten by himself, and is the son of 
man by doing his will, the sanctifying truth ; without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy ; and also without idle words, 
l^nd vain repetitions, or heathenish forms, to please men, 
find to be heard of men, and to be seen of men, to honor 
the creature, and to flatter the creature, and call man mas- 
ter, to rule one another, and make slaves of the souls of 
men. Brethren have but one master, the Truth ; God's 
consoling leader of bis people. God's way is equal ; God's 
truth is equal ; God's eternal life is the one bead, and 
master, and all men are bretbren that are in the only true 
God's comfort, to know him wbo gives them that living 
bread, which is the plain language of the Truth. 

God's blessed promise is the promise of grace, and is 
from the foundation of the world in God's mercy, to over- 
throw the seat, and the power of darkness that came by^the 
cfevil, or the wisdom of the serpent ; and is against the un- 
godly kingdom of this world, that blinded men's minds by 
committing fornication with the unclean beastly spirit ; 
which corrupted man's ways, and man's thoughts,^jnd 
whereby man's earthen vessel is dishonored by the WMb 
of man's carnal mind, that is at enmity with God, neitheY 
indeed can be reconciled to God ; and must die upon, the 
9ros8| that God may own his new creation in Christ Jesus^ 
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the blessed witnesB, and the promised seed of the woniaO| 
that shall bTuise the serpeiit's head. 

The seed of the woman is the head of the church, as (xod 
IB the head of Christ ; through whom be reigns and judges, 
and through every to ember, by their measure of eternal 
life, tbat ia in the just man's son^ tbat God giTes the church- 
eSj and joinB them fitly together to support one another, 
and to be a pillar of fire by their testimony against every 
evil doer's seed, that is sown by the wicked one, and tbat 
do appear in men's fields of fruit, and which must be 
gathered out in the titue of God's harvest^ who draws jnen 
unto his Son of eternal life ; who feeds bis followers when 
they reap and recuive wages, and gather fruit hy first bind- 
ing the tares, which were sown hj the enemy while men 
slept, and went his way. Then the tares are the ^uit of 
tbe enemy by the field. 

Thou tbat sayest tbat there is no mystery in religion, 
(which is a bridled tongue and 4 set watch to man's lips, 
to keep them from uttering guife, and to keep man's eye 
fiingle, also his feet from walking io vanity, and his hands 
from uoclean aetiooa, or holding of bribes, &o,, by making 
provisions for the fiesh) look well to this rock from whence 
M everlasting strength issues tb rough God and his kindred 
spirits, which are crucified to their own bonse, and who 
get away from their own kindred, and do leave them for a 
better inhurilance, by receiving the promiae of a better 
dwelling place in God, the caller from all evil ; and who is 
the faithful re warder with his gifts, for the inheritance of 
the promise that is realized by faith, that tbo Almighty 
dwells in with men, and just men dwell in with God; who 
multiplieth themj and giveth them the increase of his 
knowledge to hold, and to be a ctrurt of bis holiness; to 
bear witness against every unreasonable man, and unjust 
person^ that will not learn wisdom and acknowledge the 
my^l|ry of godline&s ; because God is not confessed by 
incf^fofane persons to be iu their flesh, to make a new 
man in the Truth, by doing truth in God ; to slay tbe en- 
mi tv of the serpent's lies by the word of their testimony 
from tbeir mouths, and by the breath of all such holy and 
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just persons, who do live by tbeir one body revealed : and 
80 are one bread, that is ako one sword of Ood's mouth, 
that spcaketh only by begotten faith in man ; so is the son 
of man, to whom God commits judgment ;^becaase he is 
also the son of just men by generation, and by spiritual 
kindred that no man can see, can hear, and no men can 
understand in their hearts, unless their healer is their son, 
and they are saved by child-bearing, and are his friends by 
doing his father's will; and having their own joy falfilled 
by hearing his voice within them, that strengthens them 
with might in the inner man, when the bride hath the 
bridegroom, and the twain are made one spirit, by one 
will, and also by one flesh, as long as the government rests 
upon bis shoulders, and he is her spiritual consolation ; 
who crucifies the flesh, and justifies his father, comforts 
and consoles his mother, with every such sister ; and is 
the bond of peace and of perfectness to all his brethren, 
that are made perfect in him, who joins them together, to 
edify one another in their measurres of faith, which they 
hold as God knits them together in his goodness, and they 
are grounded in love ; which God is the father of, and is 
the righteousness which gives the church an everlasting 
assurance; which is the joy of the whole earth, and which 
power descends to prepare the bride, the Lamb's wife, to 
rejoice in the covenant of the Lamb ; for which Christ 
was, and is given in a spiritual kindred that is justified in 
the spirit, seen of angels, or the spirits of the just (men in 
the flesh that God has manifested the Truth in) which the 
church came unto in Paul's great day of conflict, f<^r the 
same acknowledgement of G^d's goodness and the cause of 
men being knit together in it ; and to preach it nnto the 
Gentiles, to make known the unsearchable riches of Chnst, 
by believing while in this present world, and being con- 
vinced that there is a daily cross to bear, before men can 
wear God's daily orown ; and that, by man rccei|^||^ the 
bow that abides in strength, he ffoes forth conqu^^g and 
to conquer in the testimony of the true and faithful, who 
^Move not their own lives unto the death." Suohimeive ,. 
a crown of life as overcomers of the beast, his image, 



his mark, and the number of hie uame^ which ii the 
Dumber of the captivated creature that must be led into 
BubjectioQ or c^iptivitj^ and overcome through him who 
leads captivity captive, and gives gifc^ unto men^ when ha 
aBcetidi on high with thcnij as Paul says : He was " re- 
ceived up into glory ;" and yet that be{Panl) could do all 
tbitiga through Christ who ^treogtbened him, and *^ ia 
wbotn ye are complete, laekiog Dothiog/' Then dearly 
beloved, come to the fountain of strength wbich isanei 
from the throne of the Lord God &nd the Lamb, whence is 
the river of life in true believers, that makeB glad the city 
and heritage of God, and which flows through bis mem- 
bers' bowels to invite nien to the same great day of the 
Lord in Christ, sayiug in and by the same everlasting 
covenant^ " If any man thirst, let him cotne unto (the spirit 
and to the bride) me and drink'' of the gladdening river 
of life, in which is the tree of life, the virtue of God, that 
bealeth the nations* 

Further and concludingly, it is perse cution unto the 
Lord Jesus Christy the Son of God, and also the Sod of all 
just men made perfect, (by the drawiog of his father'i 
power and wisdom in everj generation^ and who are buill 
up together in bim their head of all principality and power ^ 
both in things of heaven aod earth ;) and is an enemy to 
all righteousness, and in the friendship of this world, that 
is at enmity with God, for men lo affirm that there is no 
mystery in religion : such presumptuous men have do lot 
or part in godliness that the Truth leads into, and that 
God is the father of through repentance, Ungodliaesa 
blots men's names out of tbe book of life ; and repentance 
is the only way to settle the account, by learning of grace^ 
and holding the mystery of faith id a pure conscience, b&. 
fore God, and before men, for a testimony unto the world : 
whieb world must be overcome by faith that is in Christ 
Jesua^ who set^ free from the law of sin and death. 

Godliness, justice, equity, trutb and lighteousness, need 
no repentance, neltber do they need any men, or man, to 
call them away from their abiding place iu God, who worka 
in men who are under the shadow of the Almighty, and 
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are in the secret place of the most high, where the shield 
and buckler of truth, the power and wisdom of God, work- 
eth for God's own praise in his sanctuary of Judah^ and 
house of Israel in all generations. 

Come then to Paul's rook of defence, and acknowledge 
the mystery of the faith which is hid with Christ in God 
only, and whose treasure in man's earthen vessel is in God's 
kindred of father and son, through just men; who are 
godly, and who love equity, and who follow the Truth for 
a shield of good which they can trust ; with the everlast- 
ing assurance that God's word is his sword, and that sword 
is his testimony of plain language called Truth, which no 
man can mend ; yet God breathes the word Truth to mend 
all men, and give them power to become his sons, and to 
speak it to slay the wicked by the breath of their lips ; he 
being the life of their Father. 

The plain Truth hath but one covering, and but one 
name who is always equal to himself, because he dwells in 
it and begets the name, so it is really a production by the 
effect of some cause. That cause is to man or men, the 
ground and pillar of witness by night and by day ; and 
knowledge to divide the light from the darkness by wit- 
ness, must be by generation of kindred spirit, or spirits ; 
for God to dwell in men's minds by wisdom, to be inherited 
through understanding of production by means of union. 
The Creator is the first cause, and is called love ; who is 
also the moving cause of all real production. Truth being 
God's virtue, is his first production for witness of existence 
by evidence, visible or invisible, which includes both natu-' 
ral and spiritual sense. Man was made first natural ; so 
the natural is the production of the wisdom and power of 
God, who made man's flesh for his tabernacle on earth, to 
be quickened by his power of truth ; and in it, to set to 
man's seal that God is true. 

God judges no man himself, but by the Truth ; because 
without the Truth, by and for whom God made man, man 
is void ; and is without revelation of any form or appear- 
ance. 

The Father himself judges no man, but has committed 



M jadgmeitt nnto the Son; that all men ma j honor the 
Son, even ae Uiey honor the Fatker. The Father without 
the reality of the Son in judgment, I maj sayj is God alone 
without spiritual kindred^ or without generation in form of 
iaved flesh, by trayail of hirth for inward formation ; and 
that must come in the f esh, to confess with the mouth what 
the heart believeth righteously. Man only knows existence 
by evidence that he^ really and truly , has a being of cor- 
poreal union of matter in members , for some purpose, and 
by soma cansc;, which produces wonderful sensation of mind 
in and by natural organisation^ and also by the eon centra- 
tion of manifestations that are all subject one unto another, 
to be servants for the comfort of one body in Truth, that 
is DO He ; because no Ue is of the Truth, 

Nothing h God*s equal but the Truth ; and the Truth is 
filled with God, who breathes only truth and never breathes 
out of the Truth^ and the Truth always leads men unto 
God's breath, that gives men life to acknowledge the truth 
of the real mystery of God, who has made it men^s entire 
business to learn of their father in heaven ; and teach that 
name they learn of their father, by talking to Che doctors, 
and to the lawyers ; and by hearing them, and asking them 
questions on justice and virtue, by truth ; that moved him 
to uncover all their pretensions, and opened their graves of 
bypocriayj and their hiding- places of professions to keep 
men sound in body as doctors, and holy in the law of 
Truth. Grace teaches men only what they do not know ; 
and that which man do not know, is mystery to them. 
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A wriiten scourge against wUUworsKip ; setting forth that 
Satan^s $ievc$ are hts cursed desires against God and his 
tkos&n people J whom God hath hid in his onl^ Sonf to be 
made manifest through their conformity to His demres 
only ; who reigns not without hts Feather ^ and his PoJther 
not ■without HinVj to subdue all things to himself 

By AEaAHAii Lawtok, Athens, Greene County, K'ew York, 
Uh month, 1865. 



All true and gracions domiuion in gubduing the vatitty 
and pride of the world, is truly a scourge of Grod's judg- 
men^ to keep the world under ; and that the earth tnaj 
be replenished by and in the Lord's wisdom and power 
only, and for this snre testimony of Truth, that his own 
works shall praise him and declare his gracious name. 

Will-worship begins in Satan's sieves or his beastly de- 
sire to reign by commanding and rehnking through ele- 
mentary means, and with selfish desires and views that are 
fif^T the will of the fleah, and that savor not of the things of 
God, but those thioga that be of men. 

Satan's desires are all prodigal, even if they begin in the 
bousp of God to tempt men, and to turn them away from 
God's kingdom, and to sift them, as wheat is proved in 
weight and in valne, of God*s goodness that hath power 
over Satan's words and works, aod does subdue them by 
the Truth ; who is God*s wisdom and power in as many as 
follow him to learn of him, by keeping their hearts pnre 
upon their rock, or their eye upon their single teacher, that 
shall not be removed into a eorner while their minds are 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness j for ihey shall 
be filled with righteous glory : such being the Lord's house 
of glory, whom he dwells in for their glory, as it is issuing 
from Him who is the day-spring of all true light and glory ; 
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and which he bath ordained shall proceed from Him 
throngh his only begotten, who is the Ailness of his grace 
and truth, and to whom he hath committed all judgment 
and light of glory, to be revealed through his hying body 
of members, as they bring forth much fruit in his vine ; 
whereby Truth's Beavenly Father is honored| and does also 
honor those who honor the fountain from whence the liv- 
ing water gushes out, as he epeaketh and men do Kve 
upon that spiritual rock ; the fountain oiUfe, through his 
true and ftiithful witnesses to thek messages of salvation, in 
their publishing of peace, as their feet are prepared by the 
peace-maker of all God's sons who inherit his blessings of 
glad tidings which they do bring with them^ to say vnto 
Zion, «* Behold thy God reigneth." 

Surely, then, while he is reigning and his subjeets are 
receiving the issues of life from his presence hourly, it is 
as the Lamb spirit receives it in all his followers, fr(mi Him 
who is in the midst of his virtuous throne or govemn^ent) 
to lead them unto the fountain of the waters of Life ; an4 
he doth feed them who is their Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls. 

Satan is a transformed angel of self, that may and docs 
appear in men's freit of high thoughts, as he did in Peter, 
when Peter rebuked the rock of his God. (whieh had 
shown him salvation stronger than hell'^ gates), and would 
have led Jesus from suffering by his eamal mind, saying, 
</ Be it far from thee/' Satan's seive then is the desires 
of carnal mindedness, and is shown by the fruit of re- 
buking or condemning the guiltless for sacrifice in will- 
worship; to please and to honor men in that which is 
highly esteemed of thein, and is of great repute ; but the 
secrets of the Lord are with those that fear Him and do 
give glory to his name, and who do bear testimony unto the 
Truth against the liar that holds no mystefy in the Truth ; 
beeause such do stand themselves in their own persons and 
flesh before the face of Christ, with their backs turned to 
the Light, by and in their own comuMndments and desires, 
to lead the Truth; and to rebuke him bjr making him td 
serve with their sins. These should get behind the Truth, 
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ftQd taBte, an 3 see tbat the savor of the wise Tirgina !a the 
Lord^s name, that is their only good, and that it must be his 
word that oommaDda^H good aud all light, and that caasea 
the day-epring fVoui on high to know his place below ; and 
that hlesseth the earth with increase from the words that 
are proceediog out of hia mouth j for man shall not live 
by bread alone that perifthes^ but must labor after that 
bread that cometb down from heaven, and that giveth life 
BUto the world. '^ I am the bread of God/* said the Truth 
and the living Light j " he that eateth me, shall live by me, 
even as I live by the Father :" and who said unto his fol- 
lowers, '* without me ye oan do nothing;" no more than the 
branches can bear fruit except they abide in the vine* My 
words are spirit and they are life; it is the spirit that 
quickeneth man's mortal body^ not the fiesh that is profi^t 
to the apirit. Godliness with contentment is great gain 
to the godly, who do live by the words of God, as God in 
the daj-spTing speaks them, and renews them while he is 
speaking them J and man is receiving them as they issae 
from Him, tho Son's fountain of Life and Light, that is 
only in the order of the present Pight of those who do taste 
and see that his goodness is his name, is^aiag from him- 
aelf upon his wise virgins, who go in by the door with him 
their own Bridegroom, who does comfort them and knit 
them together with his everlasting covenant with his 
Father's people : as it is written, *' he shall he for a cove- 
nant to the people/' And he surely is the true church's 
bond of peace unto all those that hold him, who is the head 
of ail prinoipalities and p >wer8, uwi in whom the righteous 
are hid with him ; to be revealed in hira, as he leads his foL 
-lowers into all Truth, both in reproving the world in all their 
ungodly ways, and in persuading men everywhere to repent 
of all that is nn godly, wherever that ungodliness may appear; 
that it may be scourged out by the Lord's spiritually* 
minded ones, who are reiitorers aud are not destroyers; 
because they do abide in their Head and one Master, that 
must be followed to serve him, the scourger with the small 
cords of his members j because he works not without hia 
followers, to keep the church clean from the den of 
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thieves, who are such for want of living and true desires, 
that do not belong to Satan. 

Satan was the same in Peter for it power of darkness, 
both when he rebuked the Truth bj his own command, and 
when he denied him also by that perverse spirit, and swore 
to a lie in the fear of men , that brings a snare in that bond 
of iniquity which is with such agreements with hell that 
such men do make, in covenant with (the dead in sin, or) 
death ; which shall not stand in the place of holiness, but 
must be overthrown and driven out with authority ; both 
the buyers and the sellers, and their merchandise, and 
their means, seats, and exchanging tables ; that were all 
Satan's desires, and his seive and den; with Simon 
Magus' spirit, that had neither part nor lot in the matter, 
because his heart was not right, and his only hope was 
upon the root of corruption, and not in the root and ground 
of prayer ; in love, that edifies the body, as the selfsame 
mind worketh in them both to will and to do according to 
God's own good pleasure, that calleth men to virtue 
and to glory by doing his present will, that is hi^j present 
hour; and it is his present power that gived<^present 
strength with might in the inner man, to comprehend that 
stream that is present ; issuing with the present receiver 
of the present preserver, as it is written ; be that believeth 
^nd is receiving descending baptism, and that remaineth 
with the baptized, is truly the teacher, as his teaching is 
received from the spiritual words in the hearer of faith ; 
which hearing is the gift of God, as well as the preaching 
of faith is so. 

Men's commands and Satan's desires are in the same un- 
clean spirit that is a bond of iniquity for a sieve, in such 
agreements that make slaves of the souls of men who will 
not bear the yoke of the Saviour, and suffer with him, to 
reign with him ; through the reconciliation of his cross to 
be saved by his life from the dead. 

I feel the necessity laid upon me to preach this gospel 
and to write this truth, particularly to the society called 
Friends ; who, if they have any real claim to that name, 
and do not claim it presumingly, must have it by kgeping 
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tlie Saviour's commaodinenUand abiJlDgin bis lore, even 
as he abode in bia Father's love ; whose word is Truth, 
and is reallj the bread of sincerity j and who bath tio 
pretence iu bia deseendiug and remainiog name of his 
Father's spirit or Jife; because that wisdom that is not 
earthly soDsaal and devilish, but ihat cometh (now pres- 
ent) from above^ ia first pure, then peaceable, (to the 
peace tnakers,) gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits; (there fs no room fur partiality or hypoc- 
TisyjJ and it is without partialityj and without bypocri8y» 
So the peraoT) of Peter was, speaking impartially, a Satan 
and an intruder into things which he had not seen ; being 
in darkness, and speaking by the dragon's power, when he 
rebuked the Truth , and said, *^ Be it far from thee, Lord; 
this tjhali not be unto thee/' Peter l^d not the Sa-viour'a 
key, but took it away ; be stood in the way of sinners, 
and in the way of Satan's desires, to rule in bis wisdom 
that aayors of the things of men who deaire to become 
Gads; man's will not bein«^ subdued. Thus Peter, by 
the things of a man, wits a wilUwofjebipper, and bad a 
show of wisdom in that which was not mortified ; or, as 
Paul ??aja, a puffed up fleshly. mind; his humility was 
\olnntary, and his saerifice w^s not faked with fire, and 
he'wa? not in the true peace within himself, as those are 
whom God keeps perfectly so, berause they trust in him 
and are blessed ; even ali that serye tbe Lord with fear 
and rejoice with trembling, and do kiea their own bride- 
groom, least be be angry and they perish from the way, 
David said, ** Blessed is efcry one that putteth his trust 
in Him/' 

The fear of man btings a snare, and a sieve, that shall 
come upon all men iu the hour of trial (as wheat is sifted,) 
and of temptation^ to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
Then let me relieve my mind, as I now feel constrained to 
set before men impartially and really tbe Truth ; and that 
hypocrisy and intrusion id to things that are not seeUj and 
that are iu the commandments of men, and in deaires tbat 
are in tbe fear of men that brings a snare^ are the same 
power of Satan's sieve tbat divides the portion iu those 
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desires to reign without the Father ; like the younger Hon 
(of a perverted man who is always the mother of such hy 
the first root or seed of the evil doer,) they are brothers 
to unclean spirits that are in- the saine bond of iniquity ; 
and these lade a nation with iniquity and are a rebellious 
house by that seed ; a people joining with a citizen of a 
far country who sends his subjects to serve swine with 
husks. This is the state - of such covenant-makers in 
their agreements with men ; they perish with hunger, 
and none of them have the bread of faith, because Ihey 
are all unclean in their desires, their covenants, and their 
pretences; which are all unjust, and in unbelief of the 
kingdom of God, that reigns in righteousness when his 
princes do rightly rule in judgment in his house; then a 
man shall be for a hiding-place ; and such men are with 
the Father, and are hid from the world in Christ, their 
house from above ; and they do know that joy in heaven 
comes through repentance, and that the Father in heaven 
reconciles the labors of the just with his mercy, and 
owns their services in bringing sinners to repentance and 
into that in which there is no division ; in which this lan- 
guage is true : '< Son, thou art ever with me, and all that 
I have is thine, (and thine is mine,) even that which ia 
restored, and that was lost, and is found ; was dead,- and 
is alive ; and is in and with the older brother by the re- 
conciliation of the one Father and his only Son, by receiv- 
ing a brother, sister, and mother; and it is now meet that 
we should rejoice together." 

The only begotten Son of God, the first-born of every 
creature, hath never transgressed at any time. It is the 
. pretending brother, and the unchaste, designing mother 
in Satan's sieve that scatters and divides the portion, and 
wastes the living of the Father, and that demands and 
commands; and also denies the older brother that never 
took his portion or living out of his Father. Therefore 
the Father acknowledged it was all the elder brother's 
portion, saying that it is meet to rejoice with those that 
are convinced of the Truth or subdued by the grace of 
the Father, and that are made partakers of the elder 
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brother's grace 'and tmth only by the oommaDd of bis 
Father, who sees meet to give them an inheritance in his 
light of trae comfort, where there is no division of por- 
tion, of bread, or of living, when the desires are of the 
one only true and living God, who cannot be divided in 
the trae and living worship which the 1^'ather of Truth 
seeketh, and himself rewardeth men by the Truth to lead 
them. • 

The saved only are saviours, and they do not corrupt 
themselves to perish in their own corruptions. Those that 
do overcome, ate the present support of the Lord's house 
of prayer that he builds up together for a pillar on the 
ground of truth, in love that edifieth the body in the self- 
same mind that was in Christ Jesus, the author and the 
finisher of our faith, speaking mutually, as Jesus did 
when he said " We know what we worship/' including all 
Jews inward, that are of the spirit, and not of the letter 
and the traditions of men's teachings, hut who are com- 
plete and entire in him, lacking nothing; and without 
whom he said, *' Ye can do nothing }" and with whom, as 
Paul said, '' I can do all things throQgh Christ that 
strengtheneth me." This me, who said ^^ Without me ye 
can do nothing," is the Rock of God's word begotten im- 
mediately, and is the Son of man which is in heaven, or 
God's throne, to feed his followers, and who will not 
leave them comfortless in no wise, but will include them 
in himself, as his Father seeks the worship of his mem- 
bers built up together in the form of God ; being knit to- 
gether in the goodness of God, to the full assurance of 
understanding, and to the acknowledgment of the mys- 
tery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ ; in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, which, 
to be known, must be revealed by the Father in the Son, 
who only does declare his Father's generation, and is in 
his bosom ; and which no man hath seen at any time, or 
by or in any other way but by his own power, received to 
become his sons, and heirs of his salvation jointly, in 
worship that he leads his followers into ; and that is hap- 
piness, to feel the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
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he hatb sent, for a seal of affection in lum that satictifietf 
by the Father's power and word, that is Truth's nndiyided 
church ; saying, " We know what we worship, for salva- 
tion is of the Jews/' to saye them, and to bear testimony 
against those who worship they know not what. 

God and Christ do hold all the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven for the express purpose of confounding 
the wisdom of the wise, ancT to bring to nothing the un- 
derstanding of the prudent, (calculator's of this world's 
glory,) and that no flesh may glory in the Lord's presence ; 
seeing corruption doth not inherit incofruption by any 
show of wisdom in will worship, or intrusion into things 
they have not seen, or in any vain fleshly or puffecl up 
mind in seeking the glory of the fleshly will that is ^m 
beneath, and is Satan's desires that must be overcome by 
the presence of the mighty God of Jacob; that Judah 
may be the Lord's sanctuary, and Israel his dominion, and 
the house of his glory that he glorifies ; who honors them 
that honor him by following him^ and who leads his re- 
deemed from among a* people of a strange language to 
hear his voice of comfort that is the consolation of Israel's 
shepherd ; that gathers together in one all that are scat- 
tered abroad, through the blood of his cross ; reconciling 
thereby all things unto himself, in his Father's will ; who 
hath made him onltjf his king and potentate upon the 
earth, in saving his generation of light with men, and 
with his Father, who hath appointed him the door into 
all true mystery, and to hold the key of knowledge ; hav- 
ing prevailed in Judah, the Lord's sanctuary, that yet 
ruleth with God, and is faithful with the godly, that do 
dwell in their Lion, who taketh the book out of the right 
hand of him that sitteth upon the throne^ because the 
Lamb Spirit taketh away every curse by overcoming the 
beastly will and devouring spirit, in conversion and in 
knowledge of God, by subduing all things that are de- 
structive to the Lord's praise; who hath found him 
worthy, being in the Lamb's throne with him that leads 
all his followers to judge and to make war with that 
which is not subdued, but is the cursed beastly nature 
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whicb ooveta to reign iirBaif- will and m prefiumption, in 
all who will cat rotain God id their knowledge; to 
bold the mjstcrj, and to see the dailj bread descend, and 
the daily suQ to be revealed from faith to faith; which the 
Lambda followers do labor for, that the bread that perishes 
not may be received by the daily sacrifice of self being 
offered up an holy and acceptable oflFering^ and a reason a- 
bJe service, thut men may know what that good and ac- 
ceptable will of God is J even the spirit of Truth that 
shall lead his followers into all truth , and abide with tfaem 
forever ; so will never forsal^e his servants that are yoked 
to hitn by his cross^ and do receive bis ernwn ; and a bow 
is given them that do ride with Mm who is called true and 
faithful J and abide in his gift ; and do f^o forth conquering 
and to conquer with him who &aid, " He that overcometh, 
will I make a pillar in my house/'' 

80 it is the ovarcomers and tha faithful tbat do bear 
testimony agaiast those that are overcome^ and are a faith- 
less and perverse generation (impartially) : for Peter's 
demands and rebuking mastership was an offence to the 
great head and one master, unjustly dcBiring him to servo 
man's sins : for surely, the fear of men was Peter's great 
snare, and was Satan's desire to sift the church bj 
demanding the division of the Father'^ living against him 
that ui'ver transgressed or needed a kid, but was content 
with godliness. 

Then sifters, dividers of the kingdom of the just, and 
joiners of themselves to a citizen of a far country, are 
among the dead to faith and the righteonsness of God; 
and are amongst the lost and reprobate ; in whom the God 
of this world hath blinded Cheij- minds by unbelief, Sucb 
kind of unclean spirit goes not out but by prayer and fasting 
from man's deftiresj man's demands and commands, and 
man's fear that brings a snare, and a trap, and a recom- 
pense^ by such show of wisdom in will-worship and 
hypocrisy as Peter denied and swore in | bat be heard the 
cock crow, and saw hia rebuker's look, and brought forth 
bitter fruit from the rod that budded. 

The testimonies of the J^rd are a sura defence and & 
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soonrge to the den of those who are io Satan's desires^ 
who will flee before the Trath ; whioh is the ensign the 
Lord lifteth up to the nations for them to flee unto for 
safety. Men that pretend to be worshippers by a feigned 
faith, and do hold no mysteryi are a perverted genera- 
tion ; and have no] godly duty in pretences of prayers : 
and are like the foxes that make gaps and do not stand in 
them, but do flee to the desert after working in the dark 
to undermine^ as ealeulators do ran to hide themselves. 
They who are offered up in body, do not flee from their 
living sacrifice that is holy and acceptable nnto God, that 
they may prove what that good, and perfect, and accept- 
able will of God is. They wbo are ashamed of their 
works in the dark, and are confounded in their pretended 
courts of the Lord, that he requires not at their hands to 
tread, must be driven out and their tables and seats over- 
thrown : the true and living God owns them not, nor their 
desires, that are Satan's sieve that perverts men ftt)m the 
right way ; because they stand in the way of sinners, and 
taJke away the key of knowledge which is received through 
repentance; so they kill grace, like that Fox Herod, who 
did quench the Elias ; yet such make an agreement 
together to do without repentance, which is man's first 
worthy fruit, and is the cause, by God's judgment upon the 
unjust, to make them flee from the wrath to come ; and to 
turn the disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; and which 
causes all the joy in heaven by sinners that are saved 
through repentance.. 

Oh I that Fox, that king Fox ; who stands in the way 
of repentance ; and sajs that all men know the Truth, when 
they will not learn of Grace: of such also the Son of 
man must suffer from violence. 

Seemiog religion is held in an unbridled toogne that 
makes the cross of Christ of none effect ; because without 
the teacher's yoke men do not learn godliness, but are 
barren and unfruitful in the knowledge that is saving. 
God, the Father, is greater than all teachers, and than all 
learners. Christ, the head and fulness, was a learner of 
obedience by the things which he suffered; he also 
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received power by his Father'j counnandmeDt^ and tbe 
greater blesaetli the lesser ; likewise, the giver is greater 
than the giftj and it is more blessed to give than to 
receive ; jet, wben men retain God in tbeir knowledge, 
the J are tbankfulj and render due ibankfulness to their 
benefactors ; as the bead of all principalitiea was thankful 
to hie Father, Lord of heaven and earthy because he hatk 
bid (himself the fountain of alJ good) these things from 
the wise and the prudent^ and hath revealed them unto 
babes | even so now it seemeth good in bis sight both to 
hide and to reveal nato the helpless, both light and sight 
of their gracious providers, both naturally and spiritually. 
Fray with me to be delivered from ^U unreasonable 
men ; such as pervert the truth of God, and obange it into 
a lie, and rely upon that which is bottomless ; supposing 
that gain to their self- repute is godliness, and the trans- 
formation of self to be an angel of light; but the true 
light will quench every fiery dart from the liar's tongue 
which is unbridled. There is no controversy in Godli- 
nesBf and no offence in Innocence; and the virtuous 
descending blessing that remaineth for a baptism, is upon 
the heads of " whosoever is not offended in me ;" the 
second teacher; that iostTucta whosoever learns under his 
yoke with bim^ and makes them complete^ wanting 
nothing. First, God the Judge is great mystery. 
Secondly, Christ, his only begotteo, is the Father's only 
potent atcj by God's translation into a marvellous light by 
witnesses of the operation in the kingdom of God, as he, 
the author, is now given unto ua< Thirdly, to deny mys- 
tery in godliness is Satan's sieve, that rebukes the in- 
ftructorsj ecribc or master; and also denies Paurs re- 
vealerj and makes the word of God of none effect by 
worshipping angels, and by men intruding themselves into 
thines they have not seen; for a show of wisdom in a 
fleshly, pnffed'Upj vain mind, in trying to satisfy man'a 
fleshly will* 
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MAN'S IMPERATIVE DUTY TO GOD IN DIVINE WORSHIP 
SET FORTH; 

For the promotion of the cause of Truth, and for tht en^ 
cturagement and blessing of the meek learners of the true 
faithj which gives the victory over sin, and mukes men free 
by true and saving knowledge of the one good, thahk €fod ; 
to whom all praise is due. 



An exposition by way of preface to the following testimony 
to imperative duty in divine worship unto our creator and 
preserver, and which is of the greatest importance to man's 
nappiness in every sense qf the word. 

An exposition of duty is also an exposition of divine 
worship ', which a gracious God has so bound together in 
his love, that whosoever strive to separate divine worship 
from imperative duty, kick against the Eock of Truth, and 
strive against their Maker's will : instejd of praying for it 
to come, and seeking his will to be done in faithful service 
to God's goodness ; which is the reality of divine wor- 
ship. 

Cursed indeed is the man that labors in iniquity to sep- 
arate divine worship from the imperative duty of man to 
God. Working without knowledge loids even a nation 
with the yoke of rebellion against knowledge ; and the end 
of such work in worship in darkness, must be a laying 
down in sorrow for kindling a fire, and encompassing them- 
selves with the sparks ef their own works, which are not 
of God's own seeking.- The work of God is righteousness ; 
and men are only God's true witnesses, by doing their 
deeds in the Truth, which is always God's work ; and has 
his good and great effect of everlasting assurance for a re- 
ward, which he opens himself, to those who can call him 
Father knowingly, without vain repetitions; which the 
Saviour forcibly forbids, for a testimony against the hypo- 
crisy of will-worship : that is an heathenish form, full of 
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corruption that men fall into noawares by following those 
leaders that teaoh the commandmeDts of men, to serve men 
by having their persons in admiration for advantage. 

Divine worship is the most exalted state, and the great- 
est cause that man can espouse ; and is nothing less than 
the kingdom of heaven, as men become subjects of God ; 
and are thereby blessed, both singly and also mutually by 
fkith, If it is written of the seed ; <' And thou shalt be a 
blessing/' Such have the presence of their benifioent f us- 
tainer in them that cast their burden upon him, and who 
make covenant with him to serve him in unfeigned faith, 
that is the bread of truth ; which comforter le^ds into all 
just and righteous duty. The Apostle desired the prayers 
of the brethren to be delivered from unreasonable and 
wicked men ; such as would not let the word of God have 
free course : for all men have not faith. Now as faith 
can be received only by God's grace, which judges every 
sinner^ and which is revealed from heaven against all un- 
godliness of men ; the first work of worship which pleases 
God, is to depart from evil. And this work must be yield- 
ed unto by men before such persons can name the name of 
the Lord ; who declares his generation by humbling them 
through his grace to feel his mercy, like worm Jacob did ; 
who wrestled with man and with the power of darkness 
until the day spring came, (and which now comes) that 
shakes the poweis of wickedness out of man's earth : and 
which wrestling seed then prevails, that has power with 
God as a Prince, that can call God father ; who reigns in 
righteousness, and his (heirs) princes do rule in judgment. 
Then a man shall be for a hiding place under the shadow 
of a great rock of strength. 

Divine worship is divine happiness, which is so good and 
so pleasant for brethren to dwell together in by their unity ; 
and which brethren receive by walking together in mutual 
faith, that is the gift of the same father ; and by doing the 
same will to become brethren that have but one bead and 
master ; and who have all fellowship with him in his suf- 
ferings : and are so quickened togeth'er with his eternal 
comforting life, or circulating blood in the son of man : 
and which son is their own son of God by faith^ that is the 



substance they are called to feed the flock of Chriit with 
the knowledge of in every comforting duty, and leadl them 
into its everlasting . rest. 

I would further explain to the reader of the following 
work ; hoping, at least^ to set the subject more directly 
before the understandings of honest inquirers after ever- 
lasting comfort, which is unchangeably in Truths reward, 
that must lead every follower of substance into all truth. 
Substance must be first possessed, before it really, and 
experimentally can be professed with confidence in the sub- 
stance of truth, called faith ; by spiritual evidence. 

Paul spake in the rock of God when he said, " Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God/* 
(Th6 word of God then, and now, is the power of faith ; 
and is for an operator upon something that is to be a pro- 
duction of loves between God and man, called the fruit of 
the spirit, by believing in his goodness, or in his testimony, 
which Paul calls a preacher.) How then shall men hear 
without a preacher; and how shall they preach except they 
be sent ? 

Friends of godliness must allow this necessity to be laid 
upon all men, that they are in the woe if they bring not 
forth faith ; which is the fruit of a conscience void of 
offence before God and man. Let me first invite you all 
to keep the word of the Saviour's patience, to read this 
and bear it ; that you may be kept in the hour of tempta- 
tion that shall come upon all men, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth. 

Remember this truth, that you must possess truth in faith^ 
before you can have the least authority to profess faith, or 
to be the friends of true profession, by experience that 
faith is substance in jour souls by the operation of God ; 
and is also the fruit of his goodness, by which only you 
can be sealed to his foundation, by doing imperative duty 
on your part; tbat you may be witnessess that faith has 
really come : " For all men have not faith/' savs Paul. 
It is your imperative duty to lay hold of that substance, 
without which you cannot please God, and really be 
shicMed with his presence for a keeper in the way of truth, 
and inherit the seed that is a blessing, to the possessor 
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thereof ; and who shall he the seed of hlessiog, to malti- 
ply the house of Ahraham's faith in God, UDto all genera- 
tions. 

Man^B Imperative Duty to God in Divine Worship set forth. 

Divine worship is an imperative duty of the jast, against 
will-worship ; by faith striving against sin, in every form ; 
to destroy that mystery of iniquity that now worketh to 
kill Christ's friends. 

Divine worship is really a duty of Ood's own seeking ; 
who also seeketh such worshippers that must worship him 
in spirit and in Truth. The word must, is really and justly 
imperative upon the worshipper and witness of good, both 
as to spirit and as to truth; and admits of no alteration. 
Spirit is life ; and truth unchangeable is the witness be- 
tween God and man. And men's minds must be in faith, 
that is the bread of divine consolatioo, or they cannot set 
as a seal upon God's heart and as a seal upon his arm. 
And man cannot be made a witness upon God's delivering 
arm made bare in his own love, which gives power by his 
grace for men to become the sons of God, (who is a spirit,) 
without a real' birth of the spirit, that is not of the will of 
the flesh, but of the will of God ; and also must be by man 
doing that will in truth^ for a saving witness to all men 
that do the truth, that he is the Son of God : and is God's 
consolation also, to such chosen and faithful ones ; and is 
the uniting influence between all that are led, by the 
Father's power, to honor the Son in every deed that is 
sought by the Father : to draw to the same fellowship of 
his will, that mUst be done in the everlasting covenant, and 
mutual faith, that strengthens the church together in one 
pillar of truth ; and that only supports the members (or 
one another) on the ground of truth in desire for the same 
kingdom to come, from the same hallowed name, in those 
that pray in the one spirit and in understanding together: 
without which they cannot say, our fathr^ in truth ; or 
call Jesus Christ, Lord, by the Holy Ghost. 

Divine worship is the present operation of the spirit of 
God, now made known unto us (the church.) 
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Faith is the tahttanoe whioh good men receive from 
God ; and without it men oannot please Ood, or be in big 
^ift that he reigns in for his own glory. The firgt work of 
G-od, or good, that can be called divine worship, or faith 
and its witness for a testimony of knowledge received by 
the gifl of the author and finisher of oar faith, is a belief 
that God is. 

Faith that is snbstance, is men's first fruits unto holiness 
through the means of his inspiring providence who always 
loves men before they love him ; and they never can come 
unto the Son, as Jesu3 said, <^ Except the Father draw 
him *' (them) unto that estate. Faith cometh by hearing ; 
(not by the teachings of men, but by God's begetting sldd 
authorship ;) and hearing by the word of God ; the power 
of his gift in mercy, to bring fbrth salvation by its appear- 
ing unto all men : wherefore the faithless are inexcusable. 
The act of real and blessed belief, or faith in principle, is 
in the seed of God, that is sown in the field, which is the 
world, by God's first command to sinners; which Paul 
places positively, upon the present time, and day ; saying, 
that ^^now^ all men everywhere must or should repent; * 
being jtidgad in righteousness, as G^d hath ordained : and 
which judgaient came to make the world blind, and to 
command them from their father's house, (that which is by 
nature and by natural provisions and generation,) to a bet- 
ter inheritance by faith. (The judge that comes to open 
men's mlod's eye, that the god of this world has blinded, 
comes not to call any from righteousness, nor to make pre- 
tences to take the infirmities upon him, of those who have 
none.) That faith is spiritual substance ; and is that evi- 
dence whioh, in God's goodness, leads men to repentance ; 
which is the first fruit of contrition of soul, brought about 
by God's rebukes for sin, called John or grace; that warns 
men to flee from calling Abraham after the flesh, their 
house of faith : for grace declares such Pharisees to be the 
generation of vipers, or seed of evil doers ; that the Elias 
warned to flee from their thoughts and their natural calcu- 
lations, and receive the ability of God's grace, by bringing 
forth the fruit of grace in repentance ; to soften their 
hearts, where iniquity was abounding in destruction ; that 
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ihe love of God's mercy^ which is grace, might abound to 
bless men and be a blessing in the earth. 

'* Failh cometh by heariog," and proveth by its evi- 
dence that it is man's first imperative duty to hear the 
word of grace that brings salvation. Justification cannot 
appear unto the sinner ; neither can faith ; for faith is the 
shield of the righteous, and is their sword to overcome the 
world by testimony in truth, and in union with God : 
which testimony they speak, and do the works of right- 
eousness by reproving sin in the evidence of faith, in 
which is the everlasting assurance of truth ; whose strength 
in reproving sinners, or condemning sin in the flesh is 
th^ir comforter } that constrains them or leads them into 
all truth, for a testimony of Gt)d's worship, that is of his 
own seeking. And the righteous always hold the ark of 
God's covenant, desiring to be kept by him in the way 
they should go, and that he will be with them for a pillar 
by night and by day, for a sure witness that he dwells with 
them that keep his covenant of worship by abiding in his 
testimony ; which is the witness that he is their God, and 
they are his people that keep his covenant, that is always 
present in blessing. And that they are the seed of blessing 
who hold the judgment of God, t<) execute that judgment 
in his own power, as Father of all truth, the (present) 
I AM ; their shield and their seed's shield, and their ex- 
ceeding great reward at hand, in substance and in invisible 
evidence. 

The gifts or evidences* of God's grace are his calls to 
49inners. They come to sinners from the fountain of all 
qomfort, to lead them to repentance ; as it is written, 
***When he, the spirit of Truth, is come, he shall lead you 
into all truth," and to reprove the world by the comforter, 
in the duty which is imperative on the comforted only : 
and that is the testimony of faith and worship that over- 
comes the world. Because the comforter leads into accept- 
able worship, and the judgment is his father's, which the 
Truth leads into, and is of the gifts and callings of God 
that are without repentance ; (yea, they need no repent- 
ance;) and are sent to lead men to repentance, who are 
without repentance; that repentance may bo the worthy 
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fruit of Ood*8 grace which is able to raise up children 
unto Abraham from those degenerate buildiDg stones that 
are of the generation of vipers, that claim to be the 
generation of the just and righteous, or Abraham's chil- 
dren, and to be worshippers of God ; and whom the Elias 
came to reproye. He, being filled with the Holy Ghost 
from his mother's womb, was the Elias sent from God to 
turn the disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; (in God's 
mercy;) *< Lest I come and smite the earth with a curse/' 
Then, the first imperative duty of men is to learn in the way 
of hallowing God's name ; who calls men away from every 
house of worship but himself, the I AM, that sends all 
hiB gracious messengers with grace to give, because they 
are his kindred of grace ; who makes all men great in his 
own name and in his sure mercies, who do really learn of 
him, the true house of prayer ; and who are of the Jews 
or house of Judah, which is the praise of the Lord with 
his saints ; and the house of Israel, whom he hath chosen 
and formed for himself; '* they shall shew forth my 
praise;" as the Lord, the God of true consolation, does 
reign in their received righteousness which they possess ; 
and the gates of Judah are opened wide, that the righteous 
nation may enter into the strong city of the Lord in Judah ; 
who yet rnleth with God, and is faithful with the saints. For 
God hath prepared salvation for bulwarks round about, 
that the inhabitants of Judah may sing in the Lord's day 
and time of rejoicing, saying, '< We have a strong city ; 
salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open, 
ye, the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the 
truth may enter in'' to worship the King of glory; him 
that glorifies the house of his glory, and honors them that 
honor his glorious name, that is the strong tower for the 
righteous to flee unto and be safe. 

The most elevated station that men can bo raised into, is 
truly that of divine worshippers; whom the Majesty of 
heaven himself seeketh, and himself goes before them in 
spirit to worship him who is their King iraoiortal : to seek 
their worship, and to be the power of their testimony, by 
doing the truth : which is the seed of the woman and 
gener:itiou of the on? good, that is (Jod's wisdom and 
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power renewed by a Union of God and man in the Truth : 
for a witness that the Truth is the pillar and ground of all 
Qrod*a work, and is that which he leads truly as many as 
are his sons into, by drawing those that do love him, to this 
honor and friendship ; as Jesus said, <^ If any man serve 
me, (by following me, the wisdom and power of God,) him 
will my Father honor." 

Now and forever, the overcomers of the world with their 
Lord and Master, have their seat with him, and do so sit in 
judgment with him, and have power over the nations. 
Which testimony Paul confirms unto the church, as fol- 
lows : << Know ye not that the saints shall judge the 
world ? Yea, ye shall judge angels." What glorious 
possession the church of the first-born do come unto ! to 
give or administer testimony of faith for meat in due sea- 
son to the househ )ld, when the Son of Man appears to go 
before his flook ; and is not as a man gone into a far coun- 
try, but is the present leader and walker with his testi- 
mony bearers in white raiment : who hath cleansed those 
that receive union with the Father, and unity one with 
another, by abiding in his spiritual life, that is light in 
man's spiritual body ; which is God manifest in the flesh. 
Not without the flesh, but in the flesh ; and which is a 
renewal of the image of God, and is man's unioiv with 
God, or man and God united ; the enmity being destroyed 
by the cross, and the victory obtained over sin, the sting 
of death, by the saints' faith : the wisdom of God and the 
power of G<)d prevailing over the wisdom and power of 
darkness in the natural man. 

Furthermore, as the worship of God is in his own 
power, and he must seek his own glory in his worship by 
man, how exceedingly imperative it is above every other 
consideration, that men humble themselves, and become 
obedient unto death : in the same everlasting way, the same 
everlasting truth and life, or in the same mind that was in 
Christ in his humiliation, to take away his judgment by 
the daily cross; that God may declare his own generation 
from the dead. Not suffering his (own) seed to see oor- 
-ruption ; who can only be sluin by the guilty and for the 
guilty; so by the grace of God has tasted death for every 
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man, in that all men haire sinned ^aiost the Hfe of Truth, 
to slay the power of good that i» always good food and 
good fruit: that bears testimoay against the liar, and 
everything that is Satan's seat, and him that worketh in 
the mystery of iniquity n'ow, and sheweth himself as God. 
Tet is the robber that cometh with ail the deceivablenesa 
of Satan, and comes not but to steaj and to destroy good by 
perverting the truth, and sitting in God's seat as God : and 
is that wicked one that standeth in the way to hinder or 
let, and will let until he be taken oat of the way in the 
Lord's time; who shall make him manifest when he 
appears that shows his hidden form to be the lying won- 
deri aod shall destroy him by the brightness of his coming. 

Now the virtue of the body of Christ, which is the 
Church, is by the marriage of the Lamb; she having made 
herself ready ; and they are no more twain, but one spirit. 
They having but one virtue, she brings forth all the healing 
fruit o£ the body, by the Lamb, for a testimony that he 
walks in the midst of the twelve golden candle-sticks ; 
which are the twelve chosen testimony bearers, and wit-' 
nesses of his life, su&rings, death, and resurrection ; they 
sitting upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel ; and holding forth their lights unto the world by 
their twelve lighted testimonies, fur witness ; which they 
do bear to the glory of God in the true vine, and in their 
good tree of life, whose form and appearance is for the 
healing of the nations. The Bride says eomo by the spirit ; 
and her testimony is her worship; and her comforter thati 
leads her, is her husband and her Lord also. 

Righteousness that is of the Lord, gathers the people to^ 
gether by their doing imperative duty ; and their eternal 
eomforter leads to the form of God's inheritance, who al* 
ways inherits his people ; and is their substance, for a 
weapon that has dominion over the world, and that is in- 
vincible against every weapon formed against them : for 
such forms must fall, because they are formed against the 
Lord of heaven and earth's immediate kingdom, throne, 
and dominion in the earth ; whose kingdom is an everlast- 
ing kingdom, and whose dominion is from generation to 
generation, as he declares his own kindred house ; who aro 
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the faithful witnesses with their own prince of peace, who 
. shall stand upon the earth in the last days : which are 
called the last days, because there can be nothing beyond 
the days of the reign of the Son of Man, or the great 
prince of peace : of the increase of whose goTemment and 
peace there shall be no end. 

Then for the encouragement of the greatest blessing in 
the earth, and that men may be saved by the name of the 
Lord, and be led in his hand, the all- sustaining rock, to 
heeome a blessing ; let me say, and beseech you that read 
this my exercise of spirit, consider the prophet Daniel's 
exhortation : *^ They that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
sess of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars, forever and ever/' And as the 
Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling 
places of Jacob) stand ye not in the way of sinners repent- 
ing, by enticing them to sin presumptuously against the 
doctrine and testimonies of the saints that were a chosen 
generation; and who worshipped in imperative duty, and 
were preserved in Christ Jesus to contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to them ; and who exhorted such 
as were preserved in the Truth, to mind their high calling 
of God : (which duty is their immediate and imperative 
obligation to God and man^ And do not walk and run in 
the error of Baalam^ and in Cain's way, where sin entereth at 
their door because they do not well, aud have no duty from 
God, and no reward &om him, to leadthem into such tes- 
timony : neither does he order their ways, nor direct the 
steps to himself, of those who lean to their own understand- 
ing. Neither do such trust in God to be kept in the Truth 
for a mighty shield : but they make covenant with men to 
make themselves a name, and do so build themselves pre- 
sumptuously together in testimony and form, saying, '^Lest 
we be scattered abroad in the eiarth," and from their own 
works; and dwelling in their imaginations of what they 
say they will do in their own knowledge and ability ; pro- 
fessing that they all know godliness, and that they all un- 
derstand it, from the least unto the greatest of them. 

Such workers of iniquity in mystery, must be taken out 
^ the way ; they hinder, and will let, as Paul says, until 



that Iviog, or wicked one is taken out of the way, who 
must be consumed by the brightness of His coming that 
will make him manifest to be a transformed Satan ; de- 
ceivingly showing himself to be Qod, to those that now 
work in the mystery of iniquity. Men fell from the mys- 
tery of God, and from union with God : which is men's 
unity, as they walk with and in God by their own faith, 
the bread of the just. They fell into unbelief, which is the 
mystery of iniquity that worketh in the corruption of death : 
and is the power of darkness that does work together in 
men to bury the dead, in their mystery that appears de- 
ceivingly not to be a grave of hypocrisy and all manner of 
undeanncss, to those that are in such strong delusions to 
believe a lie. Such are unreas^onable men that believe a 
lie, and serve one another; and are taking pleasure in such 
workers of iniquity when they do speak evil of dignities, 
things that they know not ; and do glory in their shame : 
and, professing themselves to be wise, they become fools, 
not knowing what the likeness of God (which is godliness) 
is ; and that it is great gain to men who hold that great 
mystery, and do really love to retain God's knowledge and 
hold it. Which wisdom from above the serpent never had ; 
nor any of his deceiving, and going on being deceived 
generation : and who now goeth on working in his mystery 
of the leavening doctrine of the Sadducees, and of the 
Pharisees, to destroy the house of God, which ^ is God's 
mystery in his saints, called the secret place of the most 
high ; where men do abide under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty to receive the Truth for a shield, and to abide un- 
der his gathering and protecting wing. 

The knowledge of God is eternal life; and is the form of 
God, called the gospel of Christ ; that is the life of immor- 
tality brought to light : and that by which the light or ap- 
pearance of God shines out of darkness, when that key of 
knowledge appears to unlock the chains of darkness, of 
death, and of hell ; which men do and must fall into, and 
make an agreement with, when they are slaves to sin, and 
serve the corruptions thereof, because they love darkness 
rather than light. So they serve darkness, by doing noth- 
ing but falsehood in the imagination of the beast; and the 
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Lord then shuts them up, hecause they refuse his know- 
ledge, and do not like to retain God in their knowledge. 
He is the fountain of his own works of good, which he 
must seek himself, to be the righteousness of himself : the 
power bj which he sustains his followers in comfort, which 
18 his own free gift. 

Then unthankfulness enters men's minds and blinds 
them, and thej become reprobate in mind concerning the 
faith : and as Moses sajs, <^ Their Rock had sold them, and 
the Lord, (who is our Rock of salvation,) had shut them 
up." Therefore they have a mark that is not of the Lord's 
children, but is the mark of the beast in the flesh in a 
natural and beastly mind, called their spot; and they be- 
come exalted by the power of the prince of the air, that 
now rules in their disobedience; such having forgotten 
Ood that formed them, and lightly esteemed tne rock of 
their salvation. Such men are they that have corrupted 
themselves : and they, though they have once been the 
friends of God's everlasting covenant, must become the 
tail ', which only is the mark of the beast, and which is 
the grip of his strength in his hateful form, that is a 
crooked and perverse generation, called the liar, the mur- 
derer, and the thief; that cometh not, but to kill and to 
destroy, by every principle and power that is bottomless : 
and which corruption the law was given to destroy, which 
was commanded by Mosesf who ruled in Jeshuren, and who 
received and gave the fiery law, that his God's saints may 
all sit at his feet to hear his words ; and that the dead may 
be raised by destroying the destroyers of good, the moun- 
tain of Esau ; and every creature confederate in making 
agreements with corruption, and not with and in the 
Truth, the incorruptible and invisible seed, that comes in 
the last times, and will shake everything that can be 
shaken : for no man, nor thing, can get beyond the first, 
and the last, that is called the shaker once more only ; and 
that once more means the day-spring from on high, that 
shakes everything out of man's vile and profane person by 
its power, that takes hold of man's person. Tea, all that 
has an end, has a beginning ; and when he comes that 
.flball make manifest that wicked onc; and who must destroy 
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of man's person ; for the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to all overcomers of death : for such are pillars in the true 
church, because they are led by the Truth, and have a seat 
with their captain in his judgment over the world, when 
he comes in his saints to convince the world ; judging the 
world's foundation in the power of God's generation, and in 
his house of faith, that must begin in Moses. Because 
death reigns until the law oomes, that is a fiery one, by 
God's power to raise the dead, by taking hold of the prin- 
cipalities and powers of darkness that are exalted above all 
that is called God ; and dishonors God's naipae that is in 
secret, and who seeth in secret, and is mystery and Al- 
mighty understanding, called the key of knowledge : be- 
cause everything that is opened to man above the beast, 
who is in the nature of dust, is God manifest in the flesh, 
or is the^reat mystery of godliness. 

Real knowledge needs no key ; godliness needs no 
shaking, nor burning against, nor calling from ; for they 
that speak it and walk uprightly, do dwell in everlasting 
burning against all that hurts and destroys the glory of 
God. Men cannot possibly fall from any good work, from 
any truth, from any bread of faith, or real love of good 
food, but by falling from the knowledge of the great mys- 
tery of godliness. Because when there is no beast there is no 
great day of God's battle, by men abiding in his testimony 
that overcomes the world, and who gives them a seat with 
himself over every sin he leads them to conquer ; and to 
make them more than coqquerors, because he protects 
them as a shepherd does his flock he folds ; and also leads 
them without their calculations, who have no provisions of 
their own, like the children of this world have, that are 
wiser in their generation than the children of light, that 
cannot feed themselves with spiritual bread; and must 
hallow the name that holds his treasures himself, and 
which must be acknowledged to be in his kingdom, in his 
power, and in his glory that he will not give to another. 
For faith is justly the gift of God only, and is not the gift 
of men ; neither do men hold faith that is the gift of God's 
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wisdom, and is the power of the world to come, oat of 
God's just spirit. It is for his faithful kindred to live 
upon as he gives it them ; aud his power mixes faith, that 
comes to the mutual receivers of grace, who must ac- 
knowledge that they are learning while the one master is 
teaching ; and they are all learning their imperative du- 
ties severally in the ability of grace, that Ood measures out 
to his heritage to keep them from fainting, and to strength- 
en their brethren in, convertingly ; and also by their par- 
taking at the altar of the things which they offer, that are 
spiritual sacrifices, that they are led into by the savor of 
the Truth. Whose testimony comes to destroy every hidden 
thing of dishonesty^ and everything that is in the ^ile of 
handling the word of God deceitfully, and not letting the 
word of the Lord have free course. 

Finally, brethren, one and all, fast from evil, and pray 
with us to be delivered from unreasonable men, " for all 
men have not faith,'' says Paul boldly. Then such are the 
unreasonable workers, that have fallen from faith and in- 
nocency into guilt, and into the mystery of iniquity ; that 
is the serpent's seed, and is at enmity with true faith. It 
holds the mystery over the devil, and over all his deeds 
that are done out of the house of God : which hou«e is 
Truth, the pillar of testimony, and ground of love to man's 
soul, who must be grounded in union of loves; or in the 
plurality of love in harmony 3 for God is love, and they 
that dwell in God, dwell in love ; and do hold the mystery 
of love, over the workers in the mystery of darkness 
in all the principalities thereof: that the saintif have to 
wrestle with, to bless the earth by the court that the Lord 
plants in his house; to flourish by God himself judging 
in truth and righteousness ,that makes sin appear exceed- 
ing sinful; and every offence to be of sin, and by the devil, 
the beastly unclean spirit in desire. Men only can fall 
really from holding good, and from eating the good food of 
the spirit of wisdom, and from the mystery of God's wis- 
dom over the beast, into the beastly, envious, crooked and 
perverse generation, called the dragon's form ; received by 
men for a mark of distinction and separation. 

Abraham Lawton. 

I2th mo.^ 1866. 



THE WORD FKIEND EXAMINED, AND PUT BEFORE MEN, 

That they may prove the ground of friendship, in truth that is 
God's mutual pillar of society ; called the bond of perfectness, 
or charity that never faileth, and rejoices not in iniquity, but in 
the Truth ; who has the dominion over men's tongues and an- 
gel's hands, and to whose name men and angels must bow, and 
glorify the father of friendship through his wisdom, and the 
power of the same kindred and generation of good, that is God 
manifest in the (friendly or saved form of) flesh, and is justified 
in the spirit that saves the flesh, by the manifestation of a friend. 
To whom his father has given power over every form or mani- 
festation of enemy, or destroyer of the truth, that comes to 
kill and to steal and to climb up another way. 

The words deceiver, and the deceived, also brought to view ; 
for the purpose of convincing men that the knowledge of im- 
godliness is the first step God teaches sinners ; and, as a 
schoolmaster, instructs by (this grace or goodness) that which 
he holds the knowledge of, for the great gain of the learner : 
80 the .ungodly, that must learn of God, must acknowledge 
g^ace, to be grace ; and to be roceived of God's fulness, for 
the purpose of grace only, and in that meekness that is 
wrought in a thankful heart by the knowledge of grace, or 
mercy received ; because God's judgments are unsearchable 
and his ways past finding out, and belong to God only ; and, 
as they are God's, whose name is Gracious, we cannot re- 
ceive them truly out of his name (Gracious) ; that is the power 
of salvation, by grace that executes judgment upon all sinner's 
ungodly deeds, that are of the world and are the offences of 
the world, and which the mother of all real offences does 
bring forth : and which mother must be transformed or re- 
generated, and redeemed from degeneration, and man's judg- 
ment be titken away, only by the cross of the Saviour ; 
and by following, him that makes men blind that have evil 
sight; and who- (Truth) comes into the world to open those 
eyes which his judgment operates upon, in their desires or 
views, to cleanse them in the furnace of affliction ; where the 
Lord chooses his people and prepares them for his habitation. 

In the beginning the wisdom and power of God was 
made manifest by formation. That wisdom and power of 
God is called the word of life. That good word of life is 
the light of men through a single eye, that jfills men's 
bodies with the light of life, in all that follow the Truth. 
The word friend cannot be separated from the command 
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of God in truth, while the Truth, and the life thereof, is 
the standard of God's ensign. It is the banner of God's 
love, that is in God's secret house of prayer, to all nations 
and families of the earth, in Christ Jesus, the seed of the 
woman ; God's house and seed of gladness, that Abra- 
ham's consolation, and kindred in God was in : to make his 
name great in the possessor of heaven and earth, and to 
multiply him by giving him the increase himself; and for 
a reward present, and to be present in the same seed of 
faith that ik not by traditions of men, but by the substance 
that is the gift of God. Of which the just do live, in 
truth, and separate from sin, by the same seed and house 
of prayer to the living God, for their daily bread of his 
will, who is the shield of truth that leads into all truth, to 
overturn and confound every lying spirit that is an enemy 
to God, and to all God's friends : who, abiding in God's 
commands, he commands their blessings, and leads them, 
and is their present shield, and exceeding great reward. 
Verily, verily, there is (present) a reward for the righte- 
ous, and there is a God that judgeth in the earth, that will 
do right, and will withhold no good thing from those that 
love him ; as Jesus said, ** If any man love me, he will 
keep my commandments,^' and such he declares to be his 
friends. Such are the seed of the Church, or the son of 
man, that has power over the serpent's wisdom ; and who 
is the first born from the dead in God's witnesses of being 
his children, and of the birth of the spirit, or the resurrec- 
tion unto life in God, the power of an endless life of truth. 
And who is the everlasting comforter, and the power that 
opens men's graves, that they who are dead in trespasses 
and sins, may be raised into newness of life, and have the 
dominion over the enemy that slew the innocent creature, 
and was a murderer from his beginning, in the liar's gen- 
eration, and is by the seed of the liar, or evil doer ; that 
abides not in the Truth, but is an enemy to all truth ; in 
the deceivableness of all unrighteousness ; and doth reign 
in those who go on deceiving, and being deceived, until 
he is made manifest by the Truth, that must convince tha 
world who that wicked one is, by judging his deeds that 
are ungodly, and making him manifest by truth. 



It is the woman that was deceived^ as Paul says. She 
being in the transgression, that (brought or) sin entered 
into the world bj, and death, (to the righteousness of the 
Friend by the command,) by sin. If death came by the 
woman, life also came through the woman ; and the friend 
came by the command being kept by the woman that was 
and is the friend of the bridegroom ; who is the son of man, 
or the seed of the woman : and is raised up by the chasten- 
ing of Grace, (called John, the Elias,) that goes before 
the Lord's face to prepare his way for the messenger 
of the covenant to come suddenly unto his temple. 
Which grace must give the knowledge of that king 
at hand; or come ; or that being restored, which was be- 
fore the world began in men, or the ministration pf the 
law appeared to Moses in the bush for the resurrection of 
man. Which is the good will of him that dwelt therein, 
made manifest by the dispensation, of the law, or the min- 
istration of condemnation by grace being received. Surely 
be that was before the law, or schoolmaster, or before con- 
demnation in man for not keeping the law, was and is 
every man's person of innocence, or the Lamb, before they 
went astray, and chose their own way. That innocent 
state is God's kingdom of heaven, that must not be for- 
bidden to come into the arms of the Saviour, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven. Such are of the Lamb of God 
state, that the Elias spake of, when he said, *' He 
that cometh after me is prefered before me, for be was be- 
fore mo." The Elias was and is the dispensation of one 
crying, or a weeping voice; or is the blessed mourner in a 
godlysorrow dispensation, to soften the heart of man by 
bringing forth tears ; and where men go forth sowing in 
tears (the worthy fruit of repentance,) they return bearing 
precious seed, and sheaves of peace with them. 

" Verily, verily except a man be born of water, and of 
the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." 
(Water is the birth which comes of man's evil eye desires 
being judged down.) The voice of one crying, or weep- 
ing, is God's messenger of penitence. Godly sorrow 
works oontriteness of heart, which draws down the com- 
passion of him who bottleth up our tears ; as it is written, 
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<^ To this man will I fook^ even to him that is poor and of 
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word/' 

To return to the woman, the church, or the bride : we 
must conclude truly, tbat the woman being deceived and 
blinded by an evil eye, she must be undeceived or made 
blind by the Truth ; or in other words, convinced of the 
Truth, to repent by returning to the Truth, to be made 
free by the Truth. It is only those who are deceived, that 
need convincing. The woman is the world, and also is the 
field. The gospel is the son of just men, and is the com- 
forter that they bring forth : and such men sow the good 
seed, called the son of man, to judge the world, by execu- 
ting the eame authority upon ungodly deeds, to convince 
the world. 

The world or woman then, that has been conformed to 
Satan, must be transformed by a renewed mind, that was in 
the innocence of a child's person, before the mind was 
blinded or the eye beguiled. Now how shall we separate 
oonvincement from deception of si^ht and from the beam 
of hypocrisy; which is an evil eye pight, when men see with 
their father the devil, and his lusts they will do; 
to prove that he is their father ? First, truth, that is un- 
changeable, cannot be changed ; godliness cannot be 
changed ; because it is God's work, and is everlasting. It 
is the world, or men's ungodliness of persons, that remains 
to be changed in mind, and convinced ; and must be 
changed by God's power. Which must transform the world 
and subdue the earthly seed of evil doing, and raise up 
God's own iocorruptble seed, or the Word of God, that liv- 
eth and abideth ever in the house. This is the Son of man 
who is in the bosom of the Father, to declare his name to 
as many as receive him ; or are his mother, sister, and 
brother, by receiving him to justify them that are his wise 
vrgins, who bring forth the children of wisdom. 

The foundation of the world came by the generation of 
evil, that is perverse, and is by the God of this world blind- 
ing men's]minds in unbelief. The kingdom of pride and the 
prince and power of the air,was,andisnowsetupin the chil- 
dren of disobedience, to rule them ; and is out of the 
Truth, ani in men's self-will'and presumption, to dishonor 



God in evil desire^ for that which they really obtain not. 
And men are cursed in the ground that brings such desires 
forth, and in the fruit of the evil tree of corruption. 

After the woman was beguiled and deceived, she saw, 
with the serpant, that an evil tree and evil fruit were de- 
sirable to make one wise. This is the beginping of the 
churches' professing themselves wise, when they become 
fools. Then the foundation of the world was and is laid by 
the God of this world, the power which darkens men's minds 
by judging God, and robbing him of his judgment; that be- 
longs to him only. 

Jesus said, <^ Judge not that ye be not judged.'' Be care- 
ful what ye measure, that ye receive that measure only 
which you see the comforter in, with a single eye, without 
any beam or cause of stumbling in walking, or in following 
him, and casting out motes by clearness of sight, in a 
brother's eye; or to that import. When men see purely, 
and singly in the Truth, and in the good will of God, as 
Jesus did, they keep in the knowledge of good by a choice 
of good, and refuse the evil eye service ; and keep in the 
dominion of this command, ^< Thou shall worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only sbalt thou serve." God set man 
over the works of his hand in the dominion of pure sight, and 
delighted in the names he called the creatures, and blessed 
them and called them very good. This wisdom and power 
of God and of the good tree of life, is man's authority in 
the testimony men bear in Christ, the healer of the nations. 
An evil tree, or a corrupt one, cannot bring forth good 
fruit. 

Again, a perfect law and pure heart in that which sees 
God, and is blessed in that sight, cannot be convinced or 
made to see; neither do the just need repentance, or the 
whole need a physician, or the righteous need calling. It 
is the friend of publicans and sinners that calls sinners 
unto repentance, and brings them unto his flock, saying, 
*' If any man thirst l^t him come unto me and drink," (or 
hinder him not.) " He that believeth in me, out of his 
(feelings or) bowels shall flow " the same living water, (or 
to the same import) for the refreshing of spirits, from the 
Lord's presence, in his time who commands the blessing to 
descend upon the Lord's inheritance. 
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When men will not retain God in their knowledge, they 
fall from holding God's knowledge, or mystery over the 
world, into the world that lies in wickedness; and into pro- 
fessing themselves wise, and to have their eyes opened, and 
that they see ; and thus, preclude convincement ; and refuse 
the commandment that all men everywhere shall repent 
now, by the Way appointed to judge the world in righteous* 
ness ; who is the one man whom God hath ordained. 

When men become proud and arrogant, they deny the 
mystery of God, and do not hold the mystery of the faith 
of godliness over the world as the saints do ; but are over- 
come by the world, and are in the woes of the world, and 
are under the mystery of iniquity. And have that name of 
the world written upon them, which was shown or seen 
written upon Babylon, (Rev. xvii. 5,) as mothers of 
the generation of harlots, and abominations of the earth, 
who deal in the souls of men ; and make slaves of 
them ; and, while they promise men liberty, they them- 
selves are servants of corruption, and do perish in their 
own corruptions, gainsaying the truth. Being sensual, 
they mind earthly things, and being self-willed they are 
presumptuous and are not afraid to speak evil of dignities, 
things which they know not : woe unto such that do go 
in such ways, and do speak great swelling words of vanity, 
and have men's persons in admiration because of advan- 
tage; they being in greedy desires that lade men with 
iniquity through the seed of evil doing. Because they 
do not well, sin lajs at their door ; and their offerings are 
the fruit of that ground cursed for the sinful man's sake, 
(or fallen Adam). Such must flee from sin, and not 
hearken unto man's own nature, but hearken unto the voice 
of God \ for bread, that perishes not with the using, but is 
spirit and life that leadeth into all truth, and is both the 
ground and pillar of overcomers of the world. And 
through the washing of regeneration, the form of God is 
renewed, after the knowledge of Hibi that created man, 
and who raises man in the dominion of the truth ; (man's 
weapon against the liar, or sword of the jvst man's mouth). 
This is the new creation of God in the Saviour of the world : 
and that transforms man by renewing in him the same 



mind that was in Christ Jesus, who was, and is God's form 
without robbery, in all that let the same mind be in them, 
by making themselves of no reputation. Who do humble 
themselves and become obedient unto the death of his 
cross, to be exalted with him, and honored by his father in 
his vine, and court, to execute judgment upon all the world, 
and to convince the world of all ^their ungodly deeds. 
That the woman, the field, or the world may be so offered 
up in person, a living sacrifice, to prove what is that ac- 
ceptable and good will of God, by being transformed into 
a holy person ; such manner of persons as men ought to 
be in all manner of holy conversation, for the renewing of 
men's minds, and saving them from evil communications, 
and that the kingdoms of this world may become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Ohrist. 

The friend in reality is only comprehended when man's 
eye is single in the word of life or command of God ; and 
is in the beginning of the creation of God by the com- 
mander of the day spring from on high, in every blessing 
of God's kindred seed, or friend of faith ; as it was and is 
the seed of promise : "Thou shalt be a blessing;" " and in 
thee, (and not out of thee, the friend of God), and in thy 
seed, shall all families of the earth be blessed." 

I feel constrained to bear this testimony to Friends of all 
nations, and against hypocrisy. Hypocrisy blinds men's 
minds that believe not ; who do not hold the mjstery of 
godly persons and friends over profane persons, the seed of 
evil doers. Which can only be held by those who have the 
birthright of faith, that is the gift of God, by generation 
of the just man's son of wisdom ; that calls God Father in 
righteousness, in peace, and in joy of the Holy Spirit. 
It is the testimony of Truth, that Innocence is the birth- 
right of the children of God : and no profane person is 
in the Lamb of God that takes away profanity. Children 
are an heritage uuto the Lord, and must not be forbid to 
have a place in the Saviour's arms of blessings, for of such 
the kingdom of peace is reckoned in truth. 

Men with beams in their eyes do blind th^ innocent, 
like their Father the liar and hypocrite from his beginning; 
that pretended to make men see wisely, and lied to blind man. 
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. as all liars do ; to deceive and blind men's minds, and also 
to kill and destroy the innocent. ** I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might haye it more abun- 
dantly/' said the holder of mystery ; and the instructor 
.therein, when men become scribes of his kingdom of heaven 
within them ; and which is brought forth by and in them for 
a treasure, and is the fruit of the spirit from the hearts of good 
men ; in things new and old, or the unchangeable riches oi 
faith ; that only saves man's flesh that he, the everlast- 
ing substsnce, is born within, (or unto), as Jesus said, 
" Thy (own) faith hath made thee whole/' 

Herein is the mystery of birthright membership with 
Friends opened. AH like sheep have gone oMtray ; (be- 
cause) every orie has chosen his own way, which is not the 
way of the Lord's choosing. Gone astray, singly, is the 
meaning of everi/ one's choice, in that which the Lord must 
choose a fast for them from, if they return and enter into 
the fold, by returning to the Lamb of God's life, or to the 
door of innocence they went out of the house at, by reject- 
ing his restraint ; and so went out of the way, astray, by 
prodigal desires to rale themselves in a perverse way, that 
is not the way of life, but is the way of death by ones own 
choice; the fruit of the evil doers seed; not doing well. 
(Life and good, death and evil, being set before men that 
they may choose good by God's grace.) 

To do well is to be made a ruler in God's house of ser- 
vice, by doing well ; and by refusing Cain's way of walk- 
ing, and chosing to do well in the Shepherd's way ; or in 
the brother's keeper's way ; to rule in every thing the 
Shepherd of Israel leads men into; and which they must 
know, to follow right; and must come after, to be in the 
light of life, and serve him who is the door that their Father 
honoreth them in ; as Jesus said, ^' If any man serve me, 
him will my Father honor :" for "Where I am, there shall 
also my servant be ;" and who is the door that shuts men 
up in his secret place of truth, and shuts men in, whom the 
shield is put on out of all evil ; and the house from above 
is really their clothing of righteousness, which he wears 
with them, without whom th^y can do nothing to hide 
shame;, because no man can lay another foundation by 
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making haste ; but must be drawn unto the Son, or to the 
door, by the power of the Father, and be the mother of the 
Lamb that was slain when the foundation of the world was 
laid in men's minds by the Ood of this world, that blinds 
men's minds in unbelief. 

Such is the woman that, being deceived, is, and was, in 
the transgression ; and that really must be transformed, to 
be converted, and to be made a new creature^ and have old 
things done away, and to be healed by the new creation of 
God; as Jesus said of his healing virtue by conversion, that 
ye may see with your eyes, and hear with your ears, and 
understand with your hearts, or to this import : by the 
gospel image that brings the life of immortality to light 
through the gospel, or voice of the Son of God. And men 
must live of the same gospel word of spirit, to teach it re- 
generatingly, and be friends of the bridegroom ; and so 
be in the bride-chamber, and be children of the bride- 
ohamber by hearing their own Son's voice, that fulfills their 
joy in the Son of man, who is their first born from the 
dead, — through the washing of regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, that is now given unto us, 
through the faith of the operation of God. All men must 
come to the same birthright again, and have the spirit of 
the Lamb renewed by the same kingdom, the same power, 
and the same glory they have lost, and fallen short of, by 
straying from their fold. 

To those that are preserved in Christ Jesus, and called 
in him by his high calling, and who do follow their salt, 
(which seasons their sacrifices with fire;) and peace 
one with another, in him who is able to keep them from fall- 
ing, and will not forsake them and leave them comfortless ; 
let me say, that it feels to me to be of the greatest degree 
of necessity and importance, to such who are called and pre- 
served in Christ Jesus, to contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints, knowing in whom we do be- 
lieve ; and that the calling of sinners to repentance with 
our dear preserver in his work of righteousness, is the most 
blessed vocation we can follow. Because we feel assured, 
that thereby the joys of God and the godly in earth and in 
heaven, are increased manifold to the glory of God, and to 
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the honor of his servants, as Jesus said of those willing to 
oonie after him. Then as the Lord loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob, open wide the 
gates of righteousness, that the righteous nation may enter 
in ; whom the Lord redeems by his judgment, and converts 
them through his righteousness. Jesus comes with his 
comforted and preserved ones to reprove the world's judg- 
ment in the prince thereof, who hath nothing in the truth 
when he oometh. 

When the Lord comes, as Jude says, with his saints to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince the world, (the 
world or woman must be transformed), it is that the de- 
ceived woman may be convinced that ungodly deeds are de- 
ceivers, and are lying vanities, which men follow when they 
forsake the mercies they have received. Every lying hypo- 
critical practice, that utters deceit and falsehood, has an evil 
eyesight, and a worldly-wise desire of dishonesty to blind 
men. So the woman is deceived, and has the mystery of 
iniquity written upon her for a mother of harlots ; but they 
that hold the mystery of godliness, hold the dominion over 
the world, and call men out of Babylon : saying to those 
that have the mystery of iniquity upon them, ^^ Come out 
of her, my people, that ye be nob partakers of her sins^ and 
that ye receive not of her plagues." 

Written by Arraham Lawton, of Athens, Green 
County, New York, 8th month, 1865. 



Jthe 9ong of a great and marvettauM vsorkjw fit cattie o/* 
Jiutioe and Truth in the earth; which eAe $at7tt9 of 
God do 8ing in the spirit and in the underitanding also f 
having the vtctory over the heast^ his image, his mark, 
and the number of his nante, which is the rmmber of a 
man that is of the earth and earthy^ \. 

The following letter to the Brother to whom this wri- 
ting was committed^ is thought worthy of being placed 
here as a Preface. 

Athens, 6th mo. 12th, 1865. 

Mr BSAB Brother : Once more I take my pen to ask 
tbee to keep the faith and patience of the saints, that is 
only leatned (here, or) in wisdom that is made nsanifesi 
hy keeping the word of patience ia the Truth ; whose 
virtuous body flows with issue through the streams of com* 
fott that make glad the city of God. Her builder and 
makor is himself^ by the grace that he shows to his kin- 
dred, ind in which he buUds them up together; to gitre 
fheul aa InheritaEkce amoBg them that are sanctified, where 
no mneleau thing oan enter, neither wh«tsoe?er w^ketk 
abomination, or juaketh a ii^ 

My mind has been led flhrtiier into deep eKereiee and 
travail for the form of son^PMi m il> ; that it may be held 
fasti itL those that are salted with fire and have peaoe one 
with another ; and who also have their feet shod with the 

{reparation of the same eyerlasting assurance of being 8« 
nit together that the garment is whole, and in God'a 
goodness, and the full assurance of his gift of understand^ 
ing : acknowledging the mystery of the faith which is 
only held by G^d, the Father, to be taught to and by all 
his subjects who are faithful unto death : and by these to 
be held fast in that Which they have already received* 
God teaches all bis subjects, and upholds his lent mea» 
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seDgera id every service, in the wisdom that is without 
partiality and without hjpocrisy; or pretences that are from 
beneath and in vain show of wisdom, which is in this 
world's offences, and woes because of offences. Yet blessed 
is he that will not be offended in the virtue of the saving 
body, or the streams from trae believer's bowels, or in the 
great day of the feast. He said, '' If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink :" that the same living water 
may flow from within him which is the feast and great day 
of the Lord ; that men may he lei to come and taste, and 
see that the Lord is good. 

In love to thee and thine, 

I am thy exercised Brother, 

Abraham LAWtoN." 



Of light comes sight, of sight comes sense, and of sense 
eomes sorrow. Godly sorrow is the messenger that work- 
eth repentance, to turn the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the Just, (for a blessing,) '< lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse.'' 

The friend of the covenant is the friend of the Bride- 
groom. Which covenant is first made with God, the judge 
of all things, and whose ways are all judgment in any 
man, and are all unsearchable ; so belong unto the Lord 
until he gives power to tread in his way, that is the court 
of the Just, who live by faith, as it is revealed to be the 
righteousness of Gt)d. Which is revealed from one step to 
another in the saint's song of Yietory. 

Justice and Truth are the beams of the Lord's house. 
And, in his wisdom, he begins the work of his kindred 
house by laying the beams of his chambers in the depths 
of sorrow, or in affliction's rod by his judgments in the 
earth. Then the inhabitants of the world learn righteous- 
ness (reverence him and stand in awe against sin,) for re- 
demption by the judge of all the earth ; who takes away 
man's judgment by humbling self and making self of no 
repute before God. Though self is highly esteemed 
among men that teaph traditions for doctrineS| yet Qod, 
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tlie judge of the dead and living, will not declare h's gene- 
ration among those whose lives are not cut off from tbe 
earth and that which is earthy, and whose minds are not 
renewed by translation into the kingdom of the dear Son 
of God; or from the principles and powers of darkness, 
into a marvellous light ; and from the power of Satan unto 
God, the deliverer from the beast, and his natural wisdom.; 
that only knows naturally and through carnal mindedness, 
which is earthly and sensual ; and whose wisdom is from 
beneath, and hates the truth without just cause. 

That which is born of the flesh, is flesh. That which 
is born of the spirit, is spirit. He that is born of the 
spirit and will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer per- 
secution. But when he, the Spirit of Truth is come, he 
will or shall lead you into all truth ; but mark well that 
he comes to reprove the persecutor truly and righteously. 
And all his followers must know him by his comforting 
presence, which is a refreshing from the present descend- 
ing of the holy One, Name, and Power of the highest : 
called the unction that is truth and is no He, but is the 
V destroyer of all lying vanities, when men follow sure mer- 
cies and forsake them not. 

Verily, verily, the everlasting comforter hath put all 
authority in the present reward of the righteous, and has 
eternally or forever ordained that there is a present re- 
ward for the righteous. Which is for a present and eternal 
witness that there is a consoUng God, who now judges ia 
the earth, and whose ways are all judgment ; in which he 
leads his sons for the service that he leads them into, and 
also to uphold them in their service of worship. He 
seeketh his own worshippers, and leadeth them to ascribe 
unto him the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

He is a Jew that is one inwardly, and is born of the 
spirit, and not of the letter. Surely, then, such are they 
whom the Father seeketh and draweth unto the Son : and^ 
being yoked to the Saviour or the consolation cf Israel, 
are God*s house by his covenant of peace, and are peace- 
makers; and can say, <*We know what we worship, for ^jA- 
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▼•tkm 18 of («8) the Jews/' NoW| Jems Christ ia 
King of the Jews, and comes io save ihe world by hie 
Father's power manifested in the geiifration of the just 'y 
and he is the bread of life to the just of all generations. 
And also he is the power of the resurrection of condemna- 
tion to all the unjust ; as a swift witness against the seed 
of eril doers, that bind heayy burdens upon men's 
shoulders, and whose forms are the ways of the nations 
that are laden with iniquity, and are in darkness beyond 
the Ass and the Ox. They commit two great eyiis by 
forsaking God, who is the fountain oi living wafer, and 
hewing out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold 
Bo water ; so, are a rebellious people that he has myor- 
ished and brought up in his house. But they have 
rebelled against knowledge, and against their feeder; se 
have lightly esteemed the rock of their salvation, and for« 
gotten Ood that formed them. Thou stiff necked, how 
long will thou refuse instruction, and harden thine heart, 
and refuse to hear and learn wisdom by departing from 
evil and cleaving to the way of understanding ? Why dost 
thou make thyself strong against God, and heap up wrath , 
against the day of wrath, and the revelation of the right- 
eous judgments of God ? Why liast thou hated instruc- 
tion, and will have none of wisdom's reproofs ? 

Wisdom's children are all born of wisdom, and do all 
learn wisdom of their wise Father. Wisdom then hatli 
httilded her house by preparing her maidens, that are wise 
Tirgins ; she hath hewn out her seven pillars : those pillars 
are only supports to the overcomersin the Lord's house by 
reform and birth in wisdom. He lays the beams of his 
chambers in the deeps of affliction, that call unto deep at 
the sound of the water-spouts of life, by hiip that sitteth- 
on the throne and holds the book that is sealed in his right 
hand; and who judges righteously for his own kindred ; 
and whom no man can comprehend without the generation 
of Judah, which is the house of the Lord's praise, that ia 
stronger than the lion, and sweeter than honey. 

When the lion is bound and his jaws rent, that are de- 
atrueti^e t^iUl he is a terror unto, then the Lamb* of Inno? 
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cence dotK reign in tTie Lord's sancttiarj, the house of Ju- 
dab. Israel is the Lord's dominion by his God's power ; 
who wrestled in Jaoob and hath prevailed. This name is 
sealed unto man by God, the Father of Truth and comfort, 
in faith, that hath the dominion in the openings of the light 
of seven days» as men receive the mystery of godliness in 
the subdued lion of the tribe of Judah, that follows the 
Lamb to be fed in this throne, and to be a witness unto 
man for to come and see the destroyer destroyed. 

O then ! profess no longer to be wise (and offend God, the 
teacher of wisdom by his begotten house of wisdom), and 
tEiis become fools. Say not that you know any thing you 
pray to learn, for that is pride and arrogancy that should 
not come out of your mouths. Humble yourselves, and let 
self and all that persecuting birth and generation become 
of no repute, and be obedient unto death, that the Lamb 
may reign. Innocence is stronger than guilt, and hath 
the dominion with G6d and with the godly. Sinners stand in 
their own counsels of the ungodly to entice sinners to sin. 
Nothing needs repenting of but sin ; and all sin is of the 
devil, whose works must all be repented of and also for- 
saken ; that men may return to innocence that was before 
guilt, or before the mind's eye was beguiled by the God 
of this world, and blinded in unbelief. Learn to do well : 
say not thou knows that which thou prays God, by his 
godly messengers, to teach thee; whose feet are prepared 
to publidh glad tidings of peace, to publish salvation, and 
to say unto Zion, behold thy God reigneth. 

Saul kicked against the immovable rock, and pierced his 
own soul ; and being in the power of darkness, he knew 
not the voice of the rock of God, and had to be made 
acquainted with him by rejecting his own way and bis own 
counsel : which was of the ungodly, when he stood in the 
way of sinners who enticed him to sin, and who gave him 
letters from the commandments of men, and the authority 
of the high or chief priest. When Paul became a servant 
of Jesus Christ, He, at last of all, appeared to him also, as 
unto one born out of due time, and for a witness, by an 
heavenly vision ; by which he was taught marvellously that 

9* . . 
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ha reoeiyed not itidi knowledge from man. neither was he 
taught it, but by the reyelation of Jeans Christ. 

Paul held the mystery of the faith as he learned faith, 
and was snbdued by tht rock so hard to kick against, and 
so piercing to Saul, the kiokcr, and the pretender to author- 
ity that never leads men to acknowledge the truth. Because 
it is in the woe of those blind guides that lead the blind, 
and do both fall into the ditoh together : because woe only 
leads into woe until the offence is overcome, and the strong 
man of the hof(se is bound and! cast out by the just 
Judgment of 6od unto reform. Then the refreshing irom 
the presence of the Lord does come to his subjects that a^ 
subdued, and their earthen vessels replenished with his 
wisdom and his power that descends from him ; the fountain' 
that iiiplenishes every stream with thankfulness to Him, 
the giver of everj good and perfect gifl. Which must 
Qome from above to be good, and for man to inherit the 
blessing and be a blessing in all the families of the earth,, 
by the good seed that the Son of man comes to sow. And 
his Father always comes with him ; if any man love hioa, 
both He and his Father will come and make their abode 
with him, and will not leave him comfortless ; nay, in no 
wise. 

Then kick uot against Paul's rock, which he held the 
mystery of in Christ his rock. He declared he was dead 
through the Law, to the Law ; and that the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus had set him free from the law 
of sin and death ; and being thus dead, his life was hid 
with Christ in God. Paul held the hidden mystery of faith 
in Gcd the Father, and in his only begotten, to be testified 
of in dve time, by the holy spirit promised by Him that 
is the first born among many brethren, to the faithful 
witnesses of his resurrection from the dead, and who are 
the first fruits of them that slept. Such then are brethren 
by doing his will, and being transformed by the renewing 
of their minds together in the goodness and pleasure that 
descends on brethren who dweH in their head and in their 
one Master, to learn and to see the spirit descending on 
GKyd's holy hill ; and on the^holy nation of priests that are 



royal, tp offer spiritual sacrifices by the onir^iipniforter that 
oomtuands the blessing, eveo life forever mme. 

Some friends after this world's friendship, kick hard 
against Paul's godly rook, that redeemed him from the com- 
mandments and traditions of men, and crowned him with 
yictoi7 of faith as a fighter. Not as one beating the air, but 
as those that kept God's covenant and their own bodies in 
subjection. And thereby he inherited the promises of the 
covenant of peace, and had no controversy in the great 
mystery which God holds, and also the godly truly hold, to 
teach or to instruct in the Lord's name, that descends from 
him in doctrine, dropping as the rain, and distilling as the 
dew, to publish his name, or to make his name public, and 
ascribe greatness to our Go^ ; who is a God of (present) 
Truth in ever^ service he leads his sons into. And these 
are justified m their birth and do their Father's Wfll, as 
they follow him who makes his doctrine known in any man 
that does his will. 

Woe to them that deny the mystery of godliness ; for 
they are false prophets that shut up heaven that it rain 
not in the day of their prophecy ; for there is neither dew, 
nor rain, nor covenant with God, in that persecuting doc- 
trine. Nay, such are strangers to the covenant of promisCi 
80 are not knit together in God's goodness, and have no 
assurance of understanding of God, or of Christ, his fulness, 
that is measured in gifts to the saints in lig|}t ; and that 
now comes in God's saints to contend for the Truth 
in their high calling of God : they being preserved in their 
Master and salted with bis word ; having salt within them, 
and peace one with another in God's covenant of peace ; 
and in their leader's confidence do possess their souls. 
There is no bond of peace or. of perfectness by being fitly 
joined together, in that arrogancy of pride. And further, 
there is no increase of God or to the godly (who must teach 
God*s name descending from his presence onlj) in that 
league or arm of flesh that men trust in wofully: God 
hates the doctrine, and gives no witness of truth by his 
overshadowing shield and presence, in which men may trust 
under the wings of the comforting truth for a shield at 
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hancl : because it is all pretences, and no doty ; and is nn 
witness that both the Father and his pnlj begotten have 
come and made their abode with those foolish virgins that 
fei^n to love him when their lamps are gone oat. 

The Lord pours his name upon his subjects, that his ser* 
vants and handmaidens maj know him in service that he 
leads them into to worship him, only as their Father seeks 
their service in the last day, and the first day of light by 
the commandment. For such are children of that day they 
are sons and daughters of; bein^ born of wisdom that 
begins in the fear of the Lord, ana in his service that he 
appoints his servants over, to hold his secrets ; as David 
saith, *^ th« secrets of the Lord are with them that fear 
him." Death and destruction may hear the fame of wis- 
dom with their ears ; but it comes not by the hearing of 
the carnal ear, nor by carnal sight. From whence then is 
wisdom, and where is the place of understanding, seeing it 
is hid from all living (carnal sense), and hid close from the 
fowls of the air ? Behold the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wisdom, and to depart from evil is understand- 
ing. Then cease to do evil, and learn to do well of God, 
and of the godly who are strengthened with might by hir 
presence within, and who leads none out of comfort in any 
wise ; and who teaches none out of the saint's consolation 
of Israel. His followers being thankful receivers, do 
sing his prs^e on the banks of deliverance from the Crod 
of this world's blindness and unbelief; they being over- 
comers of all the marks and numbers of the beast's form. 
They stand upon their trials or sea of glass, having the 
harp of God in their hands to declare that He is Lord, God, 
Almighty in justice and truth; being witnesses of 
the great and marvellous w'orks and way of the saints' 
King, who only is holy, and who leadeth men to overcome 
through death and following the Captain of their salvation. 



A Testimony from the Spirit of TnUh {for the warning of 
men,) that the evil spirit leads men to makepeace with the 
world, that he is the God of to blind their, minds, by de- 
stroying the warfare between the seed of the woman, (the 
Church,) and the perverted generation of vipers in m^^s 
prof ane persons which, being evil, cannot speak good things; 
nor savowr the things of God naturally, because they are 
not naturaUy discerned : therefore, as Paul wrote, 1 Cor. ii. 
14, they are foolishness unto the naiwraH man ; who must be 
convinced that he is a fool before he can be made wise unto 
salvation, and delivered from thai foolish spirit, by God, 
mean's deliverer from evu ; and acknowledge to the \ruth 
thai the foolishness of God is wiser tha/n man. 

Written by Abraham Lawton^ Athens, N. Y. 

<< The natural man receiv#h not the things of ^e spirit 
of God/' The trnth is now and forever unchangeable to 
tilt natural man's wisdom and kicks ; who receiyeth not the 
things of the spirit of God, neither can he know them, be« 
cante they are spiritually (not naturally,) discerned. That 
door of truth forever shuts the natural man's person, and 
bis blinded mind, without the secret place of the most high 
God ; who OTershadows man in bis secret place and dwelU 
ing,when he dwells with the truth for a shield. Here God 
himself rewards man with his presence, as he opened 
that reward to Abraham ; saying unto him, fear not, I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. "(Purely thia 
reward from the Judge of all the earth, exoeeds all earthly 
Bewards.) 

God is One, and his name One ; and declared himself by 
his own power to Moses, to be the Lord, merciful, and graci- 
ous, abundant in goodness and truth. By which truth he 
proves all his works to be done by himself, yet through 
means and agencies ; to convince and reform the wicked 
generation, or the woman, that, being deceived, is and was 
in the transgression. That which is not in the transgres- 
sion, needs neither a law added, nor redeeming from trans- 
gression which does not really exist. 
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Paul wrote (Rom. viii. 5 to 10,) '* They tliat are after 
the flesh, do mind the things of the flesh ; hot they that 
are after the spirit, the things of the spirit. For to be carn- 
ally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace. Because the carnal mind is at enmity against 
Ood ; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be. So, then, they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, 
if so be that the spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And 
if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin ;" 
(only because sin worketh death.; but goi/d works truly 
are wrought in and of God, and in the Truth and the Life,) 
'' but the spirit is life because of righteousness/' Now as 
the carnal mind is in the death, and is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed ctn be, the natural or carnal 
man or men, are entirely excluded, and shut outside tbs 
door of truth, and are not in the living way ; and forever 
and ever will remain to be with the spirit of Saul, the ^r- 
secutor, and with the spirit of Peter, the reprover or re- 
buker of the Truth, and the denyer of the Truth, when 
he feared men's persons and served them, and de- 
spised the Truth. So he became a perverted person, a vile 
' person, and was like Esau's person, a defiled person of pro- 
faneness, that scattered the flock when the shepherd was 
and is smitten. Such an one is a weakener of the breth- 
ren, and not an overcomer of the world, and a strengthener 
and feeder of the flock in person. 

The friendship of the world, being an offence to God and 
the godly, is the most hateful to the Father of Truth of 
any profession. Because it is a profession of being friend- 
ship that God has cleansed, and that no man must call 
common or unclean ; while such friends bold this doctrine, 
contending that it is presumptuous to say there is any mys- 
tery in (godliness oir) religion. 

Sinners cannot save sinners ; but they do stand in the 
way of sinners to entice sinners to sin ) and do shut up the 
way of Truth, or the kingdom of heaven against men, and 
will neither go in themselves, nor suffer those that are 
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enteriDg to go in ; preventing them by their leaven of 
hypocrisy aod iniquity that is within them, that is corrup- 
tioD ; and which men mast take heed and beware of in 
their doctrine and commands of men. The hypocritical 
Bpirit that is in the sinners in Zion, and which makes them 
afraid of the Truth, and ashamed to meet the Truth face 
to face, is the same spirit that was in Saul of Tarsus, who 
presumed to know more than Christ, the Truth, and those 
that followed Christ to serve Him : but alas I he had a 
benm in his evil eje, and pretended to be doing God ser- 
vice. Saul of Tarsus had received no power to become a 
Son of God until he was converted, and his sight was 
cleansed, and he had passed from death unto life : and 
then ho acknowledged Ananias as a Brother ; who called 
him Brother Saul, and was instrumental in opening hia 



Who, then, was it that held the mystery of godlinera, be* 
Ibffe Saul was convinced that he did not know ? (not oon- 
Ttooed that he did know.) It was not Paul. Nay ; Paul 
held no mjstery of God over the world, until God was 
pleased to reveal his Son in him : and then his spirit was 
made an aogel of God to preach to the spirits in prison, by 
or from conversion of sight, to hold the mystery of Godli*. 
ness : he then, being justified in spirit by the faith of 
Christ, who was seen of angels, and believed on in the 
world, was made to piCach him unto the Gentiles ; that he 
might make known unto them the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, whom they knew not ; neither could they, by search- 
log, find him out. 

Paul's person was not respected when he destroyed this 
.way of Truth that he knew not ; neither knew he Christ's 
brethren whom he was persecuting, nor their rock whom 
he kicked against, endeavouring to destroy their doctrine 
and their persons : even holding the clothes of those that 
slew Stephen while calling on the name of the Lord and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ. Neither was Peter's 
person respected when his flesh was not saved by the elec- 
tion of the seed of God remaining in him ; because when 
Satan came in the cursed ground of the thorn, he rebuked 
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and commanded the Troth, and was a Satan in the fallen 
Adam ; and that grovnd was caned for mai'f aake : (it is 
iM>t the ground and pillar of Truth hf OTerooming &lae*> 
hood, and holding the mystery of godliness over Satan and 
all his works of darkness in men:) because he hearkened 
unto the eommandments of Satan through the deceived 
woman, and her perverted generation of a blinded mind in 
unbelief; whioh state constitutes the fallen (once noble) 
Adam ; whose ground brought forth thorns and thistleS| 
Ihat he must either labor to keep down, or be cursed and 
destroyed with their thorns in the flesh, and be subject to 
that sorrow all the days of the fallen man's life, who must 
eat the herb of the field for food ; whioh is not the word 
that Cometh out of the month of Qod, and the commands 
tnent that men fell from, to set up their throne and own 
oommands and demands, as Peter did t pretending to teach 
the Saviour for his bread, which was the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees, in doctarine of traditions 
and in the generation of vipers, who, being evil in their 
bej^iled eyes, and blinded minds, could not speak* good 
ihings ; but they savoured the things of men by and im a 
profane person^ that is not holy in all manner of holy life 
and conversation, not bemg seasoned with grace. But to 
the contrary, evil communications coming from the evil 
treasure of men's hearts, defile the men they come out of^ 
and oorrupt men's manners. They who corrupt . them^ 
selves, and are not ashamed to speak %vil of dignities, while 
they speak great swelling words of vanity, despising the 
dominion of Truth, whose dignified cause they know not| 
perish in their own corruptions : sporting themselves 
in their own deceivings, while they know nothing but 
what they know naturally, like brute beasts. All natund 
men are altogether brutish in their knowledge^ and musl 
be converted and transformed to have the evil eye changed : 
and must be translated into the kingdom of the dear Son 
of Gtod by Him, the light that has power over darkness, to 
ehange man's person and renew the mind to know God 
and godliness, by the Lord's marvelous doing, making thm 
stone which the wise master builders rejected, to be tha 
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lic?ad of the corner ] and owning the Lord's knowledge, and 
bot rejecting it^ lis Peter did in his rebuke of the Truth 
(who ju'igea in all hia brethren that he judges for r) and 
when he denied the Truth lo serve those he feared. Bo 
did DOt hold the Lord^s eeereta that are within the door of 
Truth, but let the cursed ground's frnit spring up to eurae, 
and to awearj aud to lie^ bj the desire of Batan^that we^tk-^ 
ens and scatters the brethren when the Shepherd is imit* 
ten. He prajed that Peter's faith ehould not failj and 
added fiorrow to his griefs 

Who had the knowledge ? Not Peter Who had the 
hour and power of darkuesa 7 The perverter and weaken-^ 
er of the flook. Peter left the light of the living house, 
because he did not serve him bj following him, (our house 
from above,) to be honored by Truth's Father. He was 
dishonored by foUowtug the liar, in the hour of darknoaSi 
TKis is the hour of it now, when aoj evil deed is done, 
which is done out of God, the one good : and it is through 
the desire of man's covetous eje, or desire to rule and be- 
come wise, and to have the dominion in the wisdom of the 
fle»b- 

It is my present business to uncover deceit^ and to take 
the cloak off hypocrisy, which is in those who utter false- 
Wed, and do hide themselves uaderit^and make lies theit 
refuge. Further, I am in bonds with theTtuthj with whnm 
1 now snifer } and thus teach with fear, bearing ahout in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus Christ, Which dying 
or baptism always must be brvrne while hia servants are 
teaohing by following him, the nhepherd. . That is not) 
Cain's way j for Cain refused to do well to rule over Abel 
in Godj aud love his shepherd brother, with godly desires 
and prayers for bis brother's welfare; so he walked in bis 
own unholy person's way , and slew his brother; whoso 
f^odly person Crod had respect unto, and to his offering also; 
but unto Cain's person and hia offering the Lord had not 
respect. 

The Lord bad not respect to Baalam's way nor his per- 
son, that *ad a perverse person and a perverse way before 
the Lord* He had Balak for a master and leader of the qqy* 
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etona desire wbicli he rati greedily after ^ in the honors of 
taeo, and ia respect to their perfiooaj which thej both had 
in admiration for advantage^ and for mnkiug provision for 
the flesh ; which men follow bj a confederacy of E^tao^ 
whom God hutea in any person , hecuuse men's blinded minds 
and eril eyes look to the arm of fleah, that can never naake 
known God, or reveal his arm. And m Huch arc cureed 
with barren nef^s and the bypoerite's hope that Bhall fail; 
for they shall not eee when good cometb^ but shall inhcril 
the parched places in the wilderncBs, a salt land not in- 
habited j (so in the Truth, have only a natne of salt or 
gra£»). 

Now, there is a gulf between Abraham's chjldreiii 
who need no repenting^ they being all just persons in th« 
Lord's pure sight, and in the s^ht of every roan's con- 
science tbat has the same manifestation ; and being all 
planted in his house and in his courts to execute his judg- 
ment in their son of man, by doing bia Father's will glo- 
riously; — and those children that bate the lights and who 
do all their deeds cut of Godj (the light and the doer of all 
good deeds,} because they hate him that doeth the good 
work^ as Jesus said, My Father doeih the work ; and again , 
the power and the glory is thine; and ours by grace only, 
to those that in Truth say ** Our Father :*' I say, there is a 
gulf that cannot be passed over wiihout the same ever* 
lasting Trutb^ everlasting righteousness^ and the same true 
judgment received, bcieg executed upon all, by the sam^ 
mind : because he is the son of every just man that needv 
no repentance^ and every true man that cannot he changed^ 
and every humble man, that has received power to becomt 
a 3on of God> jThc dead to righteousness know nothing 
of rightpouaness ; and if the dead will not be judged by 
the voice of the Son of God iu the grave, on and in the 
earth, but will deny God's mystery, and say they all see 
and know God, they mu^t still have a cursed evil eye, and^ 
though they profess to he Friends, do bow down beloir 
the beam in the Priest's eye. 

Churches or Courts are without virtue, if they pr5v# 
nothing. It is only offences and treapassea t^at make 
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adTetaaries of any ^md, or that make judges over them 
needful. NoWf if a man is a breaker of the law, he is not 
& doer of the law; .but is » diahoaest judj^er of God aod 
the law^ which is set as God's minister for ihe paobhrneat 
of evil doers, and also for the praii^e of tliem that do well. 
Who, then^ judges for God ? the man that breakii the law? 
or the mau that executes the law in justice and truth 
against the evil doer, and proves him to be faiihlesa, or a 
beatbenishly unjust man ? I laj, if it is true, and not 
false, that there la no mjstery in godliness or religion, 
there is nothing whatever for any man to prove, or to con- 
yioce men that they do not know. How vain and futile it 
is for men to profesa that thej are the friends of 
Christ, and are called as his friends and brethren who 
keep his oommandSj to go teach all nations, baptizing 
them into his name ; and jet to declare to those men they 
presume that God has sent them to teachj that they hold 
no mystery ; because they affirm that all meo do know the 
same teacher So the priesta of the world, and every evil eye 
servant, are all acknowledged by them to be ia the same 
cleaQ&cd judgment^ that men must not call common or un- 
clean. Aod thus every beam of hypocrisy ia bowed down 
unto and made peace with ; and then the battle of the gate 
that IB atrait is perverted and gaiosayed in doctrine, by the 
friendship of the world, which keeps the serpent's head from 
being bruised; by trying to heal the deadly wound of the 
beast, that he may live to deceive the nations, and to keep 
men from striving to enter into Truth and Life. These 
Ciirual minds, being at enmity with God, they desire to 
make their own fiae linen and weave their own web ; but 
a bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall 
he not rjuenoh^ until he send forth judgment onto victory. 
God aod the godly iu Christ Jesus will not bo reconciled 
to these, and indeed cannot be, because it is the battle of 
faith against unbelief. Truth has a testimony against 
all men that are enemies to the law of God and Truth's 
cross. Th^y are found to bo false witnesses of God, and 
they fight no good fight. Because their filthy dream- 
ing doctrine bears witness from their own moutha 
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that they have made peace with the priests of the world 
and every beam in their eyes ; for they do Dot confess that 
they hold any mjstery over these covetous and greedy 
persons, whose works of darkoess are the idolatry of the 
world. And these bowers down to their idols, called 
friends, profess that they, (the beguiled minds,) do see, 
and do know, and do understand : so they who do know 
and do see with their Father's evil eye, after the carnal 
aataral man's judgment, have nothing to overcome in the 
priests, or in their works, as feeders ; for they that know, 
cannot be convinced, if they are both true. But being 
both false, they have made shipwreck of faith, and have 
DO authority whatever in the Truth. For one has a tradi- 
tion to minister by the letter they call the Word of God ; 
land the other has a tradition that none live without God 
in the world, because He has made a covenant by which all 
men do know him, and that they have that bread of know- 
ledge to live on, by that covenant which he has made with 
former generations. Such men refuse the knowledge 
which God the Father has put in his own power. He 
holds it truly and justly to give to those that rightly 
labor for it to come down from him who feeds his poor 
and hungry with their daily bread, received this present 
day from him who holds his treasures where he has hid 
them, to be revealed in the seed of faith, and to be 
administered unto them through his high priest, that he 
has made higher than the heavens, and who is touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, and knows how to succor 
those that are tempted; having trod the wine press alone, 
and ^f the people there was none with him. Then aa. 
God has appointed him to be the High Priest of our pro- 
fession, and laid help upon bim that is mighty and able to 
save all that call upon him, let us humble ourselves and 
be obedient unto the faith, and fight the good fight^ and 
receive the crown. 

I have endeavored to separate principles, and to set forth 
the good fight, of the just against the unjust ; and against 
the filthy in unclean sight of the evil eye, which is always 
against the law of God, and Is at enmity against God, and 
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can not be reconciled in sight GoJ owns not that beastly 
spirit which breaks his kw, and then judges the law and 
God alao. He has determined in his eternal counsel, 
that the breaker of the law of justice, truth and righteous- 
neBS that is everlastingf shall be judged bj the law, and 
condemned by the law of justice, truth and ererlaBting 
righteousness which he or they have broken j and so offend- 
ed against the bond of peace, which the law of God is set 
for, and to be a defence to the innocent* 

It ia really the wicked in evil thought?* and filthy 
desires who need grace, and who need calling to the know- 
ledgi of the Truth to be saved from those sins, and from 
tho^c evil eye sights ; such as extortion and covetousness, 
devouring widow's houses, and all the sine of Sodom, who 
was sister to polluted Jerusalem and Judah ; whose sin 
was pride, fullness of breadj and abuudauce of idleness, 
that was found in her as the prophet said. 

God's kindred are thankful in heart, and do see with 
their tnasterj the Truth, and with the same Father, who 
hides his secrets from men that do not fear him j and 
commands his dayspring, which takes hold of the ends 
of the earth that the wicked may be shaken out of 
it, to know his place, and to appear in those that fear hioa 
and love his name; on whom the sun of righteousness 
shall arise with healings in his wings; who gathers the 
Lord's children together by that command. If men would 
hearken unto it, their peace would flow as a river^ and 
their righteousness as the waves of the sea; that unite 
and are bounded by his decree, saying to the elements, 
thus far bhalt thou come and no further^ and here shall 
thy proud waves be stayed. 
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I address you under the Dame that I profess, and that I 
am now called upon to confess in this way before men, 
George Fox ri^htoously called ail Friends^ wlio were so by 
keepiDg the oue comnjatidmeot of God, from the begin- 
HiDg of the message of love which they received from the 
one master : which master called them all brethreOj and 
forbad them to be many masters } because there is but one 
Cbrist for any man to serve ; and a servant of servants is 
not ID Gud'a house of prayer or praise ; which house la 

I built up of those who keep bis co(iimandment!}| which are 
not grievous to his children of ZIon, who are both free 
born, and shall be far from op[>ression, 

Kow^ as Zion^s children are all taught of the Lord, and 

^ are established in righteousness by tbat teaching, they are 
a peculiar people that the Lord has formed for himself, B.ad 
hag called them by their peculiar name, Israel; as it is 
written, *'I have called JLhe by thy name, thou art mine." 
Surely it was andns thit they shall show forth his praise j 
because they were and are his heritage; and were and 
i^huil l>e gathered together by the righteousness that he 
taught and now teachea them, as the prophet saidj *' their i 
rlghteousueBS ii of me^ eaitb the Lord/' and no weaponjl>| 
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formed against such sball prosper. This is the peculiarity 
of the Lord's people, whom he loves and upholds in their 
service : and thej that gather together but not by Him, 
ahall fall for tho. Truth's sake; which will make them 
manifest to be in error, and not doers of the Truth ; but 
forgetful hearers, that are in a natural mind ; having left 
the law of liberty, they serve themselves ; and go away 
as a man does from beholding his natural face in a glass, 
not knowing what manner of person he is. 

I desire to call your attention to the testimonies of some 
that are engaged in contending against the Apostles and 
Prophets' rock of spiritual meat and drink; which rock 
was their peculiar foundation, pillar, and ground of Truth j 
and is now also the saints' weapons of war as it was 
Jacob's; that is not like unto Babylon's foundation, but is 
a very peculiar one, that the Lord works or lays himself, 
by means of his kindred ; to cast Babylon down, that rides 
upon multitudes, tongues, and peoples, that are unstable as 
the waters ; and whose seat the dragon gives power and 
great authority unto ; that she may sink, with all her mer- 
chants and merchandize, and all her pleasant pictures that 
she reigns over men with, to make slaves of their souls. 

Babylon's merchants hate any thing peculiar, because 
they are not the Lord's peculiar people, nor his holy na- 
tion, nor his royal priesthood, but are their own servants; 
so are servants of servants, that desire men to hold them 
up with their hands. They declare that there is no mys-f 
tery in godliness, and that it is preposterous to say that 
there is mystery in religion. So, to establish their own 
kingdom, tbftir own power, and their own glory, they bring 
forth this kind of testimony, and please and praise them- 
selves; and serve one another in this destroying and per- 
verting doctrine, which I am now concerned to bring to 
your notice, that you may flee from that, kind of spirit, and 
not perish in their gainsayings, which they affirm to be of 
the Truth. Thev insinuate that they are the servants of 
the truth, and that they preach the word of God nigh in 
their mouth, and with a believing heart, when they pre- 
suaie to say (and confirm one another in) that which these 
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following principlcg do embrace, aa expressed by the 
Bpeakers of them, 712: *,' There are do peculiar tenet? io 
religion ; for grodlioesa aceommodates itself aod is adapted 
to every man^s eon^litioo/* Further stating that all men 
do Jiear the voice of God, and ata under tlie new covenant 
dispense tion, and do not need teachings beeanae they do 
know : and that this had ever been the onlj thin^ that caa 
Bave, from the beginning, obey mjf voice, and thy soul shall 
live ; inferring that such men as do not obe^, caa see Ms 
face that ih pure. 

Godliness and every thing that pertains to God is pe- 
culiar } Hid command iu jea and Araen, unchangeably the 
game ; and ia a peculiar fiery law against all the commands 
and demands of men who are in their own woeful tra- 
ditions, and wbo teach thera for doctrines; because they 
are not separated from the unjust nnclean thing; there- 
forcj they do toueh, taste, and handle unclean things^ and 
are not the Lord x\l mighty '3 children, but are presumptuous, 
and do not obey the Truth, and are contentious about the 
saints' wordSj having men's persons in admiration for ad- 
vantage* Such are enemies to the cross of Christ; and 
the Lord will not be a Fatber unto them^ and accommodate 
himself to their condition by adap ration. It is man^ the 
liar, that must bow to the name of the Truth, and be pe- 
conciledj and learn under the cross j that God may declare 
his own generation, by judging the creaturely will down. 
That holy will is a peculiar will ; without which do maE 
shall see fhe Lord : nor will he be a Father unto tbeni, 
and they be his eons and his daughterfi^ without praying 
and fasti Qg from evil desires, aa they let the Lord choose 
their fast, and receive of him the spirit of prayer in an 
understanding heart, by the Truth converting men, and by 
their being healed forms or persons ; and thua becoming 
the children of the Lord Almighty as he gives them power 
to be his kindred house of prayer and praise. 

Again, this is tlie peculiar doctrine of the Truth ; that 
immediate worship cannot exist without men holding the 
mystery of godliness ; because that Almighty ppwer, in 
teaching men^ givath life unto the learner immediately, 
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ftid §tl1l holda tbe goveTomeDt : m haa put a!I tlimgi in 
hh owD pow^r^ that ho may reiga, and keep men id sub- 
jection by learnings wheD they teacb to edify the Body of 
^ ^ruth I because it must be the Holy Ghost that speaketh 
to the cbuTch when ebe is learn log } whieh ia for a testi- 
mony unto tbose uDgodlj nilers that will not acknowledge 
the great mystery of godliDeiis, professing themselves to be 
wise ; while they are deftptsers of God's wisdom ^ and do 
wonder and perish from the Lord*s way ; as it ia writteoj 
Behold J I work a work in yoor day that ye shall not be- 
lieve though ft man tell it unto you. Such men talk about 
being in the new corenant dispensation, and of beiog 
taught of the Lordj while yet they declare there is no mys- 
tery in godliness. The new coyenant dispensation is the 
Son of man descendiog from the Father; giving life unto 
the church as he descends and remains witlx ovtTj scribe 
tbat hath within bim that treasure^ to bring fortb (from 
Jod's good bousehold that he posieaaetb) tbiogs new and 
* old^'or the everlasting truth that is comfort and rest to men'a 
souls. It is not something that aeGommodatea men who 
will not learn self-denial, and who will not sacrifice voluti- 
tary humility and will worship ; so tbey go on beguiling 
men of their rewardj and through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit they spoil men for the want of taking heed. It is a 
t peculiar rock of uur God^ whose work ia perfect: a rock 
that ia both new and old, and that these wise master- 
but Idert have not progressed nor moved by kidding against 
il by their laboring to give the title or name of knowledge 
jto those people that love to have false prophets and priests 
pf their own making, that tbey may serve men| and who 
fall together because they see not the ditch ; and are 
gathered together, but not by tbe Lord j so are not his 
heritage^ and have not His shield of Truth for their ex- 
ceeding great reward* Yea, verily, verily, it is very po- 
enliar, as it is written^ there ia no rock like our God, for 
by Him actions are weigh ed» 
, This very peculiar standard rock of spiritual meat and 
drink is immutable, and cannot be moved by all the kicks 
of such ^gaiusuyers and perseeutord of the prophets' and 
"■• ... 
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ftpostles' fotm Nation, tbat is now Zton's precious comer, 
eltcfc J whose service the Lord upholdsj aod delights hh 
soul with her^ aud to put his spirit upoo her childrea, tliat 
they niaj show forth judi^meot unto the Geo tiles; so ha 
will not break their bruised reed nor quench their ^smoking 
flax until the work of his judgment is fitnshed, wliich ho 
sends to have the victory over men's judgmeut. 

God's righteousness is manifest in and bj & royal priest- 
hood, a holy nution, and a peculiar people that he bos 
formed for himself; and that formation is the apmtual 
JeWj or Judah, that praises God ; and be aeeks such to 
worship him in the sulvation they do worship him in« and 
in the house of his glory, because they are bis kindred to 
bless alt the families of the earth in tbts ore seed of blessiog 
by his commandment, as it is written^ ^^and tbou shalt be 
a blessing/' 

(It is not written that all the families of the earth shall 
bless God's heritage and house^ and bless his nation, and 
declare that they all know j and teach them als<) that God 
has no peculiar tenets, or testimonies, or way of truth, or 
of life.) 

E^ery honest mind that is not blinded by the God of 
this world through unbelief, and which owns the one cause 
of Truth for which Jesus Christ came to beat witnegs that 
be was and is the Kin^ of the JewSj must coafeas that all 
nations that he came to teach and to be the King of salva- 
tion unto, did not know that which the Father of Truth 
was to write upon them by their being subjects of his king* 
dom that is spirituQl^ and must acknowledge that a man 
cannot see before he is born attain ioto that holy nutiottj 
kindred, house, and priesthood royal, by the Son 
being given i and which Son is peoullar from the unjust, 
and from the filthy in desireSj who have the evil eje^ and 
hardened heart, and stopped ears, because they love dark- 
ness rather than light j therefore, their deeds are all dons 
in the dark, and thoy know not whither they go- 
Again, the spirit gayethj Come learn of me who am meek 
and low of heart. He that is perfect shall be as his Mai- 
ler^ that has him joined to him } but only in that which 
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he han ifistrtlcted those scribes in for the Trtitk to lead' 
them in, and for them to be renewed in from faith to^faith, 
as the righteoasness of God is revealed from faith to Ulth ^ 
by learning ; as the Trath leads into all Truth, to sboif 
what the work of Qod is, by the manifestation of Trilth to 
those who have spiritaal eyes to see, lind spiritual ears to 
hear. 

Every true, righteous, and just believer in God, or in 
godliness, must concede to this declaration of the substance 
of faith and doctrine in true and faithful words, which are 
peculiarly the tenets of all who are friends of righteousnesa 
by ^e commandments of God to his hooise of pfayer and 
praise, namely : It is the inhabitants of thjt world only^ 
that can learn, in any way or form, the righteousness of 
faith, that is the substance of good, by the one God, who 
is the one fountain of all true teaching. God, the creatoif 
and generator of men, has put no necessity tipon any man 
to learn godliness, who is not really ah inhabitant of thd 
World which lietb in wickedness, and of which are all of- 
fences, and whose foundation every deceiver has his woe- 
ful being in, to need deliverance from evil and from that 
woe which, because of offence, must rest Upon the man by 
whom the offence cometb. They that are of the world ard 
only condemned out of their own mouths; because their 
words do come from the evil treasure of men's hearts, and 
are bard speeches and unrighteous acts against the Troth, 
and are always unrighteously committed ; or else the in- 
habitants of the world could not be convinced at all : and, 
now and forever, the inhabitants of the world who afe 
partakers in its unrighteous works and foundation, are all 
the people that need convincing in the least or at all. So 
when the Lord's judgments are in the earth, the inhabit 
tants of the world learn righteousness by bowing to his 
name in humiliation ; that God may declare his own gene« 
ration, in the same mind that was in Christ Jesus ; and 
that the inhabitants of the world m&j be changed b^/ Ood'i 
need, that is his commandment of judgment, to change all 
that can be changed, and to shake all that can be shaken } 
that the Truth may remain^ that righteousness may re* 
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^HQEin, nod that justice and judgroeDt may remain in the 
meek of I he earth, for au habitation of God's throne for- 
ever, and Trut-h and Ilighteouanesa go before his face. 

The SaTiour is not oome to ceiII the righteons^ nor to 
give knowledge to them thal^ are perfect by being healed, 
aod ehaoged into !ii^ form or hody, and who are purged 
broth ren in the one boily, and in tlie same joiot heirship. 
The bread of teach ins i^^ held in tlie hand of the Father of 
spirits, HDtil it be:ioaie3 the bread of learoin;^ to the poor 
ehiidren of Zion that receive it: and that seed of blessiog 
then becomes ilieir provisioa, and eatisfies her poor with 
w!iat they do hunger aod thirst after; even their Father's 
righteoui^negs tK:it descends and remains upon ihem ; that 
they may teaeh baptizing into the same name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; and lo ! 
the comforter is with these that ho gries before^ alwayij 
even unto tlte end of the worid ; whose ofl'ences and foun 
dation their Captain eame to destroy througk death, by 
which he overcame death. Bo must his foUowers come up 
in the same footsteps of the flock, os Paul did, who pro- 
tested to some that he die! dnity ; so he, bore about in his 
body the dying of the Lard Jesus, and was thus made con- 
farmable to lus death j that he migljt reign with him in 
whom is the law of the spirit ot lii^, and who is the wis- 
dom and power of iirod, which set him free from the law 
of sin imd death : having fought a good flghb and k^pt the 
fjiith, the crown was laid up for him that h&nceforih was 
tbe present substance of his everlasting assurance by the 
rii^hteous Judge j who hath the same crown in store for 
every one that lovca the appearing of the wisdom and 
power of God, and is nut aahamed of the Gospel of Christ : 
ibr lie rein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faitli ; that the just may iive by that comfurter of the 
soul, whicli is God manife>jt in the flesh, justified in the 
spirit of Truth, for a testiniorij unto the world that godli- 
ness must be learned by overcomers and by regeneration^ 
and daily death of men's wills; that the crown of life may 
be won, that was lo.'st by degeneration from the life of God, 
that is the light of men : and which hfo of God no man 
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oao com prebend really, only by tbe grace of God that pre- 
pares man's beart to bring fortb fruit of penitence, and 
thus become the Friend of tbe Bridegroom by doing his 
heavenly Father's will ; who gives him for the seed of his 
everlasting covenant of peace. 

As a professor of the principles and practice of the So- 
ciety of Friends, I am constrained to say that I am willing 
to stand in my lot, in the truth of what I now say ; the 
Truth being my rock of defence : for a testimony against 
those prophets who are like the foxes in the deserts, that 
make a breach, but do not stand in the gaps which they 
make, to defend their cause : and tbe words that come out 
of their own mouths only shall condemn them and their 
master foxes, that hide themselves. I am bold to say that 
these principles, if followed, will annihilate the Society of 
Friends from the earth. I mean these strongholds of 
Satan, that bome presuming ministers do affirm to be true 
when they persist in declaring that there are no peculiar 
tenets in godliness. (Tenets are the expression of princi- 
ples, whether holy or profane ; and if they are true^ they 
cannot be changed, for good is unchangeable, and cannot 
lie.) Everything that is in the one good is in God's serv- 
ice, which he sustains his saints in ; and he also leads 
them, and calls them his sons in that manner of love, 
through which he has shod their feet with his wisdom and 
power, to overcome the world; and calls them his messen- 
gers of (peculiar) glad tidings, or publishers of peace that 
is salvation. Godliness accommodates itself to no lyinc 
conditions of hypocrisy, which arc all in rebellion against 
the rock they kick ; and their cisterns are broken, so can- 
not hold (the peculiar fountain's) water. Further, the 
true Friend has really peculiar tenets, and peculiar weap- 
ons to convince the mercenary merchan/s of something 
they pretend to know : for no man can be convinced really 
and truly, only of and by what the Truth teaches the meek 
. of the earth to be true or false. Now if the Friend has 
no shield of faith that is peculiar, (because true faith 
works by the love of God,) then let them say that their 
profession is chimerical. 
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